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Quarters 1, Grant Avenue, Fort Myer Historic District,  
Arlington County, Virginia 

From the standpoint of historical significance, the outstanding 
group of officers' quarters in America is that on Grant Avenue, 
at the entrance to the original Fort Myer. The group consists 
of six large residences, with a vista of the Potomac and 
Washington to the east. Quarters 1 on "Generals' Row," the 
home of the Army Chief of Staff, is located at the north end 
of the street. 

Quarters 1 was completed in May 1899, and, since 1910, when 
General Leonard Wood f i r s t occupied i t , the dwelling has been 
the home of a l l the Chiefs of Staff. Its occupants have included 
Douglas MacArthur, George C. Marshall, Dwight D. Eisenhower and 
William Westmoreland. 

L i t t l e changed since i t s construction, the house is a brick, two-
and-one-half storied dwelling. It contains 21 rooms with the 
interior changes superficial rather than structural. The dwelling 
is not open to the public. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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EL£.YEli NEW HATIONAL HISTORIC LAKDMARK5  
NAI^ BY INTERIOR SECRETARY ?-!ORTOJT 

The Volt a Bureau, founded in 188? "by Alexander GraJiam B e l l "for the 

increase and diffusion of lcnowledf;e relating to the deaf," i s one of four 

Washington, D.C, sites among 11 histor i c properties which Secretary of the 

Interior Rogers CB. Itorton today declared e l i g i b l e for national h i s t o r i c 

landmark recognition. 

The i i new rannmarka include the homes or tnree fonner Supreme Court 

Justices — Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes' home in Washington, and the 

t^ssachusetts residences of Oliver Wendell Holmes, J r . , and Louis D. Brandeis. 

Other national capital sites include Quarters 1 in Fort t^er, Virginia, 

since 1910 the o f f i c i a l residence of every Army Chief of Staff, auch as Generals 

Leonard Wood, Dwight D. Eisenhower, George C. !Iarahall, Douglas MacArthur, and 

the current resident, General Creighton Ahrams; and the Fort t^er Historic 

D i s t r i c t . Tlie Fort JJyer D i s t r i c t preserves the older portions of the post 

bu i l t on the grounds of Robert E, Lee's Arlington House estate overlooking 

Washington from the Virginia shore of the Potomac. Across the Potomac River 

are the national War College at Washington's Port Leslie J . t'dcHair, and the 

Ilemorial Continental H a l l , site of the Washington Conference of 1921-22 

which marked the f i r s t time i n history that major world pcfwers agreed to disarm. 

The h a l l i s part of the Daughters of the American Revolution property. 

(over) 

EDITORS ADVISORY: As many of these national h i s t o r i c landmarks have particiilar 
local importance which you may wish to feature, more detailed information on 
individual new landmarks may be obtained on written request to Office of 
Information, Ifational Park Service, Washington, D.C. 2021+0 



In addition, the Norfolk County, t-!ass., Courthouse, scene of the 

famous Sacco and Vanzetti t r i a l of 1920; the New York City home of 

Alfred E. Smith, the f i r s t major-party Presidential candidate 

representing urban America; and the Clinton, N, Y., home of conservative 

statesman Elihu Root, often called the "father of the modern American 

army," become e l i g i b l e for Hational Iiistoric Landmark status. 

The 11 newly-eligible sites are automatically placed on the National 

Register of Historic Placea maintained by the Secretary of the Interior, 

Each landmark was recommended by the Secretary's Advisory Board for 

National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and ftonuments for his approval. 

While not owned or managed by the National Park Service, the 

landmarks w i l l be formally designated at the owners' request when assurance 

ia given that the hist o r i c values of the sites w i l l be protected as f u l l y 

as possible. 

Owners of individual landmark sites w i l l be notified by the Director 

of the National Park Serviee and asked to apply for a bronze-plaque and 

ce r t i f i c a t e attesting to the property's significance i n American history. 

