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	Welcome

	Welcome to the DoD Legacy Program Natural Resources newsletter. We intend to send this newsletter on a monthly basis, highlighting natural resource projects funded by Legacy and selected items of interest to the military and the natural resource community. Please send your content suggestions for Natural Selections to Pedro Morales Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil.

The Legacy Program also has a monthly newsletter covering cultural resources items featured in the Cultural Resources Update Newsletter. Please contact Brian Lione Brian.Lione.ctr@osd.mil for details. 
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	Legacy Program Update

	FY 2006 Legacy pre-proposals round totaled 216 submissions. The Legacy Program  received a total of 216 pre-proposal submissions, 149 in Natural Resources and 67 in Cultural Resources, totaling $28.3 million. The Legacy Review Team requested full proposals for 89 natural resources pre-proposals and 35 cultural resources pre-proposals. Full proposals submissions are due to Legacy by November 18, 2005.

	POSTED!  The revised Legacy Guidelines: A Reference Guide for the Legacy Resource Management Program is posted on the Legacy tracker (www.dodlegacy.org) as well as on DENIX. This guide explains the Legacy Program and the process used in funding Legacy projects, from the pre-proposal application stage through successful project completion.

	FACT SHEETS!  Starting with the FY05 funding cycle, Fact Sheets will be required for all projects.  Although pre-FY05 projects are not required to complete Fact Sheets, we strongly encourage project managers to submit them as a means to get the word out about their Legacy projects.  Visit the Guidelines page on the Legacy Tracker for more information.  
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	Legacy Project Highlight of the Month

	The Legacy Program was established by Congress in 1990 to provide financial assistance in DoD efforts to preserve our natural and cultural heritage.  The program assists DoD in protecting and enhancing resources while supporting military readiness.  This section provides an interesting highlight of a randomly selected Legacy Project to showcase the many efforts undertaken by DoD to conserve our natural and cultural resources.  See www.dodlegacy.org for more information.

Legacy Project #03-105
Landscape Analysis for Grassland Bird Conservation in the Eastern United States
This study performed a landscape analysis of all eastern United States Installations to determine DoD installation’s potential for grassland bird conservation. The study consisted of a GIS analysis of eastern United States installations using a coarse-filter approach to determine which military installations have the potential to provide grassland habitat. The study also included a buffer analysis to determine if the extent of grassland within the military installation was representative of grassland habitat within the surrounding landscape and determine how much potential exists in the surrounding landscape (within 30 km) for grassland restoration.  Of the 186 facilities in the eastern US managed by the DoD, 45 contained at least one large (40 ha) patch of grassland, including one port managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 23 Army, 3 Air Force, 3 Marine Corps, 11 Navy, and 4 National Guard installations; providing at least 65,000 ha of grassland in patches greater than 40 ha.  The selected installations included 33 within 300 km of either the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico, with the majority found in the south eastern US.  The buffer analysis identified installations with different landscape composition than the surrounding landscape and identifying installations with greater grassland cover.  This analysis will help target areas for conservation efforts so as to maximize limited funding for wildlife management while providing open areas needed for military activities and grassland bird habitat. 
The study also provided the military with a Grassland Habitat Management Plan using Fort Campbell (Kentucky) as an example. Fort Campbell contains one of the largest areas of native grasslands in the eastern United States. Management of this landscape to meet military objectives in the past has protected native grasslands. The dramatic decrease of native grasslands outside Fort Campbell from the 1900’s to 1940’s can mainly be attributed to the clearing of land for agriculture and suppression of fire. Farmers converted native grasslands to cool season species for livestock forage and small grains crops. More recently, increasing urbanization and a shift from pastures and small grains to row crops of corn and soybeans have continued the decline in grass-dominated habitats. This decline in grassland habitats has put the population viability of numerous wildlife species in serious jeopardy. Military installations in the region are one exception to the trend in loss of native grasslands because some of these installations have maintained significant acreage in native grasses to facilitate military training. However, since 1938 approximately 70% (48,000 acres) of Fort Campbell’s grassland has reverted to forest; about 13,000 acres were planted with pine and 35,000 acres reverted to forest through natural plant succession.  Controlled fire is an effective and inexpensive tool for maintaining native grasslands.  However, managed fires have not been frequent enough and/or intense enough to prevent fields from succeeding to forests.  The final Management Plan produced by the University of Tennessee presented detailed management options for restoring these lands to conditions that would more closely meet the needs of DoD for training and simultaneously provide extended tracts of habitat for wildlife. 
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	Recent Natural Resource Documents on DENIX

	Please visit these links for the most recent fact sheets on the Conservation section of DENIX.

