TERMINOLOGY
Acquisition – acquiring by contract using appropriated funds for supplies or services (including construction) by and for the use of the Federal Government through purchase or lease, whether the supplies or services are already in existence or must be created, developed, or demonstrated and evaluated.  Acquisition begins when agency needs are established and includes the description of requirements to satisfy agency needs, solicitation, selection of sources, contract award and financing details, contract performance and administration, and those technical and management functions directly related to the process of fulfilling agency needs by contract. 

Affirmative Procurement Program (APP) – a program assuring CPG items composed of recovered materials and USDA-designated biobased items will be purchased to the maximum extent practicable, consistent with Federal law and procurement regulations.

Agency – means an executive agency as defined in section 105 of title 5, United States Code, excluding the Government Accountability Office.  For the purpose of the E.O., military departments, as defined in 5 U.S.C. 102, are covered under the auspices of DoD.
Biobased Product – a commercial or industrial product (other than food or feed) that utilizes biological products or renewable domestic agricultural (plant, animal, and marine) or forestry materials.

  

Certification – provided by offerors/bidders/vendors, it is written documentation certifying the percentage of recovered materials contained in products or to be used in the performance of the contract is at least the amount required by applicable specifications or other contractual requirements.  Certification on multi-component or multi-material products should verify the percentage of postconsumer waste and recycled material contained in the major constituents of the product. 
Component – one of the subordinate organizations that constitute a joint force.  Normally a joint force is organized with a combination of Service and functional components.  
Components of the Federal Green Procurement Preference Program: 

· EPA-designated recycled content products
· EPEAT-registered electronic equipment
· Environmentally preferable products and services 

· ENERGY STAR® and FEMP-designated energy-efficient products 
· Water-efficient products
· USDA-designated biobased products 

· Alternative fuel vehicles and alternative fuels 

· Non-ozone depleting substances 

· Low or non-toxic and hazardous substances or products containing low or non-toxic constituents
· Renewable energy sources and sustainable building materials
Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (CPG) Program – a procurement program through EPA, authorized by Congress under Section 6002 of the RCRA and EO 13101, which requires EPA to designate products that are or can be made with recovered materials, and to recommend practices for buying these products.  Once a product is designated, procuring agencies are required to purchase it with the highest recovered material content level practicable.  
Cost-Effective Procurement Preference Program – a procurement program favoring more environmentally-sound or energy-efficient products and services than other competing products and services, where price and other factors are equal.  
Designated Item – an available EPA CPG item or category of items, made with recovered material, advancing the purpose of RCRA when purchased; or a USDA-designated biobased item made with biobased content, advancing the purpose of the FSRIA (“Farm Bill”) when purchased. 

Energy-efficient Product – a product in the upper 25 percent of efficiency for all similar products or, if there are applicable Federal appliance or equipment efficiency standards, a product that is at least 10 percent more efficient than the minimum Federal standard
.
Environmentally Preferable – products or services having a lesser or reduced effect on human health and the environment when compared with competing products or services serving the same purpose.  This comparison may consider raw materials acquisition, production, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance, or product or service disposal. 

Estimation – quantitative determination made by vendors of the total percentage of recovered material contained in offered products.  Estimations should be based on historical or actual percentages of recovered materials in products sold in substantial quantities to the general public or on other factual basis.  EPA recommends procuring agencies maintain records of these documents for three years by product type, quantity purchased, and price paid. 

Green Products/Services – for the purposes of this document, Green Products and Services are defined as products and services meeting the requirements of one or more of the components of Federal green procurement preference programs as defined in RCRA Section 6002; FSRIA (“Farm Bill”) section 9002; the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct 2005); E.O.s 13423, 13221, and 13150; Electronic Stewardship requirements; and any Federal Green procurement Program implemented after the date of this document. 

Installation – a grouping of facilities, located in the same vicinity, which support particular functions.  Installations may be elements of a base.
Life Cycle Cost – the sum of the present value of capital costs, installation costs, operating costs, maintenance costs, and disposal costs over the lifetime of the project, product, or measure.
Life Cycle Assessment – the comprehensive examination of a product’s environmental and economic aspects and potential impacts throughout its lifetime, including raw material extraction, transportation, manufacturing, use, and disposal. 

Micro-purchase – an acquisition of supplies or services using simplified acquisition procedures, the aggregate amount of which does not exceed the micro-purchase threshold.

