


DOD SUCCESSES IN ADDRESSING PERCHLORATE RISKS (September 2010)

Key Messages:
· DoD has taken a series of actions to reduce the risk related to the use and release of perchlorate.
· These actions include policies, research, remedial actions, and outreach.
· Based on extensive sampling and communications with regulators, DoD’s past and present activities are not currently posing a risk to public drinking water supplies.  

DoD Risk Management Actions have successfully reduced risk. 

DoD has taken the following actions:  
· Established policies that require sampling, risk assessments, and appropriate response actions.
· Initiated and/or completed remedial actions for past releases at active and closed sites.  
· Collected over 50,000 samples at active and closed DoD sites.  These samples, together with analyses conducted by the States of Massachusetts and California, local jurisdictions, the U.S. Geological Survey, and other institutions, provide evidence that past and present DoD activities do not pose a threat to the nation’s drinking water or food.  
· Developed and fielded perchlorate-free military training devices (e.g., ground burst simulators and smoke grenades) 
· Developed analytical methods to distinguish natural sources (including fertilizer) from manmade perchlorate.
· Issued a set of Best Management Practices for use of fireworks that contain perchlorate.  
· Invested millions in drinking water and groundwater perchlorate treatment technologies.
  
Conclusions and Future Actions 

Given the success of DoD’s risk management actions, perchlorate is being moved from DoD’s Emerging Contaminants “Action List” to the “Watch List.”   Placement on the Watch list will allow DoD to continue to track perchlorate risk management actions issues.  DoD will continue to complete remedial actions, sample and monitor its facilities, and conduct research into treatment processes and perchlorate substitutes where it makes sense to do so.   DoD’s research has helped identify other non-defense related sources of perchlorate so that actions can be taken by appropriate agencies to further reduce risks related to perchlorate.  





