
Summary of Achievements - The Naval Air Station
Patuxent River’s Cultural Resources Program
developed an Integrated Cultural Resources
Management Program used as a backbone for all
planning activities. Through the use of completed
Architectural and Archeological Evaluations, the NAS
has become a proactive, rather than a reactive, team.
Command Support is a key component to the success
of the program. Partnerships with neighboring historical
organizations, such as the Maryland Archeological
Conservation Laboratory, have been critical to the
success of the program and the influence it has had on
the station. While lead members come from various
departments, a cooperative work ethic guarantees a
seamless work flow for all projects.

Installation Point of Contact:
Laura McDaniel

Environmental Public Affairs
22445 Peary Road, Bldg. 504
Patuxent River, MD  20670

(301) 757-4814
DSN 757-4814

FAX (301) 342-3030
McDanielLO@navair.navy.mil

Financial Point of Contact:
Larry Donmoyer

Environmental Compliance
22445 Peary Road, Bldg. 504
Patuxent River, MD  20670

(301) 757-4766
DSN 757-4766

FAX (301) 342-3030
DonmoyerLC@navair.navy.mil

FY 2002 Secretary of the Navy Environmental Award - Cultural Resources
Management (Installation)

1



Commissioned on April 1, 1943, the Naval Air Station
(NAS) Patuxent River is naval aviation’s premiere
research, development, test and evaluation facility. NAS
hosts a full spectrum of acquisition management,
research and development capabilities, air and ground
test and evaluation (T&E), aircraft logistics and
maintenance management for naval aviation.

Located 65 miles southeast of Washington, DC, the
NAS is in growing St. Mary’s County, Maryland, which
has a population of approximately 85,000. Patuxent
River and the adjacent community of Lexington Park
constitute the largest concentration of employment in the
county, with the federal government the largest
employer. The NAS Patuxent River Complex
encompasses 13,913 acres and includes Webster Field
Annex in St. Inigoes, about eight miles south of the
NAS, and the Bloodsworth Island Range, located off
Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

NAS Patuxent River and Webster Field Annex provide
office space for the Naval Air Systems Command
(NAVAIR) headquarters, the Naval Air Warfare Center
Aircraft Division (NAWCAD) and more than 50 other
tenant commands. The total working population is about
17,500 with about 6,800 civilian employees, 2,800
military members, and the remainder made up of
contract personnel.

Over 25 miles of shoreline, ranging from sandy beaches
to tidal marshes, line three sides of the installation.
Bordered by the Patuxent River and Chesapeake Bay,
the NAS has three seaplane basins, six man-made
freshwater ponds, and three tidal creeks. Within this
natural environment, there are almost nine million square
feet of floor space at the naval air station and 79 miles
of roads.

In addition to the abundance of natural resources at the
Complex, there is also great historical and cultural
significance within the grounds. Prehistoric sites,
categorized by stone tools dating back 5,000 to 8,000
years, have been found here along the shores of the
Chesapeake. In 1637, Jesuits from nearby St. Mary’s
City were allowed to leave the St. Mary City settlement
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and relocated to Mattapany, which is within the
boundaries of NAS. Until the 19th century, Mattapany
continued to operate as a typical Southern Maryland
plantation. When the Navy purchased the property in
1942, the plantation house, dating back to1742, was
converted into housing quarters. Additional historical
sites are scattered throughout the NAS area.

Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan

Completed in September 2002, the Integrated Cultural
Resources Management Plan (ICRMP) is a five-year
planning document created to provide installation staff
with information and guidance on balancing historic
preservation regulations with the Navy’s mission. It
provides a comprehensive approach to project
coordination and resource management. With this goal
in mind, the ICRMP provides both short and long term
recommendations for consideration of cultural resources
in coordinated project planning and identifying,
evaluating, and treating cultural resources.

The document is divided into five principle sections.
These include purpose and scope, mission and
philosophy, regulatory requirements and procedures,
resource inventory and treatment, and operation and
implementation guidelines. The ICRMP is intended to
be a decision document and recommends a series of
strategies to be funded and implemented as part of
NAS Patuxent River’s ongoing efforts to comply with2

Mike Smolek, Executive Director, Jefferson Patterson Park
and Museum and Doug Lister, NAS Patuxent River Natural
Resource Specialist, look on as Julie King, Chief of the
Maryland Archeological Conservation Lab, shows Capt.
Dane Swanson, CO NAS Patuxent River, some of the early
artifacts found on station and housed at the Museum's
MAC Lab.



federal historic preservation laws and regulations and
remain a leader in resource stewardship.

