THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

3010 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3010 

                                                                                                                    Mar 19 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS 

           CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

           UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (COMPTROLLER) 

           UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (POLICY 

           DIRECTOR, DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 

           ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE 

           GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

           INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

           DIRECTOR, OPERATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION 

           ASSISTANTS TO THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

           DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT 

           DIRECTORS OF THE DEFENSE AGENCIES 

SUBJECT: Preference for Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Guideline Items 

Effective the date of this memorandum, DoD's affirmative procurement program is  

revised to include the twelve new guideline items (attachment 1) that the Environmental  

Protection Agency designated on November 13, 1997. 

USD(A&T) memorandum "Preference for Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  

Guideline Items," dated August 25, 1994 (attachment 2), established the DoD affirmative  

procurement program. Requirements of the program remain the same with one exception: A  

written determination is unnecessary for purchases of guideline items made below the  

micropurchase threshold. For any purchases of guideline items made above the micropurchase  

threshold, an exception to the preference must be based on a written determination made in  

accordance with the Federal Acquisition Regulation Part 23.404(b)(3). 

Additional information concerning the twelve new items can be obtained in EPA's  

"Comprehensive Guideline for Products Containing Recovered Material; Final Rule" and EPA's  

"Recovered Material Advisory Notice II; Notice of Availability." Both of these documents are  

available on EPA's web site at http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/rman2.htm. 

Section 501 of EO 13101 requires that federal agencies, when developing, reviewing, or  

revising Federal and military specifications, product descriptions (including commercial item  

descriptions), and standards, consider recovered materials and any environmentally preferable  

purchasing criteria developed by the EPA, and ensure the criteria are complied with in  

developing or revising standards. I direct that DoD components that manage standardization  

documents shall comply with this section of the executive order by reviewing applicable  

standardization documents, and, if appropriate, revising them as required by the EO and by  

5.3.3.10 of Military Standard 961D, "Defense Specifications."  

The Department of Defense continues to strongly support the use of quality products made  

with recycled content. Our support of quality products made with recycled materials will  

demonstrate a commitment to creating new markets for environmentally preferable products, and  

help achieve DoD's environmental security goals. Please communicate this information on the  

additional activities. 

Dave Oliver 

Principal Deputy 

Attachments: 

As stated 

cc: Chief of Engineers, US Army Corps of Engineers  

Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command  

Defense Standardization Program Office  

Director, Defense Logistics Agency 

                                       Attachment 1 

 Categories                            Designated Items  

Vehicular Products                     *Engine Coolants 

                                       *Retread Tires 

                                       *Re-refined Lubricating Oil 

Construction Products                  *Structural Fiberboard 

                                       *Laminated Paperboard 

                                       *Carpet 

                                       *Floor Tiles 

                                       *Patio Blocks 

                                       *Cement and Concrete Containing 

                                       -- Granulated Blast Furnace Slag  

                                       -- Fly Ash 

                                       *Building Insulation Products 

                                       Consolidated and Reprocessed 

                                       Latex Paint 

                                       Shower and Restroom 

                                       Dividers/Partitions 

Transportation Products                *Traffic Cones 

                                       *Traffic Barricades 

                                       Channelizers 

                                       Delineators 

                                       Flexible Delineators 

                                       Parking Stops 

Park and Recreation Products           *Playground Surfaces  

                                       *Running Tracks 

                                       Plastic Fencing 

Landscaping Products                   *Hydraulic Mulch 

                                       *Yard Trimming Compost 

                                       Garden Soaker Hoses 

                                       Lawn and Garden Edging 

Non-paper Office Products              *Office Containers 

                                       *Office Waste Receptacles 

                                       *Plastic Desktop Accessories 

                                       *Toner Cartridges 

                                       *Binders 

                                       *Plastic Trash Bags  

                                       Plastic Envelopes  

                                                Printer Ribbons 

Paper and Paper Products               *Paper and paper Products 

Miscellaneous Products                 Pallets 

*Consolidated from previously issued guidelines 

Additional information on the designated items is contained in EPA's Product Fact Sheets available at  

"http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/factshts.htm," or by calling EPA's RCRA Hotline at  

1-800-424-9346. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

3010 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC  20301-010 

AUG 25 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS 

           CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

           UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (POLICY) 

           DIRECTOR, DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 

           ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE 

           COMPTROLLER 

           GENERAL COUNSEL 

           INSPECTOR GENERAL 

           DIRECTOR, OPERATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION 

           ASSISTANTS TO THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

           DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT 

           DIRECTORS OF THE DEFENSE AGENCIES 

SUBJECT: Preference for Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Guideline Items 

Executive Order 12873 and Section 6002 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (42  

U.S.C. 6962) require Federal agencies to Establish preference programs for all designated EPA  

guideline items purchased. The currently designated EPA guideline items are: concrete and cement  

containing fly ash, recycled paper products, re-refined lubricating oil, retread tires, and insulation  

containing recovered materials. 

To comply with the requirements of Executive Order 12873 and Section 6002 the Resource  

Conservation and Recovery Act as they pertain to these programs, it is Department of Defense policy to  

require that 100 percent of purchases of the designated items meet or exceed the EPA guideline  

standards. 

The only exception to this preference in the purchase of guideline items requires a written justification that cites at least one of the following conditions: 

- the product is not available competitively within reasonable time frame; 

- the product does not meet appropriate performance standards; or 

- the product is only available at an unreasonable price. The Department of Defense strongly supports the use of quality products made with recycled contents. Our presence in the market as a large and active consumer will provide economic incentive for both recyclers and manufacturers and will help institutionalize the recycling ethic in American business. This will make an important difference in the Department's efforts to increase our national environmental security. Please communicate this preference policy on guideline items to both your requirements generating and your procuring activities. 

R. Noel Longuemare 

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition & Technology)
