	Overall, small businesses employ almost 60 percent of the American workforce 



	
	Small Business Opportunities in Defense Cleanup
Small businesses play a key role in DoD's environmental restoration program. Because small businesses are a part of the communities where most DoD installations are located, they often provide better insight and innovative solutions to local challenges. 

Small business participation in DoD programs has continually risen since 1987, when Congress mandated that DoD set aside a percentage of its contracts for small and small disadvantaged businesses. 

Continuing to Promote Small Business Participation
The Office of Environmental Cleanup and the Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization Office within the Office of the Secretary of Defense work closely with the small business representatives of each of the Military Departments to promote environmental restoration opportunities within DoD for small businesses. Each of the Military Departments has a small business office, as do many DoD field offices and installations. 

Recognizing Small Business Excellence
The Environmental Restoration/Small Business Excellence Awards Program is an annual event which recognizes the dedication and contribution made by small businesses. In addition, one award is presented to a large contractor for promoting subcontracting opportunities for small businesses. Businesses are nominated for the awards by the DoD Components. 

	Access to Information is Vital to the Success of Small Businesses 
Additional Internet resources and points of contact include: 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, (202) 761-8789
http://www.hq.usace.army.mil/cedb/maindb.htm
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Naval Facilities Engineering Command,
(703) 325-8549
http://www.dtic.mil/envirodod/dsblist.txt
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U.S. Air Force, (703) 697-1940
http://www.safsb.hq.af.mil/
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OSD Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization Office, (703) 697-2493
http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/
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A complete listing of points of contact in each of the small business offices is available on the World Wide Web at http://www.dtic.mil/envirodod/envpocs.html



