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Facility and Location

Hanscom Air Force Base (AFB) is located approximately 20 miles northwest of Boston and 25
miles south of Nashua, New Hampshire. L.G. Hanscom Field was built in 1941 and originally
served as a training base for P-40 Warhawk pilots bound for North Africa. The base soon took
on the air defense of Boston as an additional mission. By the 1950s, the Air Force and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology were coordinating early computer and electronics
research. In 1952, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts transferred 396 acres and leased 641
acres of the land to the Air Force, retaining the remaining 83 acres for its own use.

Military flight operations ceased in 1973, and in August 1974, the airfield reverted to state
control and was renamed L.G. Hanscom Field. The Massachusetts Port Authority currently
operates it as a civilian airport. The primary mission of Hanscom AFB is to support the Air Force
Materiel Command's Electronic Systems Center which manages the development and
acquisition of electronic command and control systems.

Media Sampled and Findings
Drinking Water — In 2007, six of six samples detected perchlorate from 0.04 to 0.16 ppb. Prior
to 2007, three of seven samples detected perchlorate from 0.05 to 0.17 ppb.

Appropriate Actions
Not Applicable. All samples were below the EPA and DoD Preliminary Remediation Goal of 15
ppb and the Maximum Contamination Level of 2 ppb for Massachusetts.