Architectural and Archeological Evaluation and
National Register Status

In November 2000, NAS completed a two-year
evaluation project resulting in a Multiple Property
Documentation Form entitled Historic Architectural
Resources Naval Air Station Patuxent River. Building
on several earlier studies conducted for the installation,
this project evaluated all World War II, post war, and
Cold War era facilities built prior to 1950 for historical/
architectural significance and National Register eligibility
in compliance with Section 110 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. Both NAS and
the Maryland State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
concur with the findings and recommendations of this
document per a concurrence letter dated March 13,
2000.

The evaluation also produced two district National
Register nomination forms and eleven individual National
Register nomination forms for a total of  50 architectural
resources eligible for the National Register. To date, NAS
has submitted all of these nomination forms to the
Maryland SHPO for review and comment. Upon
acceptance from the Maryland SHPO, NAS plans to
send the nominations through the chain of command for
formal listing to the National Register of Historic Places.

NAS has also completed two additional district
nominations in 2002 including a multicomponent site at
the Mattapany-Sewall complex and the Point Lookout
Light Station complex, a nomination which was
completed by the architectural historian. Both of these
forms have also been sent to the Maryland SHPO and
will be submitted for formal listing upon completion.

Of the 163 previously recorded archeological resources
only one, Site 18ST390, has been formally listed in the
National Register. This site refers to the home of Charles
Calvert, Third Lord Baltimore, and is a multicomponent
site dating from the late 17th to mid  18thcentury.
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Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs)

Five agreements are currently in place between NAS,
SHPO and the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation. Current MOAs include:

♦ Demolition of catapults (108, 108a, 119,
and 159), to include recordation and exhibit
design. MOA signed February 2001.

♦ Demolition of Centrifugal Gun Tester
(Building 205) including recordation. MOA
signed August 2001.

♦ Interior renovation of Fire house #2
(Building 443), including recordation. MOA
signed May 2001.

♦ Renovation/Rehabilitation of Hangar 144,
this includes salvage and exhibit design.
MOA signed December 1999 and salvage
component of project was completed in
November 2000.

Top: Artifacts recovered from various archological digs at
NAS Patuxent River.
Above: An aerial photograph of Mattapany-Sewall mansion.



Additionally, four MOAs, written to mitigate adverse
effects of historic resources, have been completed
within FY 2002:

♦  MILCON – Construction of new Boat
House and Demolition of Building 214,
included recordation and design review.
MOA was signed in February 2001 and
completed in December 2002.

♦  MILCON – Construction of  T&E
Support Facility within an historic district,
including  design review, recordation, and
exhibit design. MOA was signed in
February 2001 and completed in
September 2002.

♦  Demolition of Building 490. This included a
driving panel installation and was an
agreement between the Maryland SHPO,
NAS, and the Maryland State Highway
Administration to accommodate the Route
235 Road Widening project.

♦  Categorization of all historic housing units.
In November 2000, the NAS completed
categorization of all historic housing units
per the Navy wide Historic Housing
Programmatic Agreement.

The oversight of the cultural resources management
program at the NAS falls under the auspices of the
Environmental Department. Doug Lister, Natural and
Cultural Resource Specialist, is in charge of the Cultural
Resources program. Dawn Muir, architectural historian
with the Public Works Department, assists with the
architectural component of this program.

Cooperative agreements between the NAS and local
historical organizations are a significant factor to the
success of the Cultural Resource program. A seven-
year curation agreement with the Jefferson Patterson
Park and  Museum in St. Leonard, Maryland provides
for three things: the assessment of the artifact collection
and stabilization of objects that require it; long-term

storage for Patuxent River’s collections at the
Museum’s Maryland Archeological Laboratory; and
making the collection available to researchers
worldwide through JPPM’s database.  NAS Patuxent
River’s collections were the first DoD collections
entered into this database. The cooperative partnerships
between he NAS Patuxent River Cultural Resources
program and neighboring historical and cultural
organizations is a key component in the successful
management of the program. The use of these
agreements allows the preservation of artifacts, the
sharing of significant historical information and a current
inventory status that is one of the first of its kind
between a federal agency and a historical museum.

Nearby St. Mary’s City is another significant historical
area. Cultural exchanges often take place. Several times
a year NAS lends materials for the preparation and
display of Historic St. Mary’s City Days. Wood,
antlers, animal hides and artifacts are cooperatively
shared between the NAS and several regional historical
programs.

Monthly articles highlighting historical and cultural
resources at NAS were created in FY2001. These
Spotlight Series highlight a cultural resource or a cluster
of resources in an attempt to inform the working
community of the resources around them. Put together
entirely in house, each power point article is uploaded

4

The Historic Point Lookout Light Station is one of the
more architecturally unusual lighthouses in the country.

