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In The News


Pine View, BCRT partner to remove garlic mustard


Ft. McCoy Public Affairs Office


May 26,  2006





      The Pine View Recreation Area staff is partnering with Fort McCoy Biological and Cultural Resources Team (BCRT) personnel on several natural resources initiatives, including doing work to help protect the campground from invasive plant species.


Sparta High School students pull garlic mustard plants near the Pine View campground  during a 2005 event. (Photo by Biological, Cultural and Resources Team) 


      Pam Budda, the Fort McCoy Outdoor Recreation Area director, said Pine View has initiated a program for Pine View guests to pull garlic mustard plants from a campground area.


      In return, the customers will receive coupons for free play at the Pine View Miniature Golf Course or other free items, she said. Pine View events and facilities are open to the public.


      “This helps us control the garlic mustard and also helps the patrons, especially children, appreciate the natural beauty of the campground area,” Budda said. “The children learn to help maintain and preserve the natural habitats and its inhabitants at Pine View.”


      Kim Mello, the installation’s wildlife biologist, said garlic mustard is an invasive plant species that outcompetes native plant species.


      This can be threatening to the health of native forest communities, as well as, animals and insects that depend on the native species for food and habitat.


      The BCRT has developed a number of partnerships to help control the spread of invasive plant species at Fort McCoy, he said.


      “This joint effort with Outdoor Recreation is one way to provide assistance to help control garlic mustard,” said Nathan Tucker, research associate at Colorado State University. “We will continue to employ other means to help control the other invasive plant species as well.”


      Budda said participants are asked to come to the Pine View Campground Office first to get a bag and locational map of the garlic mustard before going to the site to pull the plants.


      Other environmental initiatives Pine View patrons can participate in during the upcoming summer months include a Pine View Beautification weekend from Thursday, June 1-Sunday, June 4. During this event, patrons can help clear hiking trails, plant flowers and keep the campground clean to preserve Pine View’s natural beauty.


      Members of the BCRT staff including Tucker, Fisheries Biologist John Noble and Endangered Species Biologist Tim Wilder also are scheduled to do presentations about their programs during the summer.


      Budda said she hopes these programs will increase environmental interest and awareness among the children and their parents. Campground staff also will encourage guests to pick up litter or garbage, never leave a fire unattended, and recycle, whenever possible, she said.


      For more information about Pine View offerings or events, call the Campground Office, building 8053, at (608) 388-3517/2619, the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) Events Line at (877) 864-4969 or visit the Morale, Welfare and Recreation Web site at http://www.mccoymwr.com and click on Pine View to get a listing of special events and themed weekends throughout the summer months. 
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Legacy Program Update


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/legacy.html" ��Legacy Program Announces RFP for FY 2007:� The Legacy Program is requesting proposals in which DoD can invest to support the military mission needs and improve the management of natural and cultural resources. The full RFP may be found in DENIX. All pre-proposals are due by September 15, 2006.


Legacy Project Highlight of the Month 


Legacy Project 03-144: Enhancement of Reference Collections for Bird Strike Identifications – Phase II


Bird Aircraft Strike Hazards (BASH) are more common among military aircraft due to training that occurs at high speeds and low altitudes.  Approximately three to four thousand bird strikes are recorded by DoD Services every year.  The BASH team manages the largest bird strike database used for conducting statistical analysis and environmental assessments.   Bird strikes cause problems such as financial loss, loss of mission capability for the crew, and much worse is the occurrence of aircrew mortality.  The Smithsonian Institute has provided the U.S. Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps with identifications of bird strike remains.  The Smithsonian Institute, in working to establish a better knowledge of birds involved in air strike accidents, has created bird feather collecting methods on U.S. military installations in phase I of their project, that provided 165 tissue and feather samples of birds that are commonly found in air strike situations.  Along with the expansion of the Smithsonian Institutes collection, the threat of the West Nile virus prompted the testing of over 500 of the tissues samples for any traces of the disease.              


The goal of phase II of this study was to increase the bird reference collection at the Smithsonian Institute and to collect tissue samples for research on DNA identification techniques.  The extension of this project into foreign military bases will further future analysis of DNA identification research.  Knowledge of the types of bird species that commonly occur in bird air strikes increased the ability to avoid incidents.    	


