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	Legacy Program Update

	FY 2006 Legacy Round 1 Projects completed. The Legacy Program has completed Round 1 of Legacy funding for FY 2006. A total of 50 proposals were approved during the first round. Round 2 announcements are expected in April. Projects approved during Round 1 of Legacy funding will be notified on the Legacy Tracker.
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	Legacy Project Highlight of the Month

	The Legacy Program was established by Congress in 1990 to provide financial assistance in DoD efforts to preserve our natural and cultural heritage. The program assists DoD in protecting and enhancing resources while supporting military readiness. This section provides an interesting highlight of a randomly selected Legacy project to showcase the many efforts undertaken by DoD to conserve our natural and cultural resources.  See www.dodlegacy.org for more information.

	Legacy Project #03-1808
Best Practices for Integrating Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) Implementation
The Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan Handbook (INRMP) assists installation natural resources managers (NRMs), in implementing INRMPs. This handbook is the product of intensive research of numerous Department of Defense (DoD) information sources and other groups involved in land management. It incorporates information from regulations, instructions, memoranda, and guides, as well as from interviews with natural resources managers. Its purpose is to provide an easy-to-read guidance, tips, and strategies to help implement plans, track progress, and achieve success. This version has been updated to include active hyperlinks to Web-published resources, current guidance and regulations, and a revised and expanded chapter on maintaining and updating INRMPs. While this handbook is intended as a reference guide for NRMs at the installation level, its scope is limited to dealing with administrative, procedural, and broad-based management issues. Specific field practices, methodologies, data analyses, and other scientifically based topics are not the subject of the handbook.

INRMPs are the means by which the Department of Defense (DoD) is fulfilling its responsibility as a steward of public lands while maintaining full support of the military mission. The plans are mandated under the Sikes Act as amended by the Sikes Act Improvement Act (SAIA) of 1997. Under the Sikes Act, an INRMP must be prepared and implemented for every military installation, regardless of size, except those installations lacking significant natural resources. Effective INRMP implementation is a goal and one avenue to that goal was to formulate a suite of Best Management Practices
This study identified varied examples of best practices for INRMP implementation. Some were unique to a particular installation, but many successful practices were found at several installations. In every case, interviewees were overwhelmingly positive about the INRMP process and the benefits it brings to their installation, organization, region, or agency. Some areas of implementation remain challenging, but the fact that each installation has an INRMP gives flexibility to overall natural resource management and is a means of reprioritizing actions when needed and gauging the impact of schedules that may slip.
Best practices listed in the Best Practices for Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) Implementation report include among others: supporting the military mission through adequate staff utilization, updating range management and training plans, proactive communication between Installation commanders and natural resource management staff, ensuring installation ecosystem health through projects that emphasize ecosystem wide management instead of individual species, monitoring INRMP effectiveness by implementing robust monitoring programs, seeking expert advise to identify monitoring program elements, and seeking input from stakeholder, USFWS, and State Fish and Wildlife agencies while meeting Endangered Species Act requirements and protecting Species at Risk.
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	In The News

	

Organizations Agree to Coordinate Management of Natural Resources on Military Land
By Ken Burton
01/31/2006 FWS
Representatives of the Department of Defense, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies signed a Memorandum of Understanding today that will help manage natural resources on military installations, under provisions of the Sikes Act.

The Sikes Act was enacted in 1960 to promote sustained multipurpose use of natural resources on lands controlled by the Department of Defense, and requires development and implementation of an Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan (INRMP) for each installation with “significant natural resources.”  The development and planning of INRMPs is accomplished in coordination with the Service and appropriate State fish and wildlife agencies.

The management plans consider a variety of natural resource uses and encourage public access to military reservations for hunting, fishing and birding, when appropriate.
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“I’m pleased that our agency is a part of this effort,” said Dale Hall, Service Director.  “We’re grateful that the Sikes Act helps us address so many important resource issues, and we’re proud to be a partner with the Department of Defense and the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.”

The signatories developed the document, which encourages additional coordination and discusses cooperative elements of the Sikes Act, as well as calling for establishment of INRMP implementation teams.

The MOU further describes the roles, responsibilities and operating authorities of the parties to the agreement; includes a provision that formalizes the Sikes Act core Group, which consists of representatives from the three agencies who will meet at least quarterly and contains provisions that encourage the development of Sikes Act partnership teams and cooperative funding agreements.

