Beryllium Oxide Spiked Filter Round-Robin Project - Request for Participants
The Beryllium Health & Safety Committee’s Sampling and Analysis subcommittee working group for beryllium oxide and digestion issues is undertaking a special project to collect analytical data from volunteer laboratories interested in participating in a round-robin project. The project is designed to gather information on the effectiveness of current, established methods of sample preparation and analysis related to high-fired beryllium oxide. The study will utilize NIST SRM® 1877, Beryllium Oxide Powder, as the solid standard reference material deposited onto a 37mm nitrocellulose air filter matrix. Volunteer labs will be asked to analyze a set of samples consisting of five spiked filters (in duplicate), and two blank filters, for a total of twelve samples. The beryllium level of the spiked filters will be similar to the AIHA BePAT program and between 0.5 µg to 25 µg of beryllium, as BeO. The labs that volunteer to participate will be asked to follow their normal preparation and analysis procedures used for normal air filters. Basic safe handling procedures, data reporting instructions, and other pertinent information will be provided with the samples. Information will be collected from the labs concerning preparation and analysis methods, along with the analytical data from the analysis. This data will be compiled into a report that will be distributed back to the volunteer labs, and provided to the full Beryllium Health & Safety Committee, probably as a presentation at one of our semi annual meetings. We also intend to publish a paper in a peer-reviewed journal.
The round robin study will be coordinated by Amy Adams of High Purity Standards, Charleston, SC and Tom Oatts at the Y-12 National Security Complex. Ms. Adams and the chemists at High Purity Standards have volunteered to produce all the round robin samples for this study. 

This is a formal request for labs interested in participating in this round robin study program. This is a totally volunteer effort; there is no funding in place for this study. The period open for volunteering is February, 9-20, 2009.  Samples sets will be prepared for all participants from February 23-27 and volunteer labs should have the samples by March 13, 2009. We will tentatively set the deadline for data submission for Friday, April 3, 2009. These dates may shift, however more detailed information will be provided to all volunteer participant laboratories. If your lab is interested in participating in this study, please send the following information:
Name of lab contact:

Email address:

Telephone number:

Shipping address (for samples):

(make sure this is a valid shipping address, no P.O boxes allowed)
If you have questions about the study, contact Tom Oatts. Please send your contact information to either:
Tom Oatts

Y-12 National Security Complex

Email: oattstj@y12.doe.gov

Phone: (865) 576-6684

Amy Adams

Inorganic Lab Manager

High Purity Standards

Email: ara@hps.net
Phone: (843) 767-7900