The diversity of a region, accessibility, logistics, and air base cooperation were factors that prioritized which military bases were surveyed for specimens.  The number of recorded strikes and BASH identification databases were also used in the selection of geographic locations.  Bases that were ranked highest on the priority list were surveyed for avian samples and tissue samples that provided vital comparative specimens.  The extension of this project is aimed at moving onto foreign military bases to gain much desired specimens to create a base for future analysis of DNA identification research.  This phase of the project, due to seasonal collecting opportunities and expedition planning, will last roughly  2-3 years.   


The results gained from this study helped decrease the number of bird strikes.  Information gathered by the Smithsonian Institute enhances the tools presently used for identification of bird species suffering in military aircraft strikes.  Programs aimed at preventing bird strikes were greatly supported by the knowledge gained from this study.     


The species added to the Smithsonian Institute bird collection increased the reference samples able to help in bird strike identifications.  These samples were prepared so that they are more conducive to feather identification.  Tissue samples serve to advance DNA identification techniques and were used for virology studies.     
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Sparta High School students pull garlic mustard plants near the Pine View campground  during a 2005 event. (Photo by Biological, Cultural and Resources Team)





Announcements and Events of Interest 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.npld.com/managers/register_a_site.cfm" ��National Public Lands Day!  Register NOW to Receive Promotional Materials�  National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest hands-on volunteer effort to improve and enhance the public lands American’s enjoy. In 2005, nearly 90,000 volunteers built trails and bridges, planted trees and plants, and removed trash and invasive plants. Join us Saturday, September 30, 2006 for the � HYPERLINK "http://www.npld.com/managers/register_a_site.cfm" ��13th annual National Public Lands Day� and help us care for our land. We invite everybody from federal land management agencies to state parks and playgrounds in local neighborhoods to participate. 


Along with the commemorative poster, all registrants will receive new and improved COLOR rack cards to display at their kiosks or to hand out to potential volunteers as well as promotional posters. The promotional posters have areas to highlight YOUR local event. These are designed to be displayed at park kiosks and community gathering areas. Please tell us how many of each you would like when registering your event. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.abcbirds.org/cats/" ��New Report Documents First Ever Multi-State Review of Feral Cat Impacts on Birds� American Bird Conservancy (ABC) has published a new report, Impacts of Feral and Free-ranging Cats on Bird Species of Conservation Concern: A Five-State Review of New York, New Jersey, Florida, California, and Hawaii, which, for the first time, analyzes the effects that cats are having on some of America’s most at-risk bird species at cat predation hotspots. The five-state review illuminates troubling threats to endangered species such as the Florida Scrub-Jay, Piping Plover, and Hawaiian Petrel, and other key birds such as the Painted Bunting, Least Tern, and Black Rail. 


The report highlights the growing trend of so-called “managed” feral cat colonies that use Trap/Neuter/Release (TNR) techniques, and their effects on birds, particularly at State and Globally Important Bird Areas. The evidence is clear: free-roaming cats are bad for birds. The report draws other important conclusions, perhaps most significantly that state and federal resources for controlling feral cats must be significantly increased in order to achieve the goals identified in Endangered Species Recovery Plans and State Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategies. For more information on the report or the Cats Indoors! Campaign, please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:lwinter@abcbirds.org" ��Linda Winter�, Director of ABC’s Cats Indoors! the campaign for safer birds and cats, at 202-234-7181, ext. 201


� HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/symposium" ��SERDP and ESTCP to Host Annual Technical Symposium & Workshop� Partners in Environmental Technology Technical Symposium & Workshop, “Meeting DoD’s Environmental Challenges,” will be held November 28-30, 2006, at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D.C.  During the Symposium, more than 300 posters will be on display to facilitate technology transfer among the approximately 900 attendees.  A limited number of spaces are available to display poster presentations of technologies that relate to the Symposium & Workshop technical session topics.  If you are interested in being considered for poster space in one of the poster sessions, please refer to the abstract guidelines that are posted at � HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org" ��www.serdp.org� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.estcp.org" ��www.estcp.org�.  Both federal and non-federal submissions will be considered.  Abstracts should address the technical accomplishments as well as scientific and engineering aspects of the project or technology.  All abstracts must be received by July 31, 2006.  


