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Army Organization

U.S. Army

U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command (RDECOM)

U.S. Army  Materiel Command (AMC)

U.S. Army Edgewood Chemical Biological Center (ECBC)

Chemical Biological Applications and Risk Reduction (CBARR)

Environmental Monitoring Laboratory (EML)
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Environmental Monitoring 
Laboratory

• Services laboratory specializing in 
chemical biological threat agents.

• Provides support through fixed 
and mobile laboratories to a 
variety of operations around the 
world.

• Collection and analysis of air 
monitoring samples for health & 
safety, industrial hygiene, vapor 
screening of items, and historical 
purposes

• Analysis of environmental 
samples, verification of 
destruction, waste samples, and 
unknowns.
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Customer and Support 
Examples
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• Sustainment laboratory services to ECBC and MRICD
• Laboratory and air monitoring support to USACE 

remedial investigations
• Operational support for destruction of RCWM
• Operational support to remaining US and global chemical 

agent stockpiles
• Homeland defense services
• Laboratory services and support to non-government 

organizations



Why did EML seek 
Accreditation?

• Customer request and 
demand

• Meet program 
requirements

• Third party assessment
• Self-willingness
• Challenging terminology 

to discuss: costs, 
competition, availability

Approved for Public Release



Major Challenges towards 
Accreditation

• Overall implementation of change 
impacted more than scope

• Staff 
– Travel
– Sequestration/Contractor Support
– Training/DOCs
– QA/QC Team

• Documentation
– Integration of existing QA 

manuals/internal audits
– Numerous new procedures and 

forms to fill in gaps
• Maintaining existing workload and 

TATs
• LIMS improvements
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Other Challenges towards 
Accreditation

• Lots of time spent on details; 
changes made weekly

• LOD/LOQs/DOCs
• QC limits
• Data Packages
• Proficiency samples
• Storage Blanks
• Table 14 (tune verification, 

ICV/CCV criteria, qualifiers
• COAs, pipettes, balances, 

thermometers, and lot testing
• More verifications and levels 

of review
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Certification of Accreditation
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Scope of Accreditation
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Questions
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Contact information:

John Schwarz
Analytical Chemistry Laboratory Manager
Environmental Monitoring Laboratory (EML)
Directorate of Program Integration
Edgewood Chemical Biological Center (ECBC)
http://www.ecbc.army.mil/cbarr/index.html

Office: 410-436-2150
Cell: 443-910-7453
Fax: 410-436-2969
Email: john.l.schwarz@us.army.mil

Please provide us feedback:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CBARR-EML


