September 4, 2001


Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) Reporting

Questions and Issues

1.  Clarify coincidentally manufactured chemicals and provide examples, such as nitrates from WasteWater Treatment Plant (WWTP), and chlorine and mercury from coal burning.  

ANSWER:

Nitrates from WWTPs: The manufacture of nitrates during the treatment of wastewater meets the definition of “manufacture” for TRI reporting purposes (reference 372.3).  Installations should calculate generation of nitrates for threshold determinations

Coal-burning:  Byproducts of coal combustion meets the definition of “manufacture” for TRI reporting purposes (reference 372.3).  Installations should calculate the byproducts for threshold determinations.  For example, chlorine in coal results in the “coincidental manufacture” of hydrochloric acid.  Installation should calculate byproducts of coal combustion for threshold determination regardless of whether the heat is for personal comfort.  If a component of the fuel, such as mercury, is present in the fuel and throughout the process and does not change composition then installations may apply the personal comfort exemption provided the fuel is for an exempt heating purpose.  In all cases, if the installation uses the fuel or a portion of the fuel for a purpose other than heating then the installation should consider that portion of fuel used for other than personal comfort for threshold determinations 

2.  Currently there is overlapping guidance that states TRI related records should be kept for 3, 5 and 7 years.  How long should an installation keep all of these records?

ANSWER:  Installations should keep all TRI related records for up to five years, unless a cross governing regulation (e.g., Resource Conservation and Recovery Act) governs that the installation should keep the records for a longer period.

3.  Are hospital activities exempt?

ANS:  Yes.  DoD Guidance, April 13, 1995, Page 9, Special note on Hospitals.  It is DoD policy that activities associated with hospitals and other base medical facilities are exempt from Toxic Release Inventory threshold calculations and release because such activities are exempted under the personal use exemption of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-know Act (EPCRA) regulations.

