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In The News


Conferees study ways to keep military training areas healthy


By Anna Morelock


Staff Writer, Fort Riley Post


August 25,  2006


From the roads, drivers traveling through Fort Riley’s training areas see tall stretches of grass, stands of trees, wildflowers and streams. The view seen through the lens of a digital camera mounted in the Integrated Training Area Management blimp shows a picture of the training areas that is not quite as pretty. Aerial photos show bare vehicle tracks crisscrossing range areas where tanks and “Humvees” have ripped up the vegetation with their tracks and tires during training exercises. More than 500 participants, including contractors, Department of the Army civilians, commercial vendors and representatives from military installations in Canada, Great Britain, Germany and the United States, had the opportunity to view both scenes when they gathered at Kansas State University and Fort Riley Aug. 7-11 for the annual ITAM conference. Their purpose: to learn about issues such as the damage done to the training areas by military vehicles. The conference teaches the best ways to sustain military training lands for use into the future, said Chris Otto from Fort Riley’s ITAM program. The conference, which is held near a different military installation each year, included sessions on several topics. ITAM is made up of a couple of different components, Otto explained. 


Range and training land assessment is used to determine the condition of training lands. Land rehabilitation and maintenance is fixing the damage caused by training. Sessions at K-State included specific topics such as geographical information systems and how to repair gulleys created by training. “It’s a good opportunity for ITAM people to exchange lessons learned, to highlight successes in different programs, share information and (to explain) techniques that are working well,” Otto said. During the field day at Fort Riley Aug. 10, participants spent the morning wandering around the training area, learning about the different studies going on at Fort Riley and about different techniques used to repair damage. Under the shade of one tent, Paul Ayers from the University of Tennessee explained to a group of participants the purpose of the spiral tracks in the grass behind him. Ayers has been working on the project at Fort Riley for about two years.


The project tracks vehicles using global positioning systems during different training exercises. The data collected from the maneuvering vehicles is then used to find out what site specific impact the vehicles have, Ayers said. The information provided by the study will be useful in determining how much vegetation is removed during training exercises and how to best restore the damaged areas. Participants also got to take a first-hand look at some training at Fort Riley. After the morning demonstrations, groups got an inside look at Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, clearing buildings at the Combined Arms Collective Training Facility. From behind Plexiglas doors, they watched as the Soldiers entered the building and searched each room, and then gathered outside to answer questions from the on-lookers. Besides the training demonstration, participants toured the U.S. Cavalry Museum on Main Post, shot M-4 carbines on a firing range and tried out the tank simulators at the Close Combat Tactical Trainer.








Legacy Program Update


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dodlegacy.org/legacy/index.htm" ��Legacy Program Pre-Proposal submission deadline closing in:�  The Legacy Program is requesting pre-proposals for projects that focus on regional or DoD-wide activities, support the military mission, and emphasize conservation projects that support DoD initiatives.  Pre-proposals are due to Legacy by September 15, 2006


Legacy Project Highlight of the Month 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/Landscape-approach-with-amphibians-FR-YR-99.pdf" ��Legacy Project 01-34:  Conservation of Indigenous Birds on Wake Atoll


�Wake Atoll is managed by the Department of Defense (DoD), US Air Force 15th Wing Base at Hickman, Honolulu, Hawaii covers approximately 1,826 acres of land.  Wake Atoll, the northernmost of the Marshall Islands in Micronesia, is one of the most isolated islands in the world.  It is approximately 1,400 miles from Guam, 1,200 miles from Midway Islands, and 2,600 miles west of Honolulu.  There are three islands that make up the atoll, Wilkes, Wake, and Peale that form a “V” surrounding a lagoon.  




















Wake Atoll is no stranger to invasive species.  The 1950s and 60s brought the first domestic cats to the island as pets. Over time, some cats became feral and reverted to natural predatory behavior.  Feral cats sometimes were fed, but no one had responsibility for them. Therefore they were left to wander and fend for themselves. It is estimated that 30,000 indigenous birds a year were killed or injured on the Wake Atoll due to feral cats.  Predation by feral cats led to the total elimination of some smaller ground dwelling birds.  These cats also were prone to disease, starvation, and genetic disorders, and endured short and painful lives.  


Feral cat eradication has been successfully performed in many locations in the Pacific Region, resulting in a safer habitat for indigenous seabirds. The Air Force determined that the removal of feral cats from Wake Atoll would help increase populations of remaining bird species. Wake Atoll needed an effective feral cat management program.  