Military installations often include relatively large areas of wildlife habitat, wetlands and vital ecosystems that host marine mammals, rare flora, more than 320 threatened and endangered species and diverse archaeological and historical sites and historic buildings, and the Sikes Act helps preserve all of those assets.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.  The Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses 545 national wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas.  It also operates 69 national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery resource offices and 81 ecological services field stations.  The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign governments with their conservation efforts.  It also oversees the Federal Assistance program, which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and wildlife agencies.

	Back to Top

	Recent Natural Resource Documents on DENIX

	Please visit these links for the most recent fact sheets on the Conservation section of DENIX.

	JUST POSTED! Habitat Change Analysis Using Landsat TM (Legacy 2-161) Regional (multispectral) image data were used to map vegetation changes significant to North Carolina Sandhills Conservation Partnership (NCSCP)’s wildlife management objectives. Hyperspectral image data were used in discriminating pine forest types and to enhance land cover information.

	JUST POSTED! Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units National Network Fact Sheet In 1999, the Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units (CESU) Network was created with the signing of an interagency Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The objective of the CESU network is to provide research, technical assistance, and education to federal land management, environmental and research agencies and their partners. CESUs’ broad scope includes the biological, physical, social, and cultural sciences needed to address natural and cultural resource management issues at multiple scales and in an ecosystem context.

	JUST POSTED! SAV Restoration Handbook: A Guide for Restoring SAV on DoD Lands One important component of the DoD’s multifaceted Chesapeake Bay Program involves researching and restoring submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV). This handbook presents a standardized approach and accepted protocols for conducting an SAV restoration program on DoD installations. Applying the methods and protocols described in the handbook can minimize future duplication of effort, repetition of past mistakes, and promote information exchange among DoD installations and the scientific community. Additionally, the guidelines provide a basis for modifying existing programs to adapt to changing science and will encourage the use of new designs and techniques in SAV research and restoration.

	Development of Mission Avoidance Zones through Habitat Suitability Modeling in the Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range: A Review of the Literature and Results of Interviews with Active Researchers The Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range (EGTTR) encompasses more than 124,000 square miles in the Gulf of Mexico and supports thousands of Air Force test and training flights annually.  This project’ intent is to develop the capability to identify mission avoidance zones (MAZ) in the EGTTR based on real-time ocean conditions and features that are likely indicators of marine species presence. Collaboration with marine species researchers helped in identifying marine species presence indicators.

	The Development of Mission Avoidance Zones through Habitat Suitability Modeling in the Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range: Development of a Geo-Database Eglin AFB proposes to develop the capability to identify mission avoidance zones (MAZ) in the EGTTR based on real-time ocean conditions and features that are likely indicators of marine species presence. Formulation of the geo-database is based using GulfCet II sighting records of 2 species: the bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) and the sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus).

	An Inventory of the Significant Natural Areas of Hoke County, NC This inventory of Hoke County natural areas identifies areas of outstanding ecological significance. These areas contain the best remaining examples of natural habitats and/or locations of rare plants, animals, and natural communities in the county.

	Legacy Program FY 2005 Project Fact Sheet The Fact Sheet consists of a comprehensive list of all natural and cultural resources projects funded by the Legacy Resource Management Program in FY 2005.

	Have you considered completing a FACT SHEET for your Legacy project?  Do you have electronic copies of Legacy reports/products that aren’t on DENIX?  Email Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil or Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil to post your materials and advertise them in Natural Selections.
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	Upcoming Events of Interest

	NOW ON DVD! Dangerous Travelers – Controlling Invasive Plants Along America’s Roadways DVD The National Forest System Invasive Species Management Program and the Engineering Program, in partnership with the Department of Transportation Federal Highways Administration, the US Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife Refuge System, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, and others have produced and released the first DVD of a series on invasive species prevention best management practices. The video targets road maintenance personnel and equipment operators. The web address to view the 26-minute program is http://www.fs.fed.us/invasivespecies/news.shtml.

	JUST ANNOUNCED! Center for Invasive Plant Management Grants The Center for Invasive Plant Management (CIPM) announce its 2006 research grant program. Grants are available in several categories (seed money, information synthesis and assessment, and decision-making). Projects must focus on plants and issues that are problematic in the West, although the research can be conducted anywhere in the U.S. Proposal deadline is March 10. For more information, see http://www.weedcenter.org/grants/grants_overview.html. (A Request for Proposals has also been posted at this site for Cooperative Weed Management Areas in the West. This year's focus is prevention and early detection. Deadline is March 6.)

