Timeline of DOD Coral Reef Accomplishments

1992: Installed buoys at John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park to protect sea grass beds.a
1992: Restored 1000 acres of mangroves in the Los Machos and Red Mangrove forests in Puerto Rico.a
1992: Work was begun to establish a marine preserve at Andersen Air Force Base.a
1993: Army established the Pacific Equatorial Atoll Research Laboratory to study rare and threatened species and marine resources.a
1994: Began placing military armored vehicles as artificial reefs in cooperation with the states.b
1996: “A Manual for Monitoring Coral Reefs with Indicator Species: Butterfly Fishes as Indicators of Change on Indo-Pacific Reefs.”c 
1997: Finished cleanup of Midway Atoll and handed it over to the US Fish and Wildlife Service to be managed as a National Wildlife Refuge.a
1999: Installed four buoys at St. John, Virgin Islands, to protect a nearby reef.a
1999: A study was undertaken to assess the effects of ocean currents on the marine preserve at Andersen Air Force Base.  The study results enhanced conservation efforts and resource management.a 

2000: Air Force installs permanent mooring buoys at Johnston Atoll.a
2002: Developed molecular screening methods of identifying aquatic invasive species.d
2005: “An Assessment of the Condition of Coral Reefs off the Former Navy Bombing Ranges at Isla de Culebra and Isla de Vieques, Puerto Rico.e
2005: Developed mission avoidance zones at the Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range based on temporal and geographic locations of marine habitats.f
2005:  Began projects to characterize aquatic invasive species like algae and plankton in ballast water.d
2007: Established the Defense Coastal and Estuarine Research Program at Camp Lejeune, NC.d
2007: Began research on applying remotely operated vehicle technology to coral reef mapping and monitoring efforts.d
2007: “Analysis of biophysical, optical, and genetic diversity of DoD coral reef communities using advanced fluorescence and molecular biology techniques.”d
2007: Air Force begins cleanup of the formerly used Urunao dumpsite at Andersen Air Force Base on the northern end of Guam.
