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	Welcome

	Welcome to the DoD Legacy Program Natural Resources newsletter. We intend to send this newsletter on a monthly basis, highlighting natural resource projects funded by Legacy and selected items of interest to the military and the natural resource community. Please send your content suggestions for Natural Selections to Pedro Morales Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil.

The Legacy Program also has a monthly newsletter covering cultural resources items that are featured in the Cultural Resources Update Newsletter. Please contact Brian Lione Brian.Lione.ctr@osd.mil for details. 
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	Legacy Program Update

	Legacy Program Turns 15! Saturday, November 5, 2005 was the 15th anniversary to the date Congress passed legislation establishing the Legacy Resource Management Program to provide for the stewardship of all Department of Defense controlled or managed air, land and water resources.
FY 2006 Legacy Full Proposals are due November 18. The Legacy Program is now accepting full proposals from all approved pre-proposals submitted to Legacy for FY 06. Legacy Staff and Service Representatives will meet on December 5 and December 8 for full proposal’s review. 

	POSTED!  The revised Legacy Guidelines: A Reference Guide for the Legacy Resource Management Program is posted on the Legacy Tracker (www.dodlegacy.org) as well as on DENIX. This guide explains the Legacy Program and the process used in funding Legacy projects, from the pre-proposal application stage through successful project completion.

	FACT SHEETS!  Starting with the FY05 funding cycle, Fact Sheets will be required for all projects.  Although pre-FY05 projects are not required to complete Fact Sheets, we strongly encourage project managers to submit them as a means to get the word out about their Legacy projects.  Visit the Guidelines page on the Legacy Tracker for more information.  
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	Legacy Project Highlight of the Month

	The Legacy Program was established by Congress in 1990 to provide financial assistance in DoD efforts to preserve our natural and cultural heritage.  The program assists DoD in protecting and enhancing resources while supporting military readiness.  This section provides an interesting highlight of a randomly selected Legacy project to showcase the many efforts undertaken by DoD to conserve our natural and cultural resources.  See www.dodlegacy.org for more information.
Legacy Project #05-199
Multinational Study of Neotropical Migrants: The Western Sandpiper as a Model
This ongoing project has as a goal to determine the migration path and Important Bird Areas (IBAs) of neotropical migrant water birds in North America today, especially in Canada, the U.S.A. and Mexico, compared to 7, 10 and 20 years ago. The project seeks to determine if any observed change in these patterns might account for what seems to be a noticeable decrease in population numbers of some species at historical sites, some of which are on DoD lands. This project completion date is expected to be FY 2009.
This and other studies provide valuable information on migrating shorebirds, their valuable yet diminishing wetland habitats, and the crucial role both play in maintaining healthy ecosystems. DoD projects such as the one summarized above provide vital information utilized by the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network (http://www.manomet.org/WHSRN/ ) a voluntary, non-regulatory coalition of 63 sites in 8 countries that identifies and promotes conservation of crucial sites for shorebirds.  Panama Bay, Panama is a site visited by over 2 million shorebirds traveling between North and South America annually and was recently dedicated by WHSRN as a site of “hemispheric importance” in the network.  The dedication ceremony, held on October 18th 2005, was attended by dignitaries such as the ambassadors to Panama of both Canada and the U.S., the head of the Canadian Wildlife Service, a representative from the U.N. Ramsar division in Switzerland, the President of Panama's wife, city mayors, scientists, researchers, representatives from the Panama Audubon Society, principals and science teachers from local schools in Panama.

Chris Eberly, the DoD Program Manager for the Partners in Flight (PIF) Program represented the Department of Defense at the ceremony.  The following remarks delivered by Chris well-summarized DoD’s efforts and continued commitment to shorebird and shorebird habitat conservation:
“Welcome to all the honored guests of this celebration.
It is a pleasure and an honor to be part of this historic event.  This dedication is a culmination of years of good science and documentation by cooperating researchers from many countries, the vision of many hard-working officials at both the national and local levels in Panama, and an international cooperative effort to recognize and set aside an ecologically unique and valuable part of the planet. Because of these efforts over the past decade and more, those who come after us will still be able to regard, with awe and wonder, this Bay and the birds that have depended upon it for centuries.

