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In The News


Funding Available for Environmental Research and Development


SERDP Sustainable Infrastructure Press Release


ARLINGTON, VA, November 9, 2006—The Department of Defense (DoD), through the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP), will be funding environmental research and development in the Sustainable Infrastructure focus area. The objective of these efforts is to identify, develop, and transition environmental technologies that relate directly to defense mission accomplishment through tools and techniques that will permit the DoD to manage lands in a sustainable manner for natural resources management (e.g. ecosystem management,  maritime sustainability, threatened and endangered species, invasive species), facilities management (e.g. air/water quality, energy, noise, solid waste), and the detection and evaluation of cultural resources.  This work also encompasses the technologies required to sustain deployed forces.  SERDP intends to fund multiple projects within the Sustainable Infrastructure focus area involving the following:


1. Managing and Restoring the Dry Forest Ecological System in the Pacific Islands 


2. Impacts of Military Activities and Invasive Species on Pacific Island Freshwater and Near-Shore Marine Ecosystems 


3. Characterization of Air Emissions from Prescribed Burning


4. Scalable Power Grids that Facilitate the Use of Renewable Energy Technologies


5. Innovative Technologies for Electricity Production from Waste Heat for Deployed Forces


Projects will be selected through a competitive selection process.  PRE-PROPOSALS FROM THE NON-FEDERAL SECTOR ARE DUE BY THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2007. PROPOSALS FROM THE FEDERAL SECTOR ARE DUE BY THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2007.  Detailed instructions for federal and private sector proposers are available on the SERDP web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm" ��http://www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm�.


SERDP will also be funding environmental research and development through the SERDP Exploratory Development (SEED) program. The SEED program is designed to provide initial funding for high-risk, high payoff projects. For FY08, Sustainable Infrastructure SEED proposals are being requested for:


1. Innovative Approaches for Non-Destructive Sensing and Analysis of the Integrity of Historic Building and Structures


All SEED proposals are due by THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2007.  Detailed instructions for both federal and non-federal proposers are available on the SERDP web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm" ��www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm�.





Buffer borders Fort Riley 


Land effort to fortify Army base operations


By Mark Fagan


Lawrence Journal-World 





The Department of Defense is fortifying its perimeter defenses at Fort Riley, forming a coalition to establish a perpetual buffer against incursions by future development.


The effort, which includes financing and management provided by the Lawrence-based Kansas Land Trust, secured its first parcel of land Wednesday: 269 acres of open prairie northeast of the fort, overlooking Tuttle Creek Lake.


Coalition partners — the land trust, Department of Defense, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Kansas Conservation Commission — together paid $322,000 for a permanent conservation easement on the land that remains owned by Jane Laman, ensuring that her property’s uses will be limited to natural or agricultural operations.


The purchase is the first in a massive effort being undertaken by the trust, which hopes to secure as many as 50,000 acres along the fort’s perimeter in the coming years.


The effort’s goals:


• Preserve natural resources in the northern Flint Hills.


• Protect important, threatened and endangered species in the area.


• Retain flexibility for military operations to continue at the fort by reducing prospects for complaints about noise and other worries from people that might occupy homes or buildings that might be built nearby.


Conservation easements can keep land in place the way it is today.  “The cows don’t care if it’s noisy,” said RoxAnne Miller, executive director of the trust, which landed a commitment of $2 million for such easements from coalition partners. “You can grow crops. The agricultural uses can continue. … But when people build houses near a military property, they aren’t happy with the noise. The more complaints there are, the more incompatible the use is.”


Encroachment from development is becoming a major concern near Fort Riley, now that the 100,000-acre installation has been restored as headquarters for the Army’s 1st Infantry Division. Developers are scrambling to build enough houses, businesses, roads and other projects to accommodate the estimated 30,000 additional people expected to move into the area as part of the division’s return to the fort, about 90 miles west of Lawrence on Interstate 70.


Military leaders long have supported keeping military installations free from outside interference, and political leaders have been known to close or cut operations at bases where complaints from neighbors have been loudest. The acquisition announced Wednesday, part of a larger coalition plan to create buffers around other bases nationwide, is a victory for all parties involved, officials said. The defense department alone has $40 million set aside this year for such purchases; the money can be pooled with coalition partners on projects.