Ihe National Park Service, an agency of the Department of the Interior, w i l l 

give the owners advice and assistance i n the preservation of these properties 

tipon request. 

Descriptions of the 11 national h i s t o r i c landmarks announced today 

by Secretary Morton follow: 



1. Louis D. Brandeis House, Chatham, Massachusetts. The great Jur i s t , 
Louis D. Brandeis stands aa one of modern America's greatest defenders 
of the value of the single human individual and the va l i d i t y of free­
dom of choice. His famous dissents as a Supreme Court Justice later 
became the law of the land, vindicating his profound concem for the 
sympathetic application of human laws to human problems. He and his 
wife retumed annually to Chatham where he worked unremittingly on law 
cases through the summers. The bouse and i t s setting remain l i t t l e -
changed today. It i s private and not open to tbe public. 

2. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. House. 868 Hale Street, Beverly, 
Massachusetts. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr, i s acknowledged to 
be one of the finest legal minds this country has produced. He intro­
duced a broadly humanitarian and experiential concept into the nature 
and usage of law. His biographers contend that his grandeur i n 
American l i f e and law was but a reflection of his stature as a human 
being and his genius for l i v i n g . For almost 35 years after he became 
a Justice of the Supreme Court he divided his l i f e between Washington 
and Beverly Farms. The exterior of th« hmiwA anri ito catting vnmain 
largely unchanged. The house Is privately owned and is not open to 
the public. 

3. Norfolk County Cotirthouse, 650 High Street, Dedham, Massachusetts. 
The famous Sacco-Vanzetti case i n 1920 crystallzed the social and 
p o l i t i c a l tensions of tbe period and focused world attention on the 
Norfolk County Courthouse and the small New England town of Dedbam. 
In the half century since, the Courthouse has remained largely unchanged. 
Owned by the County of Norfolk, Massachusetts, access to the building i s 
restricted. 

4. Elihu Root House, 101 College H i l l Road, Clinton, New York. 
Ellhu Root has been called the father of the modern American army" 
and was among the f i r s t American statesmen to comprehend the impli­
cations of the fact that tbe IJnited States had become a world power. 
He not only stood in the malnetream of American conservative trad i t i o n , 
but In many ways represented the best of that tra d i t i o n . He was a 
formidable and articulate spokesman for the conservative viewpoint. 
Root purchased the Federal-style house In 1893 and kept It as his family 
home throughout his career and retirement. The house i s i n excellent 
condition and i s s t i l l owned by the Root family. It Is not open to the 
public, 

5. Alfred E. Smith House, 25 Oliver Street, New York, New York. Tbe l i f e 
and career of Alfred E. Smith represents a c r i t i c a l Juncture i n tbe 
evulullun uf American p o l i t i c s ; tne f i r s t urban challenge to the 
traditional domination by rural America and Its values of the national 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e . An outstanding progressive Governor of New York, Smith 
foreshadowed an I r r e s i s t i b l e change. The unaffected brick bouse, where 
he lived from 1907 to 1923, Is used as a private residence and i s not 
open to the public. 



6. Fort Myer Historic D i s t r i c t , Arlington, Virginia. Fort Myer, 
Vir g i n i a , during the years between 1861 and World War I, became 
intimately associated with some of the main currents of American 
military history. Here the earliest experiments in American m i l i ­
tary aviation took place, the Signal School of Instruction for Army 
and Navy Officers ŵ s established, and General John J. Pershing was 
decorated i n 1920 by the French Government. Fort Myer also was used 
as a cavalry post under Generals George S. Patton and Jonathan M. 
Wainwright. The post, much expanded but with i t s h i s t o r i c heart 
largely intact, i s the property of the U. S. Department of the Army 
with restricted access to the public. 