In 1996, visits to Wake Atoll were conducted to take surveys and initiate spay-neuter clinics to help resolve the feral cat problem.  In 2001, this project received funding from the Legacy Resource Management Program to continue the eradication of feral cats.  Several methods were used to remove the cats. Domestic cats were spayed/neutered and marked.  During time periods when feral cats were being removed from Wake Atoll residents were advised to keep their pets indoors.  


Efforts were made to keep residents of Wake Atoll informed of the project.  If work was conducted on private property, proper permission was obtained from the owners. A pamphlet provided by the Legacy Program, “Don’t Let Your Cat Go AWOL – Indoor Cats are Safe Cats” and  a  fact sheet  of “Frequently  Asked  Questions” 


were also distributed to provide information on the project and to prevent further feral cat problems. There is currently a limit on how many cats can be kept at one household to prevent future feral cat epidemics, and all new domestic cats are required to be spayed/neutered and marked.


The removal of feral cats on Wake Atoll was performed by a two-member team during five nonconsecutive visits, each visit one month in length and in cooperation with island personnel.  Day and night observation of feral cats led to better understanding of feeding times and areas of habitation.  The use of this information aided team members in capturing as many cats as possible. Feral cats that could not be captured were removed using U.S. guidelines for humane treatment of feral animals.  Surveys were conducted to determine if additional visits were necessary and to determine if all feral cats had been removed.  The last site visit to the island showed no signs of feral cats.        


Ecosystems and biodiversity benefited greatly from this demonstration project.  The removal of feral cats eliminated diseases that might have been transmitted from the cats to native wildlife or domesticated cats, relieved the feral cats of painful lives, increased bird populations, provided safer habitats to which birds could return, and promoted greater biodiversity.


Follow up visits to the island have shown that there are no remaining feral cat populations on Wake Atoll.  The success of this project has produced an increase in the bird populations on Wake Atoll.  Recovery of seabird populations, such as Masked Boobies, Brown Boobies, Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, and Gray-backed Terns as examples, have increased since the completion of the eradication of feral cat populations.  White and red tailed Tropicbirds have also shown an increase with the eradication of feral cats. Shearwater species have expanded into three colonies ranging in the hundreds.  Gray-backed Terns that have not had a recorded breeding since the 1980s, have established two breeding colonies with 65 individuals. Masked Boobies have increased from 3 breeding pairs in 1996 to 20 pairs in 2004.  Brown Boobies increased their 1996 population of 73 nests to 162 nests in 2003. Restoration of historic populations is marked by the first fledging Albatross in over 60 years. Other species, such as Hermit Crabs, have also begun to show an increase in populations.  


Actions taken to protect wildlife on the Wake Atoll demonstrates the DoD’s compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  The return of Wake Atoll’s ecosystems to its natural function is of great importance since it provides stopping grounds for ocean migrants.  The education provided to the island land managers led them to create the Wilkes Island Bird Sanctuary which is closed to visits without permission from the island managers.  
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� HYPERLINK  \l "highlightforwardlink1" ��See Legacy,  page 3�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Newsforwardlink1" ��See ITAM Conference, page 5�
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Announcements and Events of Interest 


NEW! � HYPERLINK "http://www.publiclandsday.org/" ��National Public Lands Day event!� Saturday, September 30, 2006. National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest hands-on volunteer effort to improve and enhance the public lands American’s enjoy. In 2005, program wide nearly 90,000 volunteers built trails and bridges, planted trees and plants, and removed trash and invasive plants on public lands across the country, including sites within DoD installations. Visit the National Public Lands Day website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.publiclandsday.org/" ��http://www.publiclandsday.org/� for more information and to find a location near you in your state.