The U.S. Department of Defense Legacy Resource Management Program has played an integral yet often behind-the-scenes role in the events leading up to this dedication.  The Legacy program has funded more than $800,000 in research and conservation projects in Panama over the past decade.   As a land bridge between two continents, Panama is the major movement corridor within the western hemisphere for intercontinental migrants.  Millions of shorebirds, and perhaps hundreds of millions of songbirds and raptors, migrate through Panama to and from their breeding and non-breeding grounds.  Some overwinter here, while others range far beyond, using Panama Bay or perhaps the lowland tropical forests in the Canal area as staging and stopover sites to fuel up before continuing their journey.  Many migration stopover sites for shorebirds in the United States are on large unfragmented wetlands and uplands managed by the Department of Defense, and are often the last intact remnants of what were once much larger ecosystems.
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The purpose of the Legacy Program is to conserve resources proactively, and it encourages cooperative international partnerships. These resources include neotropical migrants from Panama which touch down on North American soil for only a brief time during their annual cycle. The study of ecosystems ecology has shown that the whole ecosystem is greater than the sum of its individual parts. The Legacy Program promotes ecosystem management projects, recognizing that the environment functions as a whole whose interdependent parts cannot be isolated. 

Partners in Flight (Compañeros en Vuelo)—Aves de las Americas was initiated in 1991 to focus the resources of international conservation partnerships on the long-term health of birds and their habitats throughout the Western Hemisphere.  Partners in Flight brings together a diverse array of individuals and groups, including government, non-profit and academic researchers and managers. Since 1991, the Legacy program has spent over $15 million on projects that benefit the goals of Partners in Flight.  I manage the Partners in Flight program for the U.S. Department of Defense, and spend a lot of my time working to build partnerships that can celebrate conservation success stories, like the one we are celebrating here today.

The Legacy Program is currently funding a study in Panama Bay looking at northward migratory patterns for the western sandpiper, which breeds in Alaska.  Their journey follows a series of wetlands, including as many as 16 other sites in the WHSRN, and covers at least 8,000 km.  Last year, Dr. Patricia Baird and her researchers uncovered previously unknown migratory routes through Mexico.  This year, with the help of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, we have set up an educational program to be initiated next spring at Colegio Brader elementary and high school here in Panama City.  This will be the southernmost school in the Shorebird Sister Schools Program, and will join similar schools along the migration path in Culiacán, Mexico, Long Beach, California and Vancouver, Canada.  Partners in Flight is proud to be part of this process and will continue its support for the Panama Bay ecosystem, which is a vital link in the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network.

Birds carry no passports.  They do not stop at Customs.  They are international—belonging to the world.  These birds are as much a part of Panama as they are a part of Mexico, the United States and Canada.  Partners in Flight and Department of Defense Legacy program understand that by working together in partnerships we achieve more than just our individual efforts.  The birds of Panama unite us.  Thank you and congratulations on this wonderful success.”
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	Recent Natural Resource Documents on DENIX

	Please visit these links for the most recent fact sheets on the Conservation section of DENIX.

	JUST POSTED! Proceedings from the Symposium and Workshop on Threatened, Endangered, and At-Risk Species (TER-S) On DoD and Adjacent Lands (PDF) Held in Baltimore, June 7-9, 2005, the TER-S Symposium and Workshop marked the first time that a broad spectrum of researchers from diverse backgrounds, agencies  and organizations gathered to share their mutual concerns and issues regarding the need to maintain TER-S and their habitats.

	Best Practices for Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP). (DoD side only)  This document, based on extensive interviews with installation personnel and resource agency representatives, details some best practices that can be implemented to successfully implement or revise an INRMP and for developing and maintaining partnerships.