♦ Rehabilitation of Air Operations and
Control Tower (Building 103), including
project design. MOA signed February
2002.

Program Summary



Accomplishments

to the NAS Web page and sent out as a link to
employees at NAS.

The booklets, driving tours, Web links, and guidebooks
produced by NAS Cultural Resources are a powerful
link to the cultural resources on NAS for the station
personnel and the community. The driving tour at NAS,
with 27 boards showcasing areas of interest and an
accompanying booklet are both a learning tool for the
historian and gift to the community. The recent addition
of tour stops at Webster Field Annex highlight the
commitment of the NAS Executive leadership to fund
and support cultural resources programs at NAS
Patuxent River.

To help support the military readiness and civil works
mission at the NAS, A Guidebook to Preservation of
Architectural Resources at NAS Patuxent River was
written in FY2002 to help explain the preservation and
compliance process as well as the rules and laws driving
the cultural resources program at NAS. Written and
produced entirely in house, the guide provides phone
numbers, e-mail addresses, Web sites, and technical
information to assist in planning projects involving
historic sites and structures. Given to all program
managers, team leads, front office staff, and major
public works customers, this resource serves as a
planning tool for project managers and aids in

Exhibits Services Program of the Jefferson Patterson
Park and Museum contribute to the success in making
the local community aware of the cultural resources
available at the Patuxent River Complex. Development
of a cultural resources driving tour and companion
booklet for Webster Field Annex, similar to the Life at
Cedar Point driving tour and booklet, began in FY02
and will be completed in FY03.

Ten signs highlighting cultural and historical significant
sites at WFA were installed to educate the community
about the history of the area.  Additionally, the NAS
will participate in the Maryland Heritage Tourism
Initiative “Star Spangled Banner Trail” which highlights
War of 1812 sites in Maryland. Finally, a plan for the
interpretation of significant architectural resources has
been implemented. During the awards time period,

NAS Patuxent River also finalized a Station
Disturbance Assessment. This project defined those
areas on the installation that are devoid of
archaeological resources due to significant subsurface
disturbance and therefore do not require any more
consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA). This project was the first
step in completing Pax River’s archaeological Section
110 obligations of the NHPA.

In FY2001, NAS Patuxent River Cultural Resources
conducted a Phase II evaluation of the Rousby site, a
late 17th century site that was the location of King
James II tax collector, Christopher Rousby. This
project was conducted in partial fulfillment of Section
110 of NHPA. The site is rich with features relating to
the home site of a wealthy 17th century person.
Additionally, 75 acres were surveyed in compliance
with Section 106 of HHPA. These discoveries continue
to add archaeological data to Pax River’s GIS.
Outreach through tours, lectures, and displays of recent
cultural resources projects continue to involve the local
community.

Though not through a formal written agreement, there
are also informal verbal agreements between the NAS
and the surrounding community. Historic St. Mary’s
City, an interpretive historical center, often works with
the Cultural Resources office. Materials from the
station, such as bones, hides, antlers and wood, are

The cover of the 30-page driving tour pamphlet created
by NAS Cultural Resources, Life at Cedar Point.
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Three additional cooperative agreements with the

completing projects that meet the Navy’s mission while
retaining some of its unique past.



often lent to the historic center for construction and
furnishings of an Indian longhouse and other buildings.

In May 2002, the NAS Patuxent River Cultural
Resources Group was awarded a St. Mary’s County
Historic Preservation Service Award. This award
recognizes outstanding achievement in and support for
furthering the aims of historic preservation in St. Mary’s
County, including education, research, development,
planning advocacy, and community leadership. NAS
Patuxent River Cultural Resources Group was
nominated for providing excellent stewardship of its
cultural resources as well as providing strong
community involvement in the historical and cultural
resources arena.
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Above: A worker excavating an archeological site at
NAS Patuxent River.

Above: AE3 Zahir Calhoun in the VC-6 office, NAS
Patuxent River, is the first person to read the new sign
for the driving tour at Webster Field Annex.  The ten
signs installed around Webster Field Annex describe
the historical background of the area. Driving tour
signs and booklets are available at both NAS Patuxent
River and WFA.
Left: Sign 1 of the WFA driving tour signboards.



ng tour signboards 2 and 3.
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.   The details of the Webster Field Annex driving tour signboards 2 and 3.



.   The details of the Webster Field Annex driving tour signboards 4 and 5.
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.   The details of the Webster Field Annex driving tour signboards 6 and 7.



.   The details of the Webster Field Annex driving tour signboards 8, 9 and 10.
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