“This is a win-win partnership,” said Alex Beehler, Assistant Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Environment, Safety and Occupational Health, who signed partnership papers Wednesday near Fort Riley. “It will greatly enhance the sustainability of our installations and the working landscapes surrounding those installations. (The department) recognizes that the viability of our installations is directly linked to working with others outside our fence lines.”
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Legacy Program Update


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dodlegacy.org/legacy/index.htm" ��Legacy Program Full Proposals under review by review team:� The Legacy Program is reviewing 134 proposals (94 Natural and 40 Cultural) for consideration for FY 2007 Legacy Funds. Legacy funding awards recipients will be notified online through the Legacy Tracker at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dodlegacy.org" ��www.dodlegacy.org�, most likely in January 2007.


Legacy project highlight of the month


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Working/CWASSC/WorkingArea/Documents/documents.html" ��Legacy Project 06-334 The North Carolina Sandhills Weed Management Area:  Facilitating Regional, Invasive Species Management Partnerships Among DoD and Neighboring Land Stewards:� 





Note: You may visit the Home Page for the Weed Management Area (WMA) Working Group of the North Carolina Sandhills Conservation Partnership (NCSCP) � HYPERLINK "https://kd.erdc.usace.army.mil/projects/nc_sandhills_weed_mgmt_area/" ��https://kd.erdc.usace.army.mil/projects/nc_sandhills_weed_mgmt_area/�  





Located within the Sandhills ecoregion of North Carolina, Fort Bragg, Pope AFB, and Camp Mackall form one of the largest and most active military complexes in the world.  Land management on these installations is complicated by the combined presence of regular and diverse training land use, numerous state- and federally-listed species, and an increasing number of non-native invasive plant species (NIS). Non-native invasive plants not only impact Army natural resources stewardship responsibilities, they can also directly and indirectly affect the training and testing mission of installations. Numerous regulations and legislation exist requiring DOD installations to specifically manage invasive species in order to protect listed species and sustain quality training lands for mission requirements. To ensure sustainable land management, invasive plant control efforts will need to reach beyond installation boundaries. Otherwise a constant influx of propagules from outside the installations’ borders jeopardizes the success of on-post control efforts.


A Weed Management Area (WMA) coordinating the efforts of neighboring public and private landowners can provide the partnerships, shared responsibilities, increased efficiency, and collective vision of regional stakeholders necessary for successful invasive plant management. 


The objective of this project is to establish a regional cooperative Weed Management Area in the Sandhills ecoregion surrounding Fort Bragg, Pope AFB, and Camp Mackall. The diverse group of land managers represented in the WMA share expertise in invasive plant management and work together to develop a regional strategy for budgeting, investigating, managing, and restoring areas with invasive species infestations. By initiating the development of a Weed Management Area in the Sandhills region of North Carolina, the DoD has taken a strong leadership role in natural resources stewardship. Encouraging installation neighbors to control infestations reduces the probability of invasive species spreading onto the installation, which will reduce long-term management expenses, help protect endangered species habitat, and promote the long-term sustainability of training lands.


The North Carolina Sandhills Conservation Partnership (NCSCP) was developed with the goal to sustain and care for the Sandhills ecosystem and its endangered species. The partnership has acquired land, protected Red-cockaded Woodpecker habitat, and developed a conservation plan. However, the NCSCP has not specifically addressed the problems of invasive species in the region. This project works within the structure of the NCSCP to educate and foster regional NIS management support, organizes and coordinates a Weed Management Area with the NCSCP stakeholders, assists members of the Weed Management Area in the development of a Cooperative Agreement officially establishing the Weed Management Area, facilitates the identification of goals of the Weed Management Area and the development of an action plan, supports the development of a GIS database of known invasive plant distributions and current invasive plant management efforts, provides technical support for early detection and rapid response efforts, acts as liaison to facilitate communication and sharing of expertise, and assists the Weed Management Area in identifying and securing funding resources. 


Aggressive regional management efforts are highly effective at reducing the long-term magnitude and cost of invasive species impacts. The diverse group of land managers represented in the Weed Management Area can share resources, expertise to prevent current small, manageable infestations from spreading out of control. The North Carolina Sandhills Weed Management Area also works to prevent introductions of new regional NIS invasions identified through early detection/rapid response efforts. By coordinating these efforts in a regional approach, each landowner benefits by preventing future NIS problems that are costly and damaging to sensitive resources. 


�





� HYPERLINK  \l "highlightforwardlink1" ��See Legacy,  page 3�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Newsforwardlink1" ��SERDP, page 4�








Announcements and Events of Interest 


NEW! � HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm" ��Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program Statement of Needs announcement�: See “In The News” article for more details or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm" ��http://www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm�. 