7. Quarters 1, Fort Myer, Arlington, Virginia. Quarters 1 on 
"Generals' Row, Fort Myer, Virginia, was completed i n May 1899. 
Since 1910, i t has been the dwelling of a l l the Army Chiefs of Staff 
including Generals Leonard Wood, Douglas MacArthur, George C. Marshall, 
Dwight D. Elsenhower and William Westmoreland. L i t t l e changed i t Is a 
brick dwelling, two-and-one-half stories high. The dwelling i s not 
open to the public. 

8. Charles Evans Hughes House, 2223 R Street, N. W., Washington, 
D. C. Charles Evans Hughes was for forty years a dynamic force and 
dominant figure In American p o l i t i c s . He was a statesman and Jurist 
of the highest order, a leader i n the Progressive movement, an early 
champion of c i v i l rights and r a c i a l equality, and the holder of a 
succession of important offices from the administration of William 
Howard Taft to the New Deal. When he returned to Washington as Chief 
Justice i n 1930, he and Mrs. Hughes purchased the R Street residence 
from which his biographer states "the Supreme Court was to be directed 
for eleven years." The dwelling i s outwardly unchanged. As an 
o f f i c i a l embassy residence, i t i s not open to the public. 

9. Memorial Continental H a l l , 17th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C 
In an era of narrow nationalism and limited vision, the Washington 
Conference (1921-1922), was a remarkable and significant attempt to 
assure international peace through naval disarmament and mutual 
pledges of arbitration. For a decade i t did s t a b i l i z e the armaments 
race and establish an embryonic security system in the P a c i f i c . It 
was the f i r s t time In history that major powers had consented to dis­
arm. Conversion to a library has modified, but not destroyed the 
character of the Conference auditorltmi. Memorial Continental Hall 
i t s e l f i s essentially unchanged. The building i s open to the public. 

10. National War College, Fort Leslie J. McNair, Washington, D. C. 
As a primary fouus for military coordination, planning, and educational 
efforts, the Array War College and i t s successor, the interaervice 



National War College, are of the utmost importance i n the development 
of the armed forces i n the United States. Since 1907 both colleges 
have been housed i n the impressive edifice on the Potomac. Both the 
structure and i t s setting s t i l l largely possess their h i s t o r i c charac­
ter. Access to the public i s restricted, 

11. Volta Bureau, 1537 35th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Alexander Graham Bel l founded the Volta Bureau when the Volta Associates 
sold t h e i r record patents i n 1887. B e l l took his share of the profits 
to found the Bureau as an Instrument "for the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge relating to the Deaf." The Bureau merged with the American 
Association for the Promotion of the Teaching of Speech to the Deaf i n 
1908. The Volta Bureau continues to work i n thla f i e l d . The structure 
tbat was built in 1893 to give i t a permanent home possesses good 
h i s t o r i c a l integrity. It i s not open to the public. 
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FEB 1 4 1973 

The Director of the National Park Service 

Ronald H. Walker 

is plea.sed to inform you that the historic property described 
bri e f l y in the enclosure, has been found to possess national " -
significance in commemorating the history of the United States, 
and i s thus e l i g i b l e for designation as a national historic 
landmark. . -

The purpose of landmark designation i s to identify and recognize 
nationally significant sites and to encourage their owners to 
preserve them. Eligible landmarks are chosen through studies ; 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings; 
evaluated by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 
Buildings, and Monuments; and approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 
August 21, 1935. . . ; 

As explained in the enclosed l e a f l e t , recognition and designation 
of landmark sites are accorded by certificates and bronze plaques, 
which are provided free of charge to the owners or administrators 
of these properties upon their application and agreement to adhere 
to simple preservation practices. If you wish to apply for the 
certificate and plaque, copies of the application form are enclosed. 
The form should be completed in t r i p l i c a t e and tvv'o copies returned 
to the National Park Service. You may retain the third copy for 
your records. 

Designation as a national historic landmark automatically places 
the property on the National Register of Historic Places. Under 
the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
entry on the National Register provides each landmark with safe­
guards against damage by Federal undertakings and f u l f i l l s one 
qualification for participation in a grant-in-aid program to 
assist in i t s preservation. Further information about these 
provisions of the lav; is contained in a leaflet describing the. 
National Register that is also enclosed. 