	Joint Services Environmental Management Conference JSEM 2006 will be held March 20-24, 2006 in Denver, Colorado.  The theme of 2006 JSEM is Transformation, highlighting the many new and innovative ways the Department of Defense, other federal agencies, states, the defense industry, and our partners are transforming how we are meeting our mission needs while protecting the environment. The 2006 JSEM Conference will focus on comprehensive asset management, global basing, Base Realignment and Closure, and Business Management Modernization Program, to transform business operations to achieve improved warfighter support while enabling financial accountability. This year the 2006 JSEM Conference and Exhibition will be held in conjunction with the GeoSpatial Technologies Symposium & Exposition, creating an excellent opportunity to highlight the use of GeoSpatial tools to meet environmental management needs. This conference has become the most significant event for environmental policy makers, practitioners and professionals. 

	2006 Department of Defense Natural Resources Training Workshop will be held March 21-24, 2006 in Columbus, Ohio. The National Military Fish and Wildlife Association (NMFWA) Training Workshop will be held in conjunction with the 71st North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. NMFWA technical presentations will include sessions on noise, wildlife and the mission, managing grasslands for the mission and wildlife, threatened and endangered bats, land management and DoD military operations, wetlands, and cultural resources and the mission.

	Funding Available for Research on Estuarine and Coastal Ecosystems The Department of Defense Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) released a special SERDP Solicitation (Broad Agency Announcement and Federal Call for Proposals), relevant to defining research needs for the newly formed Defense Coastal/Estuarine Research Program (DCERP). SERDP seeks research proposals that evaluate the effects of military activities on, and support the sustainable management of, estuarine and coastal ecosystems. DCERP-funded projects will be based at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune and in the New River estuary in North Carolina. The due date for all proposals is Thursday, 16 February 2006. Detailed instructions for both federal and non-federal proposals may be found at www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm.

	Funding Available for Research on Sustainable Infrastructure The Department of Defense (DoD), through the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP), will be funding environmental research and development in its core thrust area of Sustainable Infrastructure.  The objective of this effort it to identify, develop, and transition environmental technologies that relate directly to defense mission accomplishment through tools and techniques that will permit the DoD to manage lands in a sustainable manner for natural resources (e.g. ecosystem management, land management, maritime sustainability), cultural resources, and the built infrastructure (e.g. air/water quality, solid waste, noise).  This also encompasses the technologies required to sustain deployed forces.  SERDP intends to fund multiple projects within the Sustainable Infrastructure thrust area involving the following work: 1) Methods to Assess Cumulative Effects on Threatened and Endangered Species, 2) Identification and Control of Non-Native Invasive Species Transport During Department of Defense Activities, 3) Assessing Human Annoyance Due to Military Noise, and 4) Watershed Management Models for Military Installations: Fort Benning Watersheds. The due date for all proposals is Thursday, February 16, 2006. 
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	Did You Know?
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What’s for dinner? Larvae. The `Akiapola`au, Hemignathus munroi, (honeycreeper) can be found at Pohakuloa Training Area, Hawaii. It  is an endangered species that measures 4 1/2 to 5 1/2 inches in length. The male bird has a yellow head and lower body and an olive-green upper body. The female is smaller and duller in color. Their upper bill is curved and longer than the lower straight bill. This forest bird has a black bill and legs. The `Akiapola`au only lives in high elevation `ohi`a-koa forests of the Big Island. Like other honeycreepers, this forest bird "creeps" along branches and uses its unique bill to pick out insect larvae. When searching for food, it makes a tapping noise that can be mistaken for a woodpecker. These birds travel in family groups and like to fly with other flocks of forest birds.
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	Contact Us

	For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:

	L. Peter Boice, Conservation Team Leader
	Jane Mallory - Natural Resource Management  Specialist, 703-604-1774

	Brian Lione - Cultural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1724
	Pedro Morales - Natural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1933
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	Disclaimer

	Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information. However, with the hundreds of documents available online, often uploaded within short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. With respect to documents and information referenced by means of hyperlinks on this publication, neither the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Plexus Scientific (website contractor) nor their employees and contractors make any warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to documents available from Department of Defense websites, 

or from independent parties outside of DoD. Additionally, the U.S. Government, DoD, nor Plexus Scientific assume no legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, 
or process disclosed herein and do not represent that use of such information, product, or 

process would not infringe on privately owned rights. 

Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil.
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From the far right, Mr. Dale Hall, Director US Fish and Wildlife Service,  Mr. Alex Beehler, Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Environment, Safety, and Occupational Health, and Mr. John Baughman, Executive Vice President of the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies during the signing ceremony that took place at the Department of Interior Main Building.








