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APPENDIX B-3

RELATIVE RISK COMPARISON VALUES

MARINE AND AQUATIC SEDIMENTS

The Relative Risk Comparison Values presented should be used to rank marine, estuarine, and
fresh water sediments that may impact potential ecological receptors in these habitats.  (Concerns
regarding human exposures to contaminated sediments should be addressed using the data
presented in Appendix B-1) These Comparison Values represent relatively conservative screening
values and are not to be considered as “clean-up goals.”   Concentrations greater than the
Comparison Value generally indicates the need for a more extensive, site-specific assessment.  The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration [NOAA] values apply to marine and estuarine
environments, while the data, obtained from the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Energy,
have been widely used within DOD to assess fresh water systems.

Please note that synonyms have been added to Appendix B-3 to facilitate its use. In instances
where no Chemical Abstract System (CAS) number was available, a unique identifier has been
assigned to the analyte for database function purposes.

The Relative Risk Comparison Values will be formally updated as part of future Primer revisions
to address new data issued from EPA or other sources.  The Relative Risk Comparison Values will
be posted on the Internet through the U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventative
Medicine home page.
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