NEW! DoD Forestry Workshop & Annual Society of American Foresters Conference October 30-31, 2006. The DoD Forestry Workshop will be held in conjunction with the � HYPERLINK "http://www.safnet.org/" ��86th Annual Society of American Foresters National Convention� in Pittsburgh, PA October 25-29, 2006. This years convention features Wangari Maathai the first woman in East and Central Africa to earn a doctorate degree, pioneered the concept of mobilizing communities to protect their environment through tree planting, developed this idea into a grassroots organization, The Green Belt Movement, and was awarded the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize for her "contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace," stemming from her work on community empowerment and environmental conservation.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.abcbirds.org/cats/" ��Impacts of Feral and Free-ranging Cats on Bird Species of Conservation Concern: A Five-State Review of New York, New Jersey, Florida, California, and Hawaii� A publication by the American Bird Conservancy (ABC) analyzes the effects that cats are having on some of America’s most at-risk bird species at cat predation hotspots. The five-state review illuminates troubling threats to endangered species such as the Florida Scrub-Jay, Piping Plover, and Hawaiian Petrel, and other key birds such as the Painted Bunting, Least Tern, and Black Rail. The report highlights the growing trend of “managed” feral cat colonies that use Trap/Neuter/Release (TNR) techniques, and their effects on birds, particularly at State and Globally Important Bird Areas. The evidence is clear: free-roaming cats are bad for birds. The report draws other important conclusions, perhaps most significantly that state and federal resources for controlling feral cats must be significantly increased in order to achieve the goals identified in Endangered Species Recovery Plans and State Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategies. For more information on the report or the Cats Indoors! Campaign, please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:lwinter@abcbirds.org" ��Linda Winter�, Director of ABC’s Cats Indoors! the campaign for safer birds and cats, at 202-234-7181, ext. 201.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/symposium" ��SERDP and ESTCP to Host Annual Technical Symposium & Workshop� Partners in Environmental Technology Technical Symposium & Workshop, “Meeting DoD’s Environmental Challenges,” will be held November 28-30, 2006, at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D.C. This annual Technical Symposium & Workshop, sponsored by the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) and the Environmental Security Technology Certification Program (ESTCP), will feature comprehensive sessions highlighting research and innovative technologies that help the Department of Defense (DoD) to address increasingly complex environmental challenges.  For a listing of preliminary technical session topics and other conference information, such as registration, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/Symposium" ��http://www.serdp.org/Symposium�, send an e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:partners@hgl.com" ��partners@hgl.com�, or call the Symposium Contact Line at (703) 736-4548.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lta.org/training/rally.htm" ��Land Trust Alliance Rally�  October 12-15, 2006 at the Nashville Convention Center in Nashville, Tennessee. Connect with more than 1,700 conservation leaders at the world's premier gathering of land trust professionals, volunteers, board members, public agency staff, attorneys, appraisers and land conservation advocates for the 19th Rally!  Each year the National Land Conservation Conference unites land conservationists to learn how federal legislation can dramatically change their ability to do land conservation. 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.hccfl.edu/depts/detp/ecoconf.html"��33rd Annual Conference on Ecosystem Restoration and Creation� November 2 - 3, 2006 at the Trinkle Building located on the Plant City campus of Hillsborough Community College, Plant City, Florida. The Annual Conference provides a forum for the nationwide exchange of results of the latest scientific research on restoration, creation, and management of not only freshwater and coastal systems but total ecosystems including upland and transitional areas.





�





ITAM Conference, continued from page 1





Did You Know?


Lucky Cat? I don’t think so…  During World War II a cat called Oscar served on the German battleship Bismarck. When the Bismarck was torpedoed Oscar was rescued by a British sailor on board HMS Cossack. Five months later HMS Cossack was sunk but Oscar was rescued by HMS Ark Royal. Only 3 weeks later a German U-boat destroyed Ark Royal and Oscar was rescued again. The naval authorities then decided that Oscar had had enough and posted him on land. The aging cat was never put on another ship again and settled down in a place called 'The Home for Sailors' in Belfast, England. According to the Royal Navy records: "Oscar, the Bismarck's cat, finished his days at the Home for Sailors in Belfast" in 1955.


More Cat Stories!


America Supports You: Group Cares for Cats of Military Families and Deployed Troops


By Monique Reuben, Armed Forces Press Service


2006-06-03


WASHINGTON, June 2, 2006 – Staff Sgt. Aeyne Anne M. Dizicksa's cats are her family, so their welfare was her top priority when she faced deployment. "I knew that if I had them to return to, everything else was irrelevant - just another passing episode in my life," Dizicksa said. Operation Noble Foster, an organization launched in response to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United States, has provided more than 3,000 deployed service members with individual foster homes for their cats until they return. The operation is a member of the Defense Department's America Supports You program, which showcases Americans' efforts to support service members and their families. 


"The response was amazing," said Linda P. Mercer, director of Operation Noble Foster. "It still is."  Mercer said she created the program to avoid a repeat of the situation that existed 15 years ago when many service members deployed for operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm had no choice but to place their cats in shelters, many of which were overcrowded.  "It seemed to me that there was a way to avoid that," Mercer said. 