NEW! � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com" ��2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Through Conservation, Compatible Land Use Planning and Encroachment Mitigation Conference� July 30-August 3, 2007, at the Coronado Springs Resort, Orlando, Florida. The DoD Legacy Resource Management Program (Conservation Office), the Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA), Environmental Readiness and Safety Office, Personnel and Readiness Office, SERDP/ESTCP Office, and Operational Test and Evaluation Directorate (DOT&E) are hosting a conference in 2007 for DoD personnel and invited partners.  Look for registration information and other details in the December issue of Natural Selections. Save the date for this conference at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com" ��www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com�. 


NEW! � HYPERLINK "http://www.nmfwa.org/2007_Meeting/index.cfm" ��National Military Fish and Wildlife Association “2007 Department Of Defense Natural Resources Training Workshop�” March 19-23, 2007 at the Hilton Portland and Executive Tower Hotel in Portland, Oregon. The workshop will be conducted in conjunction with the � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/pages/main.html" ��North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference�.   NMFWA technical presentations will include sessions on Fire as a Management Tool, Bio-control of Invasive Species, Habitat Restoration Using Native Plants, Herpetology, Bird Conservation, Opportunities in Conservation Training, Wetlands, Invasive Species Issues, New Bird Regulations and INRMPs, and Ecology of Military Training Disturbance.  Additional information and registration is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nmfwa.org" ��www.nmfwa.org�. 


NEW! � HYPERLINK "http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/Q37/revision.html." ��Electronic Discussion/Forum on Potential of Imported Plants to Become Invasive�  The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is hosting an electronic public discussion on methods that can be used to evaluate the potential of imported plants to become invasive species if they are introduced into the United States. Any interested person can participate in the electronic discussion, which will allow participants to upload files and interact with other participants and with APHIS staff. The electronic public discussion will be held from November 27, 2006 to January 26, 2007. On November 27, 2006 a link to the discussion was posted on this website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/Q37/revision.html" ��http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/Q37/revision.html�. 


Invasive Plant Management Workshop January 24, 2007 at the US National Arboretum in DC.  This will be the first year that this meeting, usually held at Fort Detrick, will be held at the Arboretum.  We have an excellent agenda and space is limited so please place this meeting on your calendar and register today.  Please pass this along to anyone or list you feel might be interested.  If you have any questions please e-mail or call Steven Manning at stevemanning@mindspring.com or 615-969-1309.  For more information and registration materials, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.usna.usda.gov/Education/" ��www.usna.usda.gov/Education/�. Once on the site, go to current events and programs, click on January and look for the Invasive Plant Management Workshop. When you click on registration required you will find the registration form, or call 202-245-5898.


� HYPERLINK "http://gapanalysis.nbii.gov/" ��2007 National Gap Analysis Conference Featuring the Southeast Regional Gap Analysis Project� September 11-13, 2007, at the Renaissance Asheville Hotel, Asheville, North Carolina. The meeting will include presentations and discussions about recent developments and applications from GAP projects across the country. This meeting is sponsored by the U.S. Geological Survey, The Biodiversity and Spatial Information Center at NCSU, Alabama Gap at Auburn University, the Institute of Ecology at the University of Georgia, and the University of Idaho. Attendees will learn about the most important environmental issues in the country, particularly in the Southeast, and to discuss how GAP data sets can be used for resource management and decision-making. A special symposium will focus on conservation issues in the Southeastern U.S. and on the use of the Southeast Regional Gap Analysis Project (SEGAP) data for addressing these issues. This symposium is intended to bring together all interested individuals and agencies to explore the highest priority management needs in this region and to discuss how data resources can be used to assist managers.
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SERDP, continued from page 1





Did You Know?


Living at LARGE! The blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) is the largest animal ever to inhabit the earth. It may reach lengths of up to 31 meters (100 feet)--roughly the length of a basketball court. The heart of a blue whale is the size of a small car. The tongue of a blue whale is as long as an elephant’s body. Blue whales have weighed up to 146 metric tons (160 tons). The whales consume up to eight tons of krill a day during their feeding period. Blue whales filter their food through their baleen plates. Blue whales eat krill (euphausiids) and copepods.  A blue whale can eat up to 8,000 lbs. of krill during its peak consumption period. It is estimated to take 2,200 lbs. of food to fill a blue whale's stomach. The loudest sound ever recorded from an animal was produced by a blue whale, and some scientists have speculated that these whales may be able to remain in touch with each other over hundreds of miles. The number of blue whales in the southern hemisphere has been severely depleted by whaling. Due to commercial whaling the size of the population has been depleted about 90% from its original numbers.
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Contact Us


