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This proposal is to create a new specialty group for the Society for Risk Analysis (SRA), with a focus on the specialty area of nanoscale and emerging contaminants. The Nanoscale and Emerging Contaminants specialty group would serve as a locus for SRA members and others interested in and working on the broad and numerous risk analysis and management concerns associated with poorly characterized materials.  The specialty group would provide the society with a visible presence in an arena where there is great international focus, and a need for interdisciplinary professional society leadership. 
Nanotechnology and emerging contaminant risks are of substantial current focus within and outside of the society. The specialty group would provide value to members of the society by bringing expertise and focus to an issue affecting all areas of expertise among SRA membership. A clear focus on the broad risk issues associated with materials at the nanoscale, and other new contaminants holds potential to attract new members to the society. 
SRA could become a leading resource for nanotechnology and risk analysis issues, contributing to the international dialogue about nanotechnology risks. To do so, we must create a focus that brings researchers across disciplines together. Creating a specialty group in nanoscale and emerging contaminants will allow for the necessary dialogue that generates new opportunities for SRA sponsored or co-sponsored activities. The breadth of the collective expertise of the Society for Risk Analysis has much to contribute to the development of assessment frameworks for nanotechnology, in the context of ethical, legal and societal dimensions. The calendar is full of meetings, public hearings, web casts, and conferences discussing all dimensions of economic, ethical, environmental, regulatory, and science and technology, and the issue of risk is raised in every one of these meetings, at least in the 20 or so that I have participated in. SRA should be at the forefront of these dialogs. The Nanoscale and Emerging Contaminants Specialty Group would bring members together to organize activities to benefit members and society at large.

Nanoscale materials can be viewed as emerging contaminants, and the proposal is not only to focus on materials of this scale, but also on the assessment and management of emerging contaminant risks. Nanoscale materials are not simply a class of chemicals, but a broad array of materials including simple elemental metals and complex biomolecules. The common feature is engineering for specific behavior at the nanoscale. Emerging contaminants are agents recently identified as potential health or environmental concerns. 
Currently, products made using nanotechnology are in the realm of materials science, and focus on the creation of small scale particles and other materials that convey unique properties. Many are expressing concern about managing the potential risks of nanoscale materials, particularly those in consumer and other widely dispersive uses. These novel materials create new challenges for all facets of risk analysis, including: dose response; exposure assessment; ecological risk assessment; biological stressors; engineering and infrastructure; economics and benefits; risk science and law; and decision analysis. There is a great need for work in terminology, characterization, assessment methods, communications and societal issues, and regulatory development. Because it is early in the development process, society has an opportunity to address risks in real time, proactively rather than after wide introduction. The issues are already complex, and will become increasingly so as new technologies become more sophisticated.  The purpose for organizing this specialty group is for SRA to become a forum for broad discussion of risks associated with emerging contaminants, and where appropriate, to provide leadership on these issues. 
The SRA Bylaws state that, “A specially(sic) group shall represent a substantive or disciplinary area of interest relating to risk analysis.”  In 2004, I am aware of only a few presentations on the topic of nanotechnology. The 2005 Annual Meeting was the first SRA meeting to hold sessions (3) on nanotechnology. The symposium I organized on regulatory aspects of nanotechnology included 5 invited speakers who were not members of SRA. One of these speakers, Lori Sheremata, has returned this year to organize a session on nanotechnology at this year’s annual meeting. At the 2006 annual meeting, there are 24 presentations in at least 4 sessions addressing nanotechnology and risk, including at least 10 presenters who are new SRA participants. Some of these sessions address overlapping issues, that could have been better coordinated with a specialty group. Nanotechnology issues are a substantive area of interest already, and this interest will continue to grow as regulatory agencies, industries, academics and others invest increasing levels of resources into this area.
Creating a specialty group for nanoscale and emerging contaminants is not setting precedent for specialty groups of narrow focus. SRA currently has a specialty group focused on biological stressors. Nanotechnology is an enabling technology with broad applications and implications, representing cross cutting suites of new developments in development in every economic sector. Nanoscale materials are not a narrow class of substances, like chlorinated hydrocarbons, or some similar focus area on a small group of contaminants. While current specialty groups focus on disciplines, a specialty group focusing on nanoscale and emerging contaminants would be cross-cutting, and not limited to one specialty. It is envisioned as a group that would collaborate with other specialty groups for events. It would provide an interdisciplinary forum for members to discuss issues of nanotechnology, could attract new members to the society, and put SRA on the map in this dynamic and growing field.  
Thanks for taking the time to read this. Please contact me if you are interested in discussing this proposal. If there is sufficient interest, I will try to organize a meeting during the Annual Meeting. 
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