	Revised Resources for INRMP Implementation: A Handbook for the DoD Natural Resources Manager . (DoD side only)   This is an updated version of the 2002 handbook with new information and updated contacts and links. This publication incorporates information from regulations, instructions, memoranda, guides, and interviews with natural resource managers into a handbook intended to assist the natural resource managers on DoD installations in implementing their INRMPs.

	Modeling Overwintering Survival of Declining Landbirds: 2004-2005 Annual Report (PDF) Latest findings of a study by The Institute for Bird Populations in which they established six Monitoring Avian Winter Survival (MAWS) stations across four selected military installations in southeastern United States in order to obtain estimates of monthly apparent survival-rates for declining migratory landbirds species during winter months.

	An Assessment of the Conditions of Coral Reefs off the Former Navy Bombing Ranges at Isla de Culebra and Isla de Vieques, Puerto Rico (PDF)

	DoD/FWS Information and Education Working Group page displays various outreach products of the DoD/FWS I&E Working Group.  Visit this page to learn more about what the I&E group does and how you can get involved.

	All nine PowerPoint presentations from the “Supporting the Military Mission through Conservation Partnerships and Initiatives” Session of the 2005 Joint Services Environmental Management (JSEM) Conference are now available on DENIX.  Further information on the conference, including an attendee list and electronic versions of all presentations, is available at the JSEM website.

	 Fish Forage Production on Reefs Constructed from Military Armored Vehicles
(Legacy Project #04-48)

	Have you considered completing a FACT SHEET for your Legacy project?  Do you have electronic copies of Legacy reports/products that aren’t on DENIX?  Email Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil or Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil to post your materials and advertise them in Natural Selections.
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	Upcoming Events of Interest

	Partners in Environmental Technology Technical Symposium & Workshop – November 29 through December 1, 2005. Sponsored by SERDP and ESTCP, this conference will take place November 29 - December 1, 2005 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, D.C. This event will cover the latest in environmental research results and technical innovations.

	National Gap Analysis Conference and Interagency Symposium – December 6 through 8, 2005. This meeting provides an opportunity to learn about the most important environmental issues in the country, particularly in the Southwest, and to discuss how GAP data sets can be used for resource management and decision-making. A Call for Papers is posted on their website.

	National Invasive Weed Awareness Week February 26 through March 3, 2006.  The Seventh Annual National Invasive Weeds Awareness Week (NIWAW 7) will be held at the Four Points Hotel in Washington, DC to bring people and groups from across the country together to focus national attention on the severe problems created by invasive weeds. Individuals and organizations interested in this issue are invited to participate in this event and help build on the success of NIWAW activities in previous years NIWAW 7 events are designed to focus on the important roles the federal government must play to help the U.S.  deal with invasive weed problems. The schedule is also designed to provide ample time for attendees to meet with their Congressional delegations, individual federal agencies and each other.
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	Did You Know?
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The Diaprepes root weevil (Diaprepes abbreviatus), originally from the Caribbean, can feed on more than 270 plant species. In 1964 it was found in Florida crops, later detected in Texas and just recently it has been found in California. The root weevil larvae plunge underground and feed on the roots of plants. They will often encircle the taproot, impeding the ability of the plant to take up water and nutrients, killing the plant. This type of injury also provides an avenue for root rot infections. A single larva can kill young plants while several larvae can cause serious decline of older, established plants. Because larvae are below ground, it is difficult to detect them before decline of above ground portions of the host plant is observed. 
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	Contact Us

	For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:

	L. Peter Boice, Conservation Team Leader
	Jane Mallory - Natural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1774

	Brian Lione - Cultural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1724
	Pedro Morales – Natural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1933
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	Comments and Corrections

	The presence of hyperlinks to sites and documents outside of DoD do not constitute an endorsement of the information contained therein. Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil.
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