
Department of Defense

Legacy Resource Management Program


Natural Selections
Volume 3, Issue 3
March 2007
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.emf]
	Inside This Issue

	1
	Legacy Program Update 

	1
	Legacy Project Highlight of the Month

	1
	In The News

	2
	Training   *NEW*

	3
	Announcements and Events of Interest

	6
	Recent Natural Resources Documents On DENIX

	7
	Did You Know?    

	7
	Contact Us


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]




[image: image5.png]












�


In The News


Fort Benning Sends Woodpeckers To Repopulate Storm-Hit Forest 


by Rachel Houston 


Fort Benning Bayonet 


Fort Benning, Ga., sent nine red-cockaded woodpeckers to help De Soto National Forest, Miss., restore its population of the bird in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.


The De Soto National Forest lost 15 red-cockaded woodpeckers during Katrina, said Diane Tyrone of the U.S. Forest Service. Officials found two dead in their cavities, the living spaces they carve into trees.


Several trees broke off at the cavity, and the other 13 birds were missing.


"We have a really low population. The translocation is absolutely critical to the survival of our population," Tyrone said.


Fort Benning's Conservation Branch caught three pairs and three single female woodpeckers to send to the De Soto National Forest. The red-cockaded woodpecker is on the endangered species list. To be removed from the list, the 13 primary recovery locations must have a population of at least 351 active breeding pairs of woodpeckers, said Michael Barron, wildlife biologist in the Conservation Branch.


The primary recovery areas are federal properties, including three Army installations and one Air Force base. There are currently 265 active clusters of woodpeckers documented on Fort Benning. A cluster includes the active breeding pair and several single birds, which are typically the offspring of the breeding pair, Barron said.


Although Fort Benning is still working toward their goal population numbers, woodpeckers are translocated to other places in order to help the ultimate goal, which is to get the bird off the endangered species list, Barron said.


"Other places need a jumpstart, so we take the birds from stable, larger populations," Barron said. Earlier, Fort Benning captured and sent woodpeckers to Talladega National Forest in Alabama. No other woodpeckers were to be translocated from Fort Benning in 2006, Barron said.


Once the species is off the endangered species list, the restrictions on Fort Benning will be lifted, Barron said. Training is restricted in areas where the woodpeckers live. The red-cockaded woodpecker is the only endangered species of woodpecker in the Southeast, Barron said.


Fort Benning has 85,000 to 90,000 acres of woodpecker habitat. Red-cockaded woodpeckers make cavities in living longleaf pine trees, and it can take a year or more to make a single cavity large enough for one bird, Barron said.


"The reason we've been able to expand the population is artificial cavities," he said. Holes are made in suitable trees for wooden boxes to be placed in, or cavities are drilled into the tree.


There were 176 active clusters in 1995, when Barron came to Fort Benning, compared to 265 today. The Conservation Branch staff keeps track of the birds by placing identification bands on their legs. The trees that have a woodpecker cavity in them are marked with two white bands around the trunks.


In the De Soto National Forest, 77 artificial cavities have been built since the hurricane last year. The captured birds were placed in individual cavities on arrival in Mississippi for the night. In the morning, they were released along with their potential mates, in the hopes that the birds will stay together, Tyrone said. 


�














Legacy Program Update


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dodlegacy.org/legacy/index.htm" ��Legacy Program waiting final decision on Round 2 of Legacy funds:� Legacy staff will be meeting with the Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Environment, Safety and Occupational Health in mid April to discuss release of Round 2 Legacy funding. A second announcement for the remaining $387k is expected by late April 2007. Funding awards are posted online on the Legacy Tracker at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dodlegacy.org" ��http://www.dodlegacy.org� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.publiclandsday.org" ��Now Accepting National Public Lands Day (NPLD) Applications!:� Applications for NPLD Legacy funds are available for base-level projects on any Department of Defense site that supports the goals of National Public Lands Day (NPLD) and emphasize natural and cultural resource management. The deadline for submitting applications is May 31, 2007. For more information visit NPLD website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.publiclandsday.org" ��http://www.publiclandsday.org� or contact Claudia Kessel, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:claudia@neetf.org" ��claudia@neetf.org� or Jane Mallory, with the Legacy Program at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil" ��Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com/"��2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Conference:� The website for the DoD’s Sustaining Military Readiness Conference, also known as the Conservation Plus Conference, is up and running. In addition to the Natural and Cultural Resources sessions held at previous conferences, this expanded conference includes significant sessions on Sustainable Ranges and Compatible Land Use. Please visit: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com/" ��http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com/�


Legacy Project Highlight of the Month


Legacy Project 04-230 Wildland Fire Risk Assessment of Western Military Installations: 


Wildland fires in the U.S. have grown in size and intensity in the past ten years, particularly in the West.  The causes of this trend are complex and varied, but the result is a new era of large-scale, high severity fires threatening people, property, and natural resources.  As a major landholder in the West, the U.S. Military has a vested interest in the future of wildland fire management.  The complexities of firefighting on military installations present a situation in which pre-emptive management reaps considerable rewards relative to reactive emergency responses.  However, funds to achieve objectives are limited and knowing where to focus pre-fire management is essential.  This study examined this critical gap from a strategic (Western U.S.) perspective, with emphasis on prioritizing installations based on their exposure to wildland fire risk.


Our objective was to provide a ranked list of all sizable DoD installations in the western U.S. based on each installation’s exposure to wildfire risk as well as eight input factors. We analyzed a total of 118 installations, all over 1,000 acres. 


Wildfire risk is often defined as the hazard that vegetative fuels pose.  This is correct, but incomplete.  In fact, risk is comprised of three factors - the probability of an event occurring, the possible severity of the event, and the potential for losses.  In the case of wildfire, these can be defined as ignitions, hazards, and values. Thus, fuels are but one aspect of risk.  We included estimations of ignitions; fuels, climate, topography, obstructions to fire progress, firefighter access (hazards); and infrastructure, erosion, and rare species (values) to estimate the risk wildfire poses.  Each of these estimates originated from national scale data and was processed to achieve indices which can be compared.


Funding for fire management, or any program, is limited and efficient disbursement is key to maximizing returns. By ranking installations throughout the western U.S., information is available to more judiciously apply funds to those installations in greatest need.


The strength of this study is its comprehensive nature. Installations are ranked based on equal criteria across the region.  Therefore, ‘flagship’ installations are not the only ones ranked highly. This project determined installations most at risk occur in the Southwest and California, almost without exception. The reasons for these results are only partly attributable to the fuels situation, however, as high resource values are also a major factor. Many installations throughout the West have severe fuel buildups, but only those installations with a combination of risk factors are at highest risk.


In order to facilitate decision-making, a secondary product ranks all of the installations for each of eight inputs as well as each of the three major components of risk – ignition, hazard, and value.
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� HYPERLINK  \l "highlightforwardlink1" ��See Legacy, page 4�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Newsforwardlink1" ��Fort Benning, page 5�








Announcements and Events of Interest 


FEATURED! � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com" ��DoD’s “Conservation Plus” Conference:�  The 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Conference will be held July 30 to August 3, at the Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando, FL.  The 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Conference will bring together DoD professionals from the operational, environmental conservation, and planning communities along with partners from other government and non-governmental agencies and organizations to participate in training opportunities, discuss projects and programs, share lessons learned, and exchange information for the purpose of sustaining military readiness through conservation, compatible land use planning, and encroachment mitigation. For more details and registration information visit the conference website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com/" ��http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com/�


NEW! � HYPERLINK "http://www.ces.fau.edu/amclif" ��Applied Management of Conservation Lands in Florida Conference� The first conference on Applied Management of Conservation Lands in Florida will be held June 20-22, 2007 at Orlando's Caribe Royale. Convened by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, this conference will provide a forum for the exchange of new ideas, approaches, methods, and pertinent data on applied management of conservation lands in Florida, with an emphasis on vegetation management. For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ces.fau.edu/amclif" ��http://www.ces.fau.edu/amclif�.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbwg.org/" ��Biennial Meeting of the Western Bat Working Group� The Arizona Game and Fish Department will host the Biennial Meeting of the Western Bat Working Group, April 11-14, 2007 at the Hilton Tucson East in Tucson, Arizona. The program will include symposia, contributed papers, and posters covering a broad range of bat conservation and management issues.  Conference field trips will expose participants to the beauty of Arizona and the diversity of bat species in the state. Field trips are planned to: Sabino Canyon (bat netting), Agua Caliente Park (bat netting), Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum (social), and Kartchner Caverns. Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.wbwg.org/" ��http://www.wbwg.org/� for more information.  


2nd National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration: The 2nd National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration will be held at the Hyatt Regency Crown Center in Kansas City, MO, April 22-27, 2007.  The conference will provide many opportunities to learn about ecosystem restoration efforts throughout the country and to learn about ecosystem restoration programs. For more information, visit the conference website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/NCER2007" ��www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/NCER2007�. 


� HYPERLINK "http://gapanalysis.nbii.gov/" ��2007 National Gap Analysis Conference Featuring the Southeast Regional Gap Analysis Project� September 11-13, 2007, at the Renaissance Asheville Hotel, Asheville, North Carolina. The meeting will include presentations and discussions about recent developments and applications from GAP projects across the country. Attendees will learn about the most important environmental issues in the country, particularly in the Southeast, and to discuss how GAP data sets can be used for resource management and decision-making. A special symposium will focus on conservation issues in the Southeastern U.S. and on the use of the Southeast Regional Gap Analysis Project (SEGAP) data for addressing these issues. This symposium is intended to bring together all interested individuals and agencies to explore the highest priority management needs in this region and to discuss how data resources can be used to assist managers. 
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A new webpage highlighting "2006 Recovery Champions" has been posted by the Fish and Wildlife Service Endangered Species homepage.


The direct link is


�HYPERLINK http://www.fws.gov/endangered/recovery/champions/2006_recovery_champ_.html ��http://www.fws.gov/endangered/recovery/champions/2006_recovery_champ_.html�





Take a look and see who’s helping DoD with Endangered Species!





Did You Know?


Animal Biodiversity Rising! WASHINGTON, DC–According to a World Wildlife Fund study, stuffed-animal biodiversity is rapidly rising, with the number of species available in plush form up nearly 800 percent since 1990. 


"While the number of living species continues to plummet, the exact opposite is true of their toy counterparts," WWF director Ruth Aberg said. "This is particularly true in America, where polyester-fiber-filled replicas of even the most endangered species can be found in glorious abundance."  According to the WWF report, 885 animal species are in danger of extinction worldwide, and another 165 are classified as threatened. Of these 1,050 at-risk species, however, an estimated 970 can be found in mass quantities in children's toy boxes and on collectors' shelves.  


Stuffed-animal biodiversity, Aberg said, has not always been so robust. Ten years ago, the number of species produced by toy manufacturers was "abysmally low," mainly restricted to North American wildlife and a few select jungle animals. The past decade, however, has seen a proliferation of all manner of synthetic fauna. "There are an estimated 41,000 species of vertebrates on Earth, yet until recently, only a small handful were available for purchase–tigers, bears, lions, penguins, giraffes, and perhaps an owl or a duck," Aberg said. "Even then, only the most common species within a particular genus was represented. In the case of bears, for example, you'd have the brown bear, but rarely the polar bear and never the sun bear or sloth bear."  Today, by contrast, consumers regularly encounter river otters, hedgehogs, hammerhead sharks, warthogs, capybaras, opossums, tarantulas, and rare caimans found only in remote regions of the Amazon. Happy April’s Fool Day! (source The Onion, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.theonion.com/content/search/onion/advanced?search=endangered%20species&restrict=.site:onion" ��full story�)
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Contact Us


For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:





�HYPERLINK "mailto:Peter.Boice@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��L. Peter Boice��
�HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��Pedro Morales��
�
Conservation Team Leader�
Natural Resource Management Specialist�
�
�
703-604-1933�
�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��Jane Mallory��
� HYPERLINK "mailto:Hillori.Schenker.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections" ��Hillori Schenker��
�
Natural Resource Management Specialist�
Cultural Resource Management Specialist�
�
703-604-1774�
703-604-1724�
�
�


Disclaimer


Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information. However, with the hundreds of documents available online, often uploaded within short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. With respect to documents and information referenced by means of hyperlinks on this publication, neither the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Plexus Scientific (website contractor) nor their employees and contractors make any warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to documents available from Department of Defense websites, or from independent parties outside of DoD. Additionally, the U.S. Government, DoD, nor Plexus Scientific assume no legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, or process disclosed herein and do not represent that use of such information, product, or process would not infringe on privately owned rights.
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Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil" ��Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil�.





�








Legacy, continued from page 1
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A Fort Benning worker holds a female red-cockaded woodpecker destined for De Soto National Forest. Photo courtesy of Fort Benning.





Training 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.cecos.navy.mil/coursedetail.cfm?CourseID=14" ��Ecological Risk Assessment:� August 14-16, 2007, San Diego, CA. This course provides attendees with information on Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) and its use in the IR program. Instruction includes discussion on ERA components, how the risk manager and risk assessor decide what is needed for a site-specific ERA, technical oversight that should be included in the ERA how the tasks of the ERA should be performed, how to estimate risk based on the results of the ERA, and how the ERA fits within required regulatory processes such as RI/FS (CERCLA) and RFI/CMS (RCRA). This course was developed in coordination with the Tri-Service ERA Group and is approved by the Interservice Environmental Education Review Board (ISEERB).


� HYPERLINK "http://doilearn.doi.gov/training/classscheduler/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Home.CourseDetails&intCSCourseID=774&AddPopularity=1" ��GIS Introduction for Conservation Professionals:� June 6-8, 2007, Shepherdstown, WV. A geographic information system (GIS) is a powerful tool that can assist conservation professionals in natural resource-related projects. This course gives participants an introduction to GIS technology and terminology and teaches them how to use an existing GIS. Professionals emerge from this course with skills in the use of GIS software. Training examples use data from actual FWS projects and other similar conservation efforts.


� HYPERLINK "http://doilearn.doi.gov/training/classscheduler/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Home.CourseDetails&intCSCourseID=340&AddPopularity=1" ��Interagency Consultation for Endangered Species:� April 30-May 4, 2007, Shepherdstown, WV. Participants acquire basic information on conducting interagency consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. Key information needs and procedures are addressed, with a focus on the information needs related to biological assessments and biological opinions. Lecture and discussion emphasize interagency exchange of information and solutions to support species conservation.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.cecos.navy.mil/coursedetail.cfm?CourseID=42" ��Natural Resource Compliance:� June 19-22, 2007, West Point, NY. This course offers instruction in specific natural resource laws, regulations, policies, Executive Orders, DoD Instructions, and other guidance, noting Service-specific requirements. Course addresses stewardship, preservation, and process; fish, game, and wildlife management laws; protection of wetlands, waterways, and other protected ecological areas; forest and land use management laws; and interservice cooperation. Practical exercises and guest speakers are included. This course is approved by the Interservice Environmental Education Review Board (ISEERB).


� HYPERLINK "http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/CourseListDetail.aspx?CtrlNbr=169" ��Environmental Impact Assessment:� June 18-22, 2007, Denver, CO. This course provides students with a working knowledge of the environmental impact assessment process and the information, including environmental studies, needed to prepare an environmental impact assessment document or an environmental impact statement.  The data and information required for the environmental evaluation of a major federal action are examined and their sources discussed. Particular emphasis is placed on the physical and chemical factors which can control impacts on biological or cultural resources. The impact evaluation procedures to be followed in complying with the National Environmental Policy Act and with the Procedures and Guidelines for Water Resources Implementation Studies are outlined. Procedures are described and analyzed to assist the preparation and critique of an assessment. Points to be considered in legal challenges are discussed. Coordination and public involvement are addressed. In addition to providing assessment procedures, this course serves as preparation in the physical resource environment for separate courses on ecological and cultural resources. Cost $1230. 
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Ignition Index for the western United States based on all recorded fire starts in United States during the period 1986 to 1996.