We v.'ill be pleased to include this property 'among the sites 
already recognized as national historic landmarks. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
O F F I C E O F T H E U N D E R S E C R E T A R Y 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 20310 

e SEP 1973 

Mr. Ronald H. Walker 
Director 
National Park Service 
Departtiffint of the Interior 
Washington, D.C 20ZkO 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

As the owner of Quarters 1̂  Fort Myer, Virginia^ located In Arlington, 
Virginia, we hereby make formal application for a certificate and a 
bronze plaque, lY" x 18", designating this historic property a nationai 
historic landmark. 

Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Mation that goes with the 
ownership and care of a property classified as having national significance 
and worthy of national historic landmark status, we agree to preserve, so 
far as practicable and to the best of our a b i l i t y , the historical integrity 
of thia Inrportant part of the national cultural heritage. 

Toward this end, we agree to continue to use the property only for purposes 
consistent with i t s hiatoricai character. 

We agree to permit an annual v i s i t to the property by a representative of 
the National Park Service, as a basis for continuii^ landmark status. 

If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above cannot continue to 
be met, i t is agreed that the national historic landmark status shall cease 
and that u n t i l such status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, 
neither the national historic landmark certificate nor the plaque w i l l be 
displayed. 



Mr. Ronald H. Walker 

It would be appreciated i f the certificate and plaque were delivered to 
the F a c i l i t i e s Engineer, Fort Myer, Arlington, Virginia 22211. 

Sincerely yours. 

Henry L. T. Koren 
Deputy Under Secretary of the Anny 



H3417-PHH •'•••̂  : SEP 181973 

Honorable lionry L. T. Koren ^ ? 
Deputy Ujider Secretary of the 
Army 

Departraent of the Army 

Hashington, D.C. 20310 -

Dear Mr. Koren: 
Thank you for your applications of September 6 requesting tho certif­
icates and plaques designating Fort l^er Historic District aad Quarters 1 
as national liistoric landuarks. We are proceeding with the preparation 
of the certificates and plaques. 

Our Northeast Regional Office administers the National Historic Land­
marks Program in Virginia. Tho Regional Director of the Region will 
inform you when the certificates and plaques for Fort My«r Historic 
District and Quarters 1 have been completed. Should you wish tho help 
of tho Service in arranging cercEonies for tho presentation, he will 
be glad to assist you. liis name ajid address is: Mr. Chester L, Brooks, 
Regional Director, Northeast Regional Office, National Park Service, 
143 South Third Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106. 

Ko are pleased to know that you plan to accept designation as national 
historic landaarks for Fort Hyer Historic District ond Quarters 1. 

• *' Sincerely yours, " i 

TSga.T Harry VI. Pfanz : 

/ Harry W. Pfanz 
/ Acting Chief Historian 

Enclosure 

PHH:jjJ Sheely:kr 9/17/73 
bcc: Regional Director, Northeast Region w/c application foim 

LI 

, I HP - Virginia - Fort Myer Historic District 
Quarters 1 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PIUIS 



MAR 181974 

HonoraV'le ItcLrorr I.. T. Koren 
I>«?7uty ;;r*lcr Cecret-^ry the Ar:^ 
Dijpartn'nt of this ^rrrj 
Vojj.ilEirtoa, D. C. 

Dear yr. Ivorcn-. 

Ve are r>lepised to Infora you thtt the flo-qucs dislapatln-r Tort !'Tcr 
Kiajtprle "MTtriet ?ir.i '^j"^*£^_j^*^ 7itlonni Ilifltoric Lc-.i'rmrka hav» 
beea recslv-?! !sr.d th* certific-^tes hava b e « ul.rnei by t'"̂ * TJlrector 
of the ."lational Park L-«rvice and th* 3eeretary of the Interior. 

