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Dear Sir and Madam

The Department of Defense (DoD) preliminary comments to the Environmental
Protection Agerzy (EPA) draft document, Perchlorate Environmental Contamination:
Toxicological R2view and Risk Characterizarion. External Review Draft are attached. The Air
Force, as the lead agent for DoD perchlorate assessment and policy, submits these comments in
accordance with the Federal Register, January 2, 2002 (Volume 67, Number 1) Notice on Peer
Review of EPA Draft Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment of Perchlorate. DoD will
be submitting acditional comments during the thirty-day extension period.

DoD is concerned that the EPA overlooked relevant human studies especially the
protocol that EPA helped develop. There are errors in the calculations for sensitivity analysis
and human equi valent exposures in Sections 6 and 7. As a result of these points, along with the
remainder of DaD’s comments, it appears the potential human health risk is overestimated.

I have requested the DoD toxicologists meet with the EPA experts to gain a better
understanding of the new EPA risk assessment methodology used in this report. If you have any
questions, please call the DoD POC, Mr. David Carrillo, HQ USAF/ILEVR, Comm (703) 604-
0561, e-mail: dzvid.carrillo@pentagon.af.mil or Lt Col Barbara Larcom in my office at (703)

697-1019.
Sincerely .
MAUREEN T. KOETZ
Deputy Assistant Secretary
of the Air Force
(Environment, Safety, and
Occupational Health)
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