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ing materials. First, request information from the
manufacturer or dealer, and then test small amounts
of materials if you are uncertain about them.

Certain thermal plastics (e.g., polyvinyl chloride)
must be heated during casting. On cooling, such sub·
stances will contract, sometimes leaving a dent in the
casting. This effect can be reduced by cutting a funnel·
shaped sprue in the mold (Figure 1d) and filling this
hole to the top when casting.

C.,tings made from flexible polymers, such as sili·
cone, polyvinyi, or polyurethane, can be cut and pur·
posely distorted (e.g., the mouth fixed in position, gill
covers erected, fins enlarged or replaced by inserting a
plastic fin into a slit along the dorsal surface, body bent
by skewering on a bent wire, etc.).

Silicone elaslomer castings are virtually impossible to
paint, although the elastomer can be pigmented prior to
casting. It is possible, however, to overlay small areas of

the casting with a mixture of pigmented silicone and
catalyst.
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