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The Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe located in Cass Lake, Minnesota has established a very successful Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program (NALEMP) partnership with Department of Defense (DoD).  

Acting on behalf of DoD, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Omaha District, contacted the Tribe in March 2002 to discuss NALEMP and the necessary pre-proposal requirements.  A short suspense date for the pre-proposal was necessary in order for the Tribe to be considered for development of a Cooperative Agreement (CA) and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).  The Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe has an established environmental office with an extremely knowledgeable environmental director and was able to meet this short suspense date.  
The NALEMP-eligible formerly used defense site, also known as the Cass Lake Biological Testing Site, lies directly within the watershed of key tribal subsistence resources.  DoD utilized the site during the winter and summer of 1964 to measure distribution of zinc cadmium sulfide powder dispersed by aerial release at a test site in the Chippewa National Forest located on the Leech Lake Indian Reservation.  The Tribe was concerned whether any residual contamination might remain.

A very successful partnership has evolved between the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe and USACE, Omaha District.  Working under a very tight timeframe, the Tribe and the Corps worked together to develop a Fiscal Year (FY) 2002 MOA and CA.  The environmental director successfully briefed the Tribal Council, conducted outreach meetings to obtain information on the site from Tribal members, and obtained historical aerial photos.  USACE, Omaha was able to obtain the 1969 Deciduous Forest Diffusion Study Final Report which contained vital information for the Tribe’s use in running air dispersion modeling and developing a sampling grid.  In the past, the Tribe has performed their own sampling and air monitoring, established their own hazardous waste standards, have a wetlands specialist, GIS mapping specialist, and utilizes the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe’s Water Quality Laboratory.  The Tribe will perform this sampling as well under the FY03 CA. 