Using a private, interactive database that military personnel can search online, the group coordinates foster care for military people's cats. The database lists volunteers who are willing to serve as temporary caregivers for the cats until their owners return. The organization does not screen the volunteers, but it does provide advice regarding screening and other services such as spaying and neutering, which make it easier for interested military personnel to locate homes for their cats. Mercer described the system as beneficial to both service members and foster volunteers. "(Service members) get to keep their family together," Mercer said. "The foster families really feel like they are helping. ... They say, 'I want to foster again, it was a great experience.'" 


 Many service members make their own pet-care arrangements, but Mercer noted that plans sometimes change. A family member initially willing to provide care may turn out to be unable to do so for any number of reasons, or a service member breaking up with a significant other could prompt a need for a foster home. With just a few days' notice before her activation in January 2005, Dizicksa discovered Operation Noble Foster. A widow with no children, she needed suitable caregivers for her dogs and cats, which her friends and family members couldn't provide. "While the military tries extremely hard to avoid short-term notice for long-term deployments such as I received, it sometimes happens," Dizicksa said. 


After learning of Dizicksa's dilemma, Susan Hagrelius of Cary, Ill., provided a happy home for Sweet Magnolia, one of Dizicksa's cats. "The best part is knowing that I'm able to take care of somebody's pet while they are serving our country," Hagrelius said. Dizicksa, a certified veterinary technician, spent a year in Heidelberg, Germany, and six months in Belgium. As a reservist, she is an animal care specialist who works in veterinary treatment facilities. In civilian life, she is an Internal Revenue Service agent. She plans to return home later this month. While she's been activated, Dizicksa said, her pets have served as a symbol of what her normal life was and will be again and the good things she can return to. Before becoming a foster care provider for the program, Hagrelius and Mercer volunteered with the Cat Fancier's Association Purebred Rescue Committee, an organization that promotes purebred cats and rescues cats from unsafe living conditions by placing them up for adoption. 


Operation Noble Foster also assists members of the armed forces in other ways when possible. According to Mercer, a soldier lost his cat while traveling through Utah to a base in California. The cat was found, and Operation Noble Foster arranged for it to be transported back to the soldier's family in California at no cost. Since Operation Noble Foster was introduced almost five years ago, more than 5,000 people have volunteered to foster cats. Mercer said she expects that number to increase as the public discovers the need for this resource and service members realize that it exists to support them while they are away serving our country. 


"I want every single military person to know it's there ... that's our goal," Mercer said. "We need to get the word out." �


For more info visit:


Foster homes program for cats in the military: � HYPERLINK "http://www.operationnoblefoster.org/" ��http://www.operationnoblefoster.org/�


Foster homes program for dogs, birds, and other animals:  � HYPERLINK "https://www.netpets.org/netp/fosterhome.php" ��https://www.netpets.org/netp/fosterhome.php�


�





Legacy, continued from page 1
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Oscar ‘the Bismarck’s cat, in an undated picture. 





�





Participants at the ITAM conference field day at Fort Riley check out the ITAM blimp close up. The blimp is equipped with digital camera equipment that allows it to take aerial photos of the training areas. More than 500 participants from the United States, Canada, Germany and Great Britain attended the conference Aug. 7-11, including DoD Legacy Staff.





Contact Us


For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Peter.Boice@osd.mil" ��L. Peter Boice�


Conservation Team Leader





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil" ��Jane Mallory� 


Natural Resource Management  Specialist


703-604-1774





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil" ��Pedro Morales�


Natural Resource Management Specialist


703-604-1933





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Julie.Schablitsky.ctr@osd.mil" ��Julie Schablitsky�


Cultural Resource Management Specialist


703-604-1724
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Disclaimer


Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information. However, with the hundreds of documents available online, often uploaded within short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. With respect to documents and information referenced by means of hyperlinks on this publication, neither the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Plexus Scientific (website contractor) nor their employees and contractors make any warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to documents available from Department of Defense websites, or from independent parties outside of DoD. Additionally, the U.S. Government, DoD, nor Plexus Scientific assume no legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, or process disclosed herein and do not represent that use of such information, product, or process would not infringe on privately owned rights.


�


Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil" ��Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil�.
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A series of sprinklers simulates rainfall at one of the project demonstration sites at Fort Riley. Participants in the ITAM conference toured the sites Aug. 10 as part of their field day on post. 