This annual Technical Symposium & Workshop, sponsored by the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) and the Environmental Security Technology Certification Program (ESTCP), will feature comprehensive sessions highlighting research and innovative technologies that are assisting the Department of Defense (DoD) to address increasingly complex environmental challenges.  For a listing of preliminary technical session topics and other conference information, such as registration, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/Symposium" ��http://www.serdp.org/Symposium�, send an e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:partners@hgl.com" ��partners@hgl.com�, or call the Symposium Contact Line at (703) 736-4548.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lta.org/training/rally.htm" ��Land Trust Alliance Rally�  October 12-15 in Nashville Convention Center, Nashville, Tennessee. Connect with more than 1,700 conservation leaders at the world's premier gathering of land trust professionals, volunteers, board members, public agency staff, attorneys, appraisers and land conservation advocates for the 19th Rally!  Each year the National Land Conservation Conference unites land conservationists to learn how federal legislation will dramatically change their ability to do land conservation. 


� HYPERLINK "http://chppm-www.apgea.army.mil/Entomology-GIS/default.aspx" ��U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine- Entomology and Pest Mapping� The Entomological Sciences Program has added a GIS section to its web site.  The Entomology-GIS site provides a brief description of GIS, examples of how it has been used to map pests on military installations, and contact information for help in setting up a GIS for pest management.


�HYPERLINK "http://www.hccfl.edu/depts/detp/ecoconf.html"��33rd Annual Conference on Ecosystem Restoration and Creation� November 2 - 3, 2006 at the Trinkle Building located on the Plant City campus of Hillsborough Community College (Plant City, Florida). The Annual Conference provides a forum for the nationwide exchange of results of the latest scientific research on restoration, creation, and management of not only freshwater and coastal systems but total ecosystems including upland and transitional areas.


� HYPERLINK "https://srp.army.mil/ITAM/Workshop/UpcomingWorkshop.aspx?AreaId=5" ��2006 ITAM Workshop�  August 7-10, 2006, Fort Riley, Kansas.  Fort Riley will host the 15th Annual ITAM Workshop in Manhattan, KS.  The theme for this year’s Workshop is “Sustaining Army Training in the Nation’s Heartland”.  All meeting facilities are located on the campus of Kansas State University (K-State).  General and breakout sessions will take place in the K-State Student Union.  Several dining options are available within the K-State Student Union.  Additional dining establishments are located within a few blocks of the university.  Lodging accommodations are reserved at ten area hotels.  Most of the hotels are not within walking distance of the meeting facilities, so rental cars and carpooling are highly encouraged.  Hotel reservation information will be included with the Workshop invitation, scheduled for release in early May. The Workshop Field Day will take place at Fort Riley on Thursday, 10 August.  Morning sessions will focus on land sustainment issues.  During the afternoon, attendees will choose from an outstanding variety of tours.  Topics include the Fort Riley Conservation Program, LRAM Commercial Exhibitor demonstrations, the U.S. Cavalry Museum, and the General Custer House.  Additionally, participants will have the opportunity to fire machine gun blanks at pop-up targets, and the opportunity to experience M1A1 Abrams and Bradley Fighting Vehicle simulators. The Thursday Evening Closing Ceremony and Dinner will be held at the K-State Alumni Center, located adjacent to the K-State Student Union.  Festivities will include a catered buffet dinner, cash bar, and musical entertainment.  


�HYPERLINK "http://dodtes.nbii.gov./portal/server.pt"��DoD's Threatened and Endangered Species Document Repository� The DoD TES Document Repository seeks to create, develop, and maintain an easily-accessible and highly functional online repository of documents that centralize valuable gray literature on DoD’s high priority TES, and provides broad access to its contents. To view the site, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://dodtes.nbii.gov." \t "_blank" �http://dodtes.nbii.gov.�  For specific questions or to submit a document, e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:tesrepository@hgl.com." \t "_blank" �tesrepository@hgl.com.�
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Fort McCoy, continued from page 1





Did You Know?