Since our last corrc3?on.leB5« with you In Cepter.ber l 'T3 , adalnlatra-
tlon of tht̂  lani2r-rk jrorr^n in the Vashlnpton nfttrorolltv. arvs, lias 
been tranrferrfsl fror*. our I.'ortheast ?.ej;ioiirJ. Office in ?hll&!lelr>':ila 
to this off ice . Vrs would ba hapriy to vork vith you In rlannln* d*<Uc'\-
tion cercnorileT If you 30 dealr« . I would ar»t)reciat<5 It i f t.h* st«tff 
Ceabers asslrnj^d to develon cj-llcatloa r-lann for the Departnent voiild 
contact "'r. Pod: "cnstook. Chief, jranch of Tntfirprj^t^tloa, L'atlonol 
Capital p£r:'.s, to dlticusa auch plana. He is coordinator of the lood-
rwrka ^roi^c-i here anl =iay be reached by etllia;; 't2(j-057. 

Ve vera inJeai harrT" to l-jcrn t!»at you hxvve !w:ceT>ted the lauiaari 
desi.rr.^tloa for this buil:!irj': ttal look forv:u-.l to woriiir.,-? vith you on 
the dedicatloa o* these historic -iiropertioa of natiouai si^rulftc«.nce. 

v Clneer'sly youra. 

(Sird.) Manua J. J&lnh, Jr. 

^Director, *:ation«l Capital Parks 
cc: 
5CP £>arnnne a.'id "C? Tile 
TCIE r i l e 
Director, "C? 
Kr. ='l-.kburne, Va. State Historic 

J»renorva.tion Officer ' 
Î̂ Ttr'. .Shceacy, ;;CP ^ 
Ifx. Canble, WACO , ^ „ , „ ^ 
Superintendent, r/.-tP • t^^tock. HC? 

RConotock/perd/3-lU-7U 



JUN 2 0 1567 

Quarters 1 

Fort Myer 

Washington Avenue 

1. General Description: Quarters 1 i s a three-story, brick structure 
o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1899. It faces southeast overlooking Washington. The 
gross floor space amounts to 10,111 square feet. The f i r s t f l o o r of approximately 
3,245 square feet contains reception h a l l , l i v i n g room with f i r e p l a c e , l i b r a r y 
with fireplace and 1/2 bath, dining room, one breakfast room adjacent to dining 
room, powder room, kitchen, pantry, storage room and o f f i c e . The second f l o o r 
consisting of approximately 2,855 square feet contains two master bedrooms aach . .. 
with f u l l bath, one small bedroom with f u l l bath, fiv e closets, one s i t t i n g • • 
room (sunporch) and two studies. The third f l o o r with approximately 2,855 i :. 
square feet contains three bedrooms, two baths, ftve closets and two storage 
rooms. The basement of approximately 1,156 square feet contains one Orderly's 
dressing room, 1/2 bath with shower, one kitchen, laundry room, two storage 
rooms and u t i l i t y room. These quarters also contain an automatic se l f - s e r v i c e 
elevator, three car garage, front flagstone patio and rear patio with barbecue 
p i t . Heating i s provided by an automatic o i l - f i r e d hot water system. 

2. I n s t a l l e d property: "x,: 

a. A i r conditioner: 

Central None Room 14 

Kitchen 2 

Library 1  

Living Room 1  

Study 1 

2nd Floor S i t t i n g Koom_ 2_ 

2nd Floor Bedrooms 5 

3rd Floor Bedrooms 2 '.; \ ' 

Other: 1 - 5 Ton Unit - Dining Room 

•. —̂ 
-•-'Tl.-



b. Wal l - to-Wal l carpeting: {F i r s t Floor) 

Condition  
L i v i n g Room X good 

DlnlnR Room X good . 