Micro-purchase Threshold – $3,000; (1) for acquisitions of construction subject to the Davis-Bacon Act, $2,000; (2) For acquisitions of services subject to the Service Contract Act, $2,500; and (3) For acquisitions of supplies or services that, as determined by the head of the agency, are to be used to support a contingency operation or to facilitate defense against or recovery from nuclear, biological, chemical, or radiological attack, as described in 13.201(g)(1), except for construction subject to the Davis-Bacon Act (41 U.S.C. 428a) – (i) $15,000 in the case of any contract to be awarded and performed, or purchase to be made, inside the United States; and (ii) $25,000 in the case of any contract to be awarded and performed, or purchase to be made, outside the United States.
Minimum Content Standard – the minimum recycled content or biobased content set in specifications, standards, contract scopes of work or other documents specifying the government’s minimum needs.  They are based on the recycled content levels recommended by EPA or the minimum biobased content levels recommended by USDA and are set to assure the recycled content or biobased content required is the maximum available without jeopardizing the intended item use or violating the limitations of the minimum content standards set forth by EPA's and USDA’s guidelines.

Objective – an overall environmental goal arising from the environmental policy that an organization sets to achieve and which is quantified where practicable.
Pollution Prevention – "source reduction" as defined in the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 13102, and other practices that reduce or eliminate the creation of pollutants through: (a) increased efficiency in the use of raw materials, energy, water, or other resources; or (b) protection of natural resources by conservation.
Postconsumer Material – a material or finished product whose life as a consumer item has concluded, after having served its intended use and being discarded for disposal or recovery. "Postconsumer material" is a part of the broader category of "recovered materials.”  It is also referred to as “postconsumer waste.”

Practicable – capable of performing in accordance with applicable specifications, available at a reasonable price and within a reasonable period of time, while maintaining a satisfactory level of competition with other products is being maintained.  
Preference – when two products or services are equal in performance characteristics and price, the Government, in making purchasing decisions, will favor the more environmentally-sound or energy-efficient product. 

Preference Standard – the highest practicable minimum content standard for products.  When minimum content is impractical to calculate, preference is for the presence of a recovered material or an environmentally-preferable trait (i.e., retread tires). 
Procurement Guidelines – regulations issued by EPA pursuant to Section 6002 of RCRA and by USDA pursuant to Section 9002 of FSRIA: (1) identifying items produced (or can be produced) with recovered materials or biobased materials, respectively, and where procurement of such items will advance the objectives of RCRA or FSRIA; and (2) providing recommended practices for the procurement of such items. 
Procurement Request Originators – the individual or organization responsible for defining the requirements for a purchase or acquisition program.  This term includes, but is not limited to, engineers, acquisition program managers, and all contract specification writers/reviewers.  
Recovered Material – waste materials and by-products recovered or diverted from solid waste, excluding those materials and by-products generated from, and commonly reused within an original manufacturing process. 

Recycled Material – a material utilized in place of raw or virgin material in product manufacturing consisting of materials derived from postconsumer waste, industrial scrap, material derived from agricultural wastes, and other items, all of which can be used in new product manufacture. 

Recycling – the series of activities, including collection, separation, and processing, by which products or other materials are recovered from the solid waste stream for use in the form of raw materials in the manufacture of new products other than fuel for producing heat or power by combustion.
Solid Waste – garbage, refuse, sludge, and other discarded solid materials, including those from industrial, commercial, and agricultural operations, and from community activities.  This excludes solids or dissolved materials in domestic sewage or other significant pollutants in water resources, such as silt, dissolved or suspended solids in industrial waste water effluents, dissolved materials in irrigation return flow, etc. 

Specification – a clear and accurate description of the technical requirements for materials, products, or services including the minimum requirement for materials' quality and construction and any equipment necessary for an acceptable product.  In general, specifications are in the form of written descriptions, drawings, prints, commercial designations, industry standards, and other descriptive references. 

Target – detailed performance requirement, quantified where practicable, applicable to the organization or parts thereof, that arises from the environmental objectives that needs to be set and met in order to achieve those objectives.
Unreasonable Price – when recycled product cost is greater compared to virgin material cost. (Unreasonable price is not a factor when minimum content standards are specified in the statement of work/procurement request, because price estimates will only be obtained from vendors who can supply products meeting recovered material content requirements.)

Verification – procedures used by procuring agencies to confirm both vendor estimates and certifications of the percentages of recovered material contained in the products supplied to them or to be used in the performance of a contract. 

Virgin Material – previously unused raw material, including previously unused copper, aluminum, lead, zinc, iron, other metal or metal ore; or any undeveloped resource that is, or with new technology will become, a source of raw materials. 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/Awards/awards.html" 