	Best Practices for Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP). (DOD side only)  This document, based on extensive interviews with installation personnel and resource agency representatives, details some best practices that can be implemented to successfully implement or revise an INRMP and for developing and maintaining partnerships.

	Revised Resources for INRMP Implementation: A Handbook for the DoD Natural Resources Manager . (DOD side only)   This is an updated version of the 2002 handbook with new information and updated contacts and links. This publication incorporates information from regulations, instructions, memoranda, guides, and interviews with natural resource managers into a handbook intended to assist the natural resource managers on DoD installations in implementing their INRMPs.

	Modeling Overwintering Survival of Declining Landbirds: 2004-2005 Annual Report (PDF) Latest findings of a study by The Institute for Bird Populations in which they established six Monitoring Avian Winter Survival (MAWS) stations across four selected military installations in southeastern United States in order to obtain estimates of monthly apparent survival-rates for declining migratory landbirds species during winter months.

	SOON! SAV Restoration Handbook: A Guide for Restoring SAV on DOD Installations (PDF) This handbook presents a standardized approach and detailed accepted protocols for conducting an SAV restoration program on DOD installations. 

	SOON! Proceedings from the Symposium and Workshop on Threatened, Endangered, and At-Risk Species (TER-S) On DoD and Adjacent Lands (PDF) Held in Baltimore, June 7-9, 2005, the TER-S Symposium and Workshop marked the first time that a broad spectrum of researchers from diverse backgrounds, agencies  and organizations gathered to share their mutual concerns and issues regarding the need to maintain TER-S and their habitats.

	An Assessment of the Conditions of Coral Reefs off the Former Navy Bombing Ranges at Isla de Culebra and Isla de Vieques, Puerto Rico (PDF)

	DoD/FWS Information and Education Working Group page displays various outreach products of the DoD/FWS I&E Working Group.  Visit this page to learn more about what the I&E group does and how you can get involved.

	All nine PowerPoint presentations from the “Supporting the Military Mission through Conservation Partnerships and Initiatives” Session of the 2005 Joint Services Environmental Management (JSEM) Conference are now available on DENIX.  Further information on the conference, including an attendee list and electronic versions of all presentations, is available at the JSEM website.

	Threatened and Endangered Species on DoD Lands – Fact Sheet

	List of Threatened and Endangered Species on DoD Lands (as of May 2004)

	DoD Threatened and Endangered Species Expenditures (FY1991 – FY2004)

	Species at Risk on Department of Defense Installations (PDF)
(Legacy Project #01-1744)

	Real-time Watershed Biomonitoring for Ecosystem Health
(Legacy Project #04-201)

	Cultural and Biological Survey of Caves at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri (2004) (PDF)
(Legacy Project #02-173)

	Grand Bay - Banks Lake Stewardship Partnership (Phase I Final Report) (PDF)
(Legacy Project #01-158)

	Fish Forage Production on Reefs Constructed from Military Armored Vehicles
(Legacy Project #04-48)

	Legacy Project 03-23 Fact Sheet: 
Pulling Together (PTI): A Public/Private Partnership for Invasive and Noxious Plant Management

	Legacy Project 04-86 Fact Sheet:
National Public Lands Day Legacy Partnership

	Legacy Project 03-22 Fact Sheet:
Field Evaluation of Chemical Methods for Brown Tree Snake Management

	Legacy Project 03-160 Fact Sheet:
Model Invasive Species Control Project:  Yellow Starthistle

	Have you considered completing a FACT SHEET for your Legacy project?  Do you have electronic copies of Legacy reports/products that aren’t on DENIX?  Email Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil or Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil to post your materials and advertise them in Natural Selections.
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	Upcoming Events of Interest

	Partners in Environmental Technology Technical Symposium & Workshop – November 29 through December 1, 2005. Sponsored by SERDP and ESTCP, this conference will take place November 29 - December 1, 2005 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, D.C. This event will cover the latest in environmental research results and technical innovations.

	National Gap Analysis Conference and Interagency Symposium – December 6 through 8, 2005. This meeting provides an opportunity to learn about the most important environmental issues in the country, particularly in the Southwest, and to discuss how GAP data sets can be used for resource management and decision-making. A Call for Papers is posted on their website.
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	Did You Know?

	Legacy Staff accepts online proposals from registered users. Registration is very easy; all you need to do is fill out the online form at www.dodlegacy.org and your account request is approved within one business day.

	Back to Top

	Contact Us

	For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:

	L. Peter Boice, Conservation Team Leader
	Jane Mallory - Natural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1774

	Brian Lione - Cultural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1724
	Pedro Morales – Natural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1933
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	Comments and Corrections

	The presence of hyperlinks to sites and documents outside of DoD do not constitute an endorsement of the information contained therein. Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil.

	Back to Top


Vol. 1 (2)