Other; Remainder of 
Living Area good _ 

b.(l) Vall-to-Wall carpeting: (Second Floor) 
Cnndl tto.n  

Bedrooms X Kood 
r 

Studies X P.ood 

Other: S i t t i n g Room f̂ nod 
(Sunporch) 

Condition 
c. Drapes: ( F i r s t Floor) 

Living Room X good 

Dining Room X good . 

Other: Rem.-iinrior of 
Living Area good 

c. ( l ) Drapes; (Second Floor) 

Condition 

Bedroom X good 

Studies X good 
Other: S i t t i n g Room 

(Sunporch) good ̂  

d, Stoves 3 

c. Refrigerators 5 3 - 12 cu f t 
1 - 8 cu f t 
I - 20 cu f t 

f. Freezers 3 2 - 12 cu f t 
I - lA cu f t 

g. Dishwasher 1 

h. Other: Garbage Disposal - 1 Eye Level Oven 



I 

3. General Condition and Programmed Improvements: These quarters were 
la.st completely renovated in 195 3. A complete .';urvey of poit Ouartcr:i 
Is now hcing made to determine overa l l inprovcr^^nts required. Tlni.s sttidy, 
when completed, w i l l be the 1)asls for subnlt t lng a Long Range Family 
lioiLsing Improvement Program tcnt.Ttlvcly In FY 70 MCA Program. 



A/6. Pf. Myetr-

These two f i r e p l a c e m a n t els were removed from Rooms Nos, 733 

and 741 i n the 7th D i v i s i o n , i n the o l d e s t p o r t i o n of C e n t r a l 

B a r r a c k s , b u i l t 1845-51. The 7th D i v i s i o n , 8th D i v i s i o n and 

the 8-1/2 D i v i s i o n of the o l d b a r r a c k s were o r i g i n a l l y d e s i g n e d 

as o f f i c e r s ' q u a r t e r s . In 1879, the Board of V i s i t o r s r e p o r t e d : 

" S e v e r a l of the rooms are n e c e s s a r i l y a s s i g n e d to a s s i s t a n t i n ­

s t r u c t o r s i n t a c t i c s . Other o f f i c e r s are q u a r t e r e d i n the cade t 

b a r r a c k s by reason of the i n s u f f i c i e n c y of q u a r t e r s f o r them — 

elsewhere a t the p o s t . Such occupancy has been a l l o w e d f o r 

over t h i r t y y e a r s , " In 1882, the Board n o t e d ; "Of these ( c a d e t 

rooms); t h e r e a r e twenty-two i n use by o f f i c e r s (one m a r r i e d , w i t h 

s e r v a n t s and c h i l d r e n ) , an o b j e c t i o n a b l e arrangement * * * " |; 

These rooms i n the 7 t h , Sth and 8-1/2 D i v i s i o n s had marble I 

-• I 
f i r e p l a c e m a n t e l s and c a s t i r o n i n s e r t s to accommodate g r a t e s , | 

as c o n t r a s t e d w i t h i r o n f i r e p l a c e m a n t els ( i n s t e a d of marble) 

i n the o t h e r d i v i s i o n s , o c c u p i e d by c a d e t s . Some of thes e w i l l 

be used to r e s t o r e t y p i c a l rooms i n the 1 s t D i v i s i o n , w hich w i l l 

be r e t a i n e d . The 1 s t D i v i s i o n i s the h i s t o r i c d i v i s i o n c o n t a i n ­

i n g the rooms o c c u p i e d by John J . P e r s h i n g , Douglas Mac A r t h u r 

and o t h e r i l l u s t r i o u s sons of West P o i n t * With the e x c e p t i o n of 

these rooms i n the 1 s t D i v i s i o n and the f i v e rooms i n N o r t h Bar­

r a c k s o c c u p i e d by Cadet Dwight D, Eisenhower d u r i n g h i s cadet 

y e a r s , the USMA a r c h i v e s c o n t a i n no r e c o r d of room occupancy by 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d g r a d u a t e s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e r e i s no r e c o r d of the 

occupancy of Rooms Nos. 733 and 741. > i 