Recent Natural Resources Documents On � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/toc.html" ��DENIX�


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/policy.html?fm-dodcp" ��Conservation of Migratory Birds Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), signed July 2006:�  Pursuant to Executive Order 13186 (January 17, 2001), Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds, this Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Defense and the US Fish and Wildlife Service outlines a collaborative approach to promote the conservation of migratory bird populations.  This MOU does not address incidental take during military readiness and does not authorize the take of migratory birds.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/policy.html?fm-dodcp" ��Memorandum: Guidance to Implement the Memorandum of Understanding to Promote Conservation of Migratory Birds (April 3, 2007):�  This memorandum from the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics) provides a call for all DoD personnel to work cooperatively with the FWS to implement the actions described in the Conservation of Migratory Birds MOU.   The attachment to the memorandum provides useful tools in implementing migratory bird conservation by the DoD.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/outreach_edu.html" ��National Public Lands Day 2006, November 2006 (Legacy 6-86) (PDF)� The Department of Defense provides funds to the National Environmental Education & Training Foundation (NEETF) for National Public Lands Day (NPLD) projects on military lands open to the public for recreation since 1999. This report summarizes the program scope within DoD and the activities performed during natural and cultural resource improvement events at 28 installations in 2006.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Actions to Abate Critical Threats, such as Encroachment and Invasive Species, Using GIS and Conservation Area Planning Across the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) Landscape Annual Report December 2006� (Legacy 05-280): This report details the goals and accomplishments during Phase I of this  two-year project, which   focuses on the initial development of this GIS database and incorporating this database into an updated GCPEP Conservation Area Plan in FL, which includes Eglin AFB. Appendices include invasive species information, a variety of resource maps and project site information. 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" \l "birds" ��Management Strategies For Reversing Declines In Landbirds Of Conservation Concern On Military Installations: Analysis of MAPS Data from Military Installations Outside of the Legacy-funded Network,  November 15, 2006� (Legacy 05-103): This report reviews data from 46 MAPS monitoring stations that have operated in the past or are still operating (in 2006) using non-Legacy funding sources. These data showed effective demographic monitoring of 34 landbird species at 27 of the 46 stations located on DoD installations. Seven of the 34 species are listed in the Partners in Flight North American Landbird Conservation Plan as Species of Continental Importance (SCI). The goal of this analysis was to report demographic parameter values for as many species as possible, compare them to other regional- or continental-scale estimates, and recommend future monitoring efforts.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/invasivespecies.html?fm-natres" ��Fact Sheet: The North Carolina Sandhills Weed Management Area: Facilitating Regional, Invasive Species Management Partnerships Among DoD and Neighboring Land Stewards� (Legacy 06-334):  This 3 page fact sheet details a project that formed the Weed Management Area (WMA) partnership of Federal, State and local government agencies, as well as, individuals, and various interested groups that cooperatively manage non-native invasive plant species (NIS) in the NC Sandhills.  The fact sheet summarizes the project objectives and accomplishments to date.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" \l "birds" ��Standardized Monitoring Strategies for Burrowing Owls on DoD Installations, December 2006� (Legacy 05-243): This report details methods and protocols for trapping, tagging, measuring, monitoring and reporting on Burrowing Owls in the southwest; includes diagrams and sample data monitoring sheets.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" \l "birds" ��Migratory Linkages of Burrowing Owls� (Legacy 05-243): this 2-page publication summarizes the objectives, goals, benefits, and those involved in this 4-year project that studies burrowing owls, a species at risk in the southwest.
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A rich spectrum of stuffed animal life is found under a leafy canopy. 
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Photo by Mark Rauzon


First Albatross Fledging in 60 Years Following Feral Cat Eradication 











Fort Benning, continued from page 1
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