Recent Natural Resources Documents On DENIX


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/invasivespecies.html?fm-natres" ��Invasive Species Data Management Support Tools for Cooperative Weed Management Areas:� (Legacy 02-1703) This document describes the computer tools designed to help inventory and manage invasive plant species on lands in AZ and other parts of the southwest.  It introduces the Access tool SWIMS that can be used to database information on invasive species populations in the field and the web tool SWEMP (Southwest Exotic Mapping Program) made available on the USGS website SWEPIC (Southwest Exotic Plant Information Clearinghouse).


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/landscape-approach-with-amphibians-final-report-FY00.pdf" �Monitoring & Management of a Sensitive Resource: A Landscape Level Approach with Amphibians Final Report 2000:� (Legacy 01-67)  This document provides identification information on larval and adult life history stages of the most common amphibians on USAF Dare Count Bombing Range, USMC Cherry Point Air Station and the USMC Camp Lejeune during the year 2000 study period.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/GAO-Plan-Jan06.pdf" ��Department of Defense, Department of Interior, and the US Department of Agriculture Interagency Action Plan to Address the GAO Report on Endangered Species Management Affecting DoD Lands� The Department of Defense, Interior, and Agriculture have developed an Interagency Action Plan for endangered species management affecting DoD lands to address the GAO recommendations.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/inrmp.html?fm-natres" ��Integrated Natural Resources Management Planning Guidance� Provides general Marine Corps guidance on Integrated Natural Resources Management Plans and new Department of Defense guidance on Integrated Natural Resources Management Plans.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Lessons Learned: Sonoran Desert Ecosystem Initiative:� (Legacy # 04-1703) The Sonoran Desert Ecosystem Initiative focused on conservation opportunities within the 55- million acre Sonoran Desert Ecoregion. The project included multi-partner collaboration and activities in 3 main program areas: site-based conservation planning using a biodiversity management framework, ecosystem monitoring and coordinated management, and invasive plant management.  This document details lessons learned in 3 main categories: (1) partnerships, (2) results, and (3) public involvement.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" ��Monitoring and Management of a Sensitive Resources: A Landscape-level Approach with Amphibians Final Report FY 99:�  (Legacy 01-67) This document provides identification information on the larval and adult life history stages for the most common amphibians on USMC Camp Lejeune, Dare County Bombing Range, and USMC Cherry Point Air Station, NC.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/05FY03-04FactSheetDraftPic.pdf" ��Aquatic Management Strategies and Actions Through a Comprehensive Management Plan for the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) Phase:� (Legacy 04-182)  Summarizes the objectives, approach and accomplishments of the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) in the cooperative management and restoration of aquatic systems in northwest Florida and south Alabama. Areas include invasive species, encroachment, disaster –related disturbance, recreation, education, and outreach.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Aquatic Management Strategies and Actions through a Comprehensive Management Plan for the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) Phase I and II Final Report:  FY 2003-2004�:  (Legacy 04-182) This document details the action undertaken by the GCPEP staff in the areas of restoration, invasive species, encroachment, disaster-related disturbance, restoration, recreation, education and outreach in northwest FL and southern AL. Also details follow-on work planned in each area.
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Aerial view of Wilkes, Wake, and Peale Atoll Islands











Photo: Morelock,  Fort Riley Post





Legacy, continued from page 3





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.americasupportsyou.mil/AmericaSupportsYou/Photos/america/2006-06/article_lores/screen_20060602145356_18sweetmagnolia-20060602.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Sweet Magnolia rests on the dryer in the home of Susan Hagrelius, her foster owner of more than a year. Susan took care of Sweet Magnolia while her owner, Staff Sgt. Aeyne Anne M. Dizicksa, was deployed. Staff Sgt. Dizicksa is an Army reservist in the 719th Veterinary Medical Detachment. Courtesy photo
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Feral cats on Wake Atoll like the one above were a serious threat to indigenous wildlife all around the island due to lack of effective control mechanisms 








�Bird carcasses and wings remains are evidence to the grave impact of Feral Cats on Native Birds at Wake Atoll 
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Photo by Mark Rauzon


First Albatross Fledging in 60 Years Following Feral Cat Eradication 
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Photos by Mark Rauzon








Wake Atoll experienced an increase in bird diversity shortly after feral cat eradication from the three main islands. To the left, a Masked Booby (Sula nebouxii - top) and White Tern (Gygis alba rothschildi - bottom) – Bird Species on Wake Atoll that have rebounded in recent years








� HYPERLINK  \l "highlightforwardlink2" ��See Legacy,  page 4�
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