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The Pueblo of Laguna (POL) is located in west central New Mexico, 40 miles west of Albuquerque, NM.  The reservation is approximately 560,000 acres.  In 1942, the War Department acquired POL lands through permits from the Department of Interior’s (DOI) United Pueblos Agency for purposes of conducting precision bombing runs.  The precision bombing range sites were abandoned after 1945 and returned to the POL in 1948.  The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) issued Certificates of Clearance in 1953.  The Department of Defense (DoD) and the USACE completed several follow up surveys, which determined their cleaning effort only removed surface debris and did not remove debris remaining below the surface and through the natural erosion process, formally buried debris has been exposed.  

Thus, the USACE and the POL entered into their first Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program (NALEMP) Cooperative Agreement (CA) August 2001.  The objectives of the first CA were to develop a Strategic Project Implementation Plan (SPIP), to oversee the pre-investigation airborne geophysical survey and to review Phase I Assessments for; cause and severity of impacts, land ownership and current status for each site.   Upon completion of the first NALEMP CA the USACE and the POL were able to successfully finish all objectives outlined in their fist CA on-time and within budget due to the open dialog and guidance provided by the USACE.  

The USACE and the POL then negotiated and finalized their second two-year NALEMP CA September 2003.  The objectives of the two-year CA are to provide project management and oversight, which includes; SPIP update, administration and Tribal and community awareness.  Site characterization for PBR N-10, which includes; archaeological, cultural and ordnance surveys, environmental and ecological assessment and ordnance removal.  The POL will also receive ordnance and explosive waste training.   
Through the shared goals, open communication and cooperation, the USACE believes that the mitigation of the ordnance affected areas outline in the NALEMP CA will continue to be a successful endeavor for all parties involved.  