For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:





�HYPERLINK "mailto:Peter.Boice@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��L. Peter Boice��
�HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��Pedro Morales��
�
Conservation Team Leader�
Natural Resource Management Specialist�
�
�
703-604-1933�
�
�
�
�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��Jane Mallory��
Hillori � HYPERLINK "mailto:Hillori.Schenker.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections" ��Schenker��
�
Natural Resource Management Specialist�
Cultural Resource Management Specialist�
�
703-604-1774�
703-604-1724�
�



�


Disclaimer


Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information. However, with the hundreds of documents available online, often uploaded within short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. With respect to documents and information referenced by means of hyperlinks on this publication, neither the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Plexus Scientific (website contractor) nor their employees and contractors make any warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to documents available from Department of Defense websites, or from independent parties outside of DoD. Additionally, the U.S. Government, DoD, nor Plexus Scientific assume no legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, or process disclosed herein and do not represent that use of such information, product, or process would not infringe on privately owned rights.


�


Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil" ��Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil�.
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Legacy, continued from page 1





























Recent Natural Resources Documents On � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/toc.html" ��DENIX�





NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" ��Migratory Linkages of Burrowing Owls on DoD Installations and Adjacent Lands: where do owls breeding on DoD installations in the southwestern U.S. spend the winter. April 2006� (Legacy 05-243): -This document details the progress made on a project that investigates Burrowing Owls on DoD installations and wintering grounds throughout Mexico.  Includes numbers and locations of samples taken on Davis-Monthan AFB AZ, Kirtland AFB NM, and Naval Base Coronado CA, detailed feather and specimen collection methodology and detailed information on wintering grounds, species stressors and threats throughout Mexico.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/legacy_fs.html?fm-legacy" ��Fact Sheet: Department of Defense National Public Lands Day 2005� (Legacy # 5-86): This fact sheet summarizes the ongoing National Public Lands Day project accomplishments for 2005.


