Ships to Reefs
The Navy’s “Ships to Reefs” program was authorized under the FY04 National Defense Authorization Act.  The ex-Oriskany, on May 17, 2006, was the first ship to be sunk under the program.  The aircraft carrier was sunk 23 miles off of the Florida coast.

The ex-Oriskany was cleaned and prepared using EPA’s national guidance--“Best Management Practices for Preparing Vessels Intended to Create Artificial Reefs”.  This document is found at:
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/habitat/artificialreefs/finalguidance.html

States, commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United States are encouraged to apply for a ship by pointing their web browsers towards: http://peoships.crane.navy.mil/reefing/application.htm.
The Navy is authorized by the National Defense Authorization Act to share the costs of reefing with the states.

Inactive ships that are eligible to be sunk for use as artificial reefs are listed below:


ex-Forrestal


ex-Independence


ex-Constellation


ex-Arthur Radford


ex-David Ray


ex-Vincennes

Program contact information and website:
Program Executive Office Ships

1333 Isaac Hull Avenue SE

Washington Navy Yard, DC 20376

http://peoships.crane.navy.mil/reefing/default.htm

In addition to the “Ships to Reefs” program, artificial reefs have been built with military armored vehicles (MAV).

Since 1994, over 1300 MAV have been placed in the waters of 11 states.

These MAV have been shown to provide excellent and durable habitats for reef-building organisms and bottom fish like grouper and snapper.

Point of contact: Dr. Daniel J. Sheehy


   Aquabio



   350 Massachusetts Ave., #142



   Arlington, MA, 02476 