Legacy requires a Mandatory Expected Product Submission Form! The Legacy Program coordinates and monitors the progress of hundreds of projects each year. This results in a large number of expected products being turned in. To keep appropriate track and record for all expected products delivered to Legacy, our office developed the Mandatory Expected Product Submission Form (see image below). When a project manager is ready to submit an expected product, the project manager must submit the form along with all deliverables. This form is generated from the Legacy tracker, in the Expected Products Tab.








Legacy, continued from page 1
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Contact Us


For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Peter.Boice@osd.mil" ��L. Peter Boice�


Conservation Team Leader





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil" ��Jane Mallory� 


Natural Resource Management  Specialist


703-604-1774





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil" ��Pedro Morales�


Natural Resource Management Specialist


703-604-1933





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Julie.Schablitsky.ctr@osd.mil" ��Julie Schablitsky�


Cultural Resource Management Specialist


703-604-1724
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Disclaimer


Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information. However, with the hundreds of documents available online, often uploaded within short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. With respect to documents and information referenced by means of hyperlinks on this publication, neither the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Plexus Scientific (website contractor) nor their employees and contractors make any warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to documents available from Department of Defense websites, or from independent parties outside of DoD. Additionally, the U.S. Government, DoD, nor Plexus Scientific assume no legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, or process disclosed herein and do not represent that use of such information, product, or process would not infringe on privately owned rights.
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Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil" ��Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil�.
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Sample of Mandatory Expected Product Submission Form





Recent Natural Resources Documents On DENIX


NEW! �HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/SancEffects-report.pdf"��An Assessment of the Condition of Coral Reefs Off the Former Navy Bombing Ranges� This Study documents the condition of fringing coral reefs in military and non-military areas, using the Puerto Rican islands of Culebra and Vieques as models.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/GAO-Plan-Jan06.pdf" ��Department of Defense, Department of Interior, and the US Department of Agriculture Interagency Action Plan to Address the GAO Report on Endangered Species Management Affecting DoD Lands� The Department of Defense, Interior, and Agriculture have developed an Interagency Action Plan for endangered species management affecting DoD lands to address the GAO recommendations.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/inrmp.html?fm-natres" ��Integrated Natural Resources Management Planning Guidance� Provides general Marine Corps guidance on Integrated Natural Resources Management Plans and new Department of Defense guidance on Integrated Natural Resources Management Plans.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Lessons Learned: Sonoran Desert Ecosystem Initiative (Legacy # 04-1703)� The Sonoran Desert Ecosystem Initiative focused on conservation opportunities within the 55- million acre Sonoran Desert Ecoregion. The project included multi-partner collaboration and activities in 3 main program areas: site-based conservation planning using a biodiversity management framework, ecosystem monitoring and coordinated management, and invasive plant management.  This document details lessons learned in 3 main categories: (1) partnerships, (2) results, and (3) public involvement.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" ��Monitoring and Management of a Sensitive Resources: A Landscape-level Approach with Amphibians Final Report FY 99 (Legacy 01-67)� This document provides identification information on the larval and adult life history stages for the most common amphibians on USMC Camp Lejeune, Dare County Bombing Range, and USMC Cherry Point Air Station, NC.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/05FY03-04FactSheetDraftPic.pdf" ��Aquatic Management Strategies and Actions Through a Comprehensive Management Plan for the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) Phase (Legacy 04-182):� Summarizes the objectives, approach and accomplishments of the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) in the cooperative management and restoration of aquatic systems in northwest Florida and south Alabama. Areas include invasive species, encroachment, disaster –related disturbance, recreation, education, and outreach.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Aquatic Management Strategies and Actions through a Comprehensive Management Plan for the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) Phase I and II Final Report:  FY 2003-2004� (Legacy 04-182) January 2006:  This document details the action undertaken by the GCPEP staff in the areas of restoration, invasive species, encroachment, disaster-related disturbance, restoration, recreation, education and outreach in northwest FL and southern AL. Also details follow-on work planned in each area.
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/News/OSD/ESH-Report/Images/pg15b.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Air craft flying through a flock of birds


(Photo by Air Force Bird Aircraft strike Hazard team)
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