NEW! State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) & INRMP Workshop Summary Atlanta GA 05, 09-11, 2006 (Legacy 5-281): These materials summarize the information from the State Wildlife Action Plans (SWAPs) and INMPs Workshop held in Atlanta GA on May 9-10-2006.  The purpose of the workshop was to bring state (GA, NC, SC, & FL), military and USFWS personnel together to integrate SWAPs and INRMPs by identifying common problems and goals for the region.  Includes the workshop workbook and information templates from GA, FL, NC and SC.  DoD side of Denix only.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Management Strategies for Reversing Declines in Landbirds of Conservation Concern on Military Lands: Enhanced Species-Landscape Models and Avian Demographics. September 2006� (Legacy #5-103): This document reports on enhancements to a species-landscape model that predicts effects of landscape change on a suite of adult and young birds in the eastern and central U.S. Findings will be used as the basis for subsequent management guidelines for installations in that region of the U.S.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/policy.html?fm-dodcp" ��Federal Native Plant Conservation Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)� (signed 09-01-06): Signed by DoD, FHA, USGS, BLM, NPS, OSMRE, USDA and USFWS, the purpose of this MOU is to establish and describe a Federal Native Plant Conservation Committee. The Committee will identify and recommend, as appropriate, priority conservation needs for native plants and their habitats and coordinate implementation of programs for addressing those needs. A native plant species is one that occurs naturally in a particular habitat, ecosystem, or region of the United States and its Territories or Possessions, without direct or indirect human actions.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/policy.html?fm-dodcp" ��Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between DoD and Bat Conservation International (BCI�) (signed 10-11-06): The purpose of this MOU is to establish procedures for planning and conducting cooperative efforts by BCI and DoD on DoD lands. It also establishes policies and procedures for BCI to provide technical assistance to DoD to maintain or increase the productivity of bats and their habitats on DoD lands; to keep once-common bat species from being Federally-listed as threatened or endangered; and to work to recover presently listed species of bats and prevent species extinction.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Wintering Ecology of Shrubland Birds: Linking Landscape and Habitat: Annual Progress Report September 2006� (Legacy 5-241): Summarizes the data collected during the first field season of winter 2005-2006 on 8 western installations that will help gain insight to Shrubland birds with regards to habitat associations on wintering grounds, climate influences and breeding-wintering ground connectivity.  Contains detailed species counts and information.  Also included is a discussion of the benefits this study will have to the military.  Information is preliminary and will be incorporated into a subsequent report and management plan.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/legacy_fs.html?fm-legacy" ��Fact Sheet: Management Strategies for Reversing Declines in Landbirds of Conservation Concern on Military Installations� (Legacy 5-103): Summarizes a Legacy-funded project that utilizes the Monitoring of Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) program to provide critical demographic data on 100+ species in the eastern and central US, which will be the basis for subsequent landscape management strategies to be employed in DoD installations in that region.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/natres-inst.html?fm-natres" ��The North Carolina Sandhills Weed Management Area Training Workshop June 8, 2006� (Legacy 6-334): Materials consist of a presentation summarizing the invasive species problems faced by the North Carolina Sandhills region which includes Fort Bragg, defines a “weed management area” and outlines the plan of action to begin to solve the weed problem.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Multi-site Management Plan Ecoregional Conservation for the Ouachita Ecoregion� (Legacy 3-179): This document consists of background information, habitat description, an assessment of ecological threats ands stresses analysis with management prescriptions for habitat in the Ouachita Highlands of Arkansas and Oklahoma, which include Little Rock Air Force Base, Fort Chaffee, and Camp Robinson.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/FS_03-185.doc" ��Fact Sheet: Invasive Plants in Managed and Natural Systems: Linking Science and Management� (Legacy 03-185): This fact sheet summarizes a project that involved the funding and organization of a 2003 conference that focused on invasive species and the promotion of cooperative management efforts and information sharing on and off DoD lands.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/FS_02-161.doc" ��Fact Sheet: Regional Ecosystem Management in the North Carolina Sandhills� (Legacy 02-161): This document summarizes a project with goals to restore and protect Red-cockaded Woodpecker populations and habitat at Ft. Bragg, NC through partnership, habitat restoration, and management and conservation program.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/FS_01-134.doc" ��Fact Sheet: Conservation of Indigenous Birds on Wake Atoll� (Legacy 01-134): This document summarizes a project dealing with the removal and eradication of feral cats on Wake Atoll (Marshall Islands, Micronesia) in order to preserve the indigenous birds whose numbers were declining due to heavy predation by numerous feral cats.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/FS_01-1715.doc" ��Fact Sheet: Survival Rates and Productivity of Landbirds on Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba� (Legacy 01-1715): This document summarizes a project that gathered information on declining neotropical migrating birds in their wintering grounds on Guantanomo Bay, Cuba and led to the development of generalized field protocols and management for this specific habitat.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" \l "birds" ��Fact Sheet: Greater Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus):� This joint document with USFWS describes the biology and populations of the Greater Sage-Grouse, a species found in sagebrush habitat in the western region of the US, and the military’s role in conserving this species at risk.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/FS_00-36.doc" ��Fact Sheet: Chesapeake Bay Program Interagency Partnership: Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV)� (Legacy 00-36): This document summarizes a project that, using existing restoration planting, identified the best areas within the bay and resulted in the development of low cost, long term SAV monitoring protocols.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/FS_03-1875.doc" ��Fact Sheet: DDT Contamination of Migrating Birds Using White-Faced Ibis as an Indicator Species� (Legacy 03-1875): This document summarizes a project that investigated the source of DDE/DDT contamination on the wintering grounds of the White-faced Ibis in California and Mexico and verified that nesting sites on NAS Fallon, NV were not the sources of contamination.  


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/FS_02-145.doc" ��Fact Sheet: Near Surface Sound Propagation, A Key to Alerting Right Whales of Approaching DoD Ships� (Legacy 02-145): This document summarizes a project that measured bow hull effects and acoustic shadowing in order to ultimately develop practical warning systems for sea vessels approaching Right Whales and other marine mammals.


�














�


In July 2004, NOAA scientists made a rare sighting in Alaskan waters. From the deck of the NOAA research vessel McArthur II, they spotted and positively identified rare and endangered blue whales, Balaenoptera musculus, the largest animals known to live on Earth. Read � HYPERLINK "http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2004/s2269.htm" ��full story�. Photo by NOAA.
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Photo by Mark Rauzon


First Albatross Fledging in 60 Years Following Feral Cat Eradication 
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The purpose of creating a Weed Management Area is to facilitate cooperation among all land managers and owners within a defined region to manage a common invasive plant species problem.  Aggressive regional management efforts are highly effective at reducing the long-term magnitude and cost of invasive species impacts
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