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SUBJECT: Investigating Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances within the Department of Defense 
Cleanup Program 

The