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State Survey

In November 2005, the ECOS-DoD Sustainability Work Group’s Emerging Contaminants Task Group hosted the Forging Partnerships on Emerging Contaminants Forum in San Diego, California.  The Forum was an opportunity for State and Federal stakeholders to discuss and define the issues and challenges posed by emerging contaminants.  The objective of the Forum was to jointly develop and prioritize proposed actions for the Task Group moving forward.  One of the priority items identified was to start developing a framework for identifying and addressing emerging contaminants by conducting a survey of the states.  

The intent of this survey is to gather information to assist with early identification of emerging contaminants, to collect information on how states’ are responding to emerging contaminants or would respond to newly identified emerging contaminants, to identify the relative priority states place upon emerging contaminants, and to provide information that states can use in developing an approach to addressing emerging contaminants now and in the future.   
Defining Emerging Contaminants

State and federal agencies use the term “emerging contaminants” to meet varying program needs.  As a result, the term may have different meanings under different legislative and regulatory programs.

1. Does your state define the term emerging contaminants?  If so, how?

2. Do you use another term(s) with similar meaning?  If yes, please identify and define.

3. Do you have a statutory definition(s)?  If yes, please identify and provide a citation.

4. Do you have a regulatory definition(s)?  If yes, please identify and provide a citation.

5. If your state has neither a statutory or regulatory definition, do you think the term should be defined?  

6. If your state does not currently have a statutory and regulatory definition of emerging contaminants, does it have plans to develop a definition in the near future?

7. Do you think EPA should develop a working definition for the term emerging contaminants?

8. Identify which of the following your state considers to be an emerging contaminant:

· drinking water disinfection by-products (DBPs)

· pharmaceuticals, hormones, and endocrine disrupting compounds

· chiral contaminants

· methyl-tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE)

· algal toxins

· organotins

· perchlorate

· munitions compounds and  environmental degradation products

· arsenic

· natural organic matter

· microorganisms

· nano materials

· solvent stabilizers (i.e. 1,4-dioxane, tricloropropane) 

· fuel components (i.e. naphthalene)

· others (please identify)

9. What is the basis for considering the materials as emerging contaminants?

	Contaminant
	Newly Discovered
	Re-Emerging (new exposure pathway)
	Reassessment (change in toxicity)

	DBPs
	
	
	

	Pharmaceuticals, hormones, and endocrine disrupting compounds
	
	
	

	Chiral Contaminants
	
	
	

	MTBE
	
	
	

	Algal Toxins
	
	
	

	Organotins
	
	
	

	Perchlorate
	
	
	

	Munitions compounds and environmental degradation products
	
	
	

	Arsenic
	
	
	

	Natural Organic Matter
	
	
	

	Micro organisms
	
	
	

	Nano materials
	
	
	

	Solvent Stabilizers
	
	
	

	Fuel components
	
	
	

	Others


	
	
	


10. If reassessment is the basis for identifying an emerging contaminant, what is the toxicological data supporting the determination?  Please provide citation of the studies.

11. How frequently are you encountering the emerging contaminants, identified above in question 8, in your state (for each identify as either often, occasionally, rarely, or never/none to date).

12. What is the toxicological basis of concern for each contaminant identified above in question 8?

	Contaminant
	Often
	Occasionally
	Rarely
	Never/None to date

	DBPs
	
	
	
	

	Pharmaceuticals, hormones, and endocrine disrupting compounds
	
	
	
	

	Chiral Contaminants
	
	
	
	

	MTBE
	
	
	
	

	Algal Toxins
	
	
	
	

	Organotins
	
	
	
	

	Perchlorate
	
	
	
	

	Munitions compounds and environmental degradation products
	
	
	
	

	Arsenic
	
	
	
	

	Natural Organic Matter
	
	
	
	

	Micro organisms
	
	
	
	

	Nano materials
	
	
	
	

	Solvent Stabilizers
	
	
	
	

	Fuel components
	
	
	
	

	Others


	
	
	
	


13. Has a background level been established for each contaminant identified above in question 8?  (Please identify which contaminants)

14. Has a likely source for each contaminant, identified above in question 8, been determined?  If so, please describe the process used to identify the source.  

15. From the contaminants identified above in question 8, please identify the top five contaminants with which your state is most concerned.

16. In which media are emerging contaminants being addressed in your state? (identify for each contaminant identified above in question 8) 

· Wastewater

· Drinking Water

· Surface water

· Groundwater

· All waters of the state

· Soils

· Indoor air 

· Outdoor air

· Food

· Other (please identify)

Priority of the Emerging Contaminant Program 

1. Does your state have any specific programs to deal with emerging contaminants?
2. If yes, in which division(s) and/or program(s) are emerging contaminants being addressed in your state?

3. If yes, does your state have dedicated funding for its emerging contaminants program?  If yes, where in the budget is it? General operating budgets or specific program budgets (please identify)? 
4. Are there certain emerging contaminants on which your state places a higher priority?  (please identify)

5. In your state, has there been any media attention or attention by policy makers to the issue of emerging contaminants? 

6. Is your state coordinating with other states concerning emerging contaminants?  Informally?  Formally?  (please describe)

7. How does your state receive information on bordering states’ emerging contaminants? 

8. Besides ECOS, which organization(s) is your state working with concerning emerging contaminants?

Management of an Emerging Contaminant Program

1. If your state perceives a potential threat to human health and the environment from an emerging contaminant, what steps would your state take in addressing the potential threat?  Please describe the process.

2. Is your state currently conducting sampling for emerging contaminants?  Please identify the constituents your state is sampling for.

3. Which analytical procedure was used for each EC sampled for?

4. Is your state requiring regulated entities to sample for emerging contaminants?  If yes, please identify the following:

· What activities typically trigger the need for sampling?

· What enforcement authority your state uses to support sampling requirements? 

· What media is being sampled?

· Which constituents are being sampled for?

· Which analytical procedure was used for each EC sampled for?

5. Do you communicate to the public about health risks and uncertainties associated with emerging contaminants?  If yes, what methods are used?

6. In the absence of toxicological data, how does your state develop preliminary health advisories or health guidelines for new emerging contaminants?

P2 Programs and Emerging Contaminants

1. Does your state utilize its P2 program to address emerging contaminants?

2. If yes:

· What P2 resources (money, manpower, etc.) are available in your state?  

· How are the P2 resources organized?  

· Is there communication between your P2 program and federal facilities?  

· Are the P2 services used by federal facilities? 

· What kind of outreach does the P2 group do?  

· What P2 recommendations have you made to federal facilities in your state?  

· If you could, what P2 recommendations would you make to federal facilities in your state?  To federal agencies at a national level?

Survey Data Collection Information

Identify the title of the person(s) who completed this survey for your state.  (name identification optional) 

What program does the person(s) work in?

· Air 

· Wastewater

· Drinking Water

· Pesticides

· Solid and Hazardous Waste

· Clean up and Corrective Action

· Brownfield 

· Cross Media

· Health Risk Assessment

· Agency Management

· Other (please identify)

Beta Test Questions

Please comment on the length and format of this survey.  

Identify which questions you feel are most useful?

Identify which questions you feel should be eliminated?

Were there questions that were not asked that should have been asked? 

Any other suggestions?

2/14/2006  9:40:08 AM

[image: image3.png]_1200398149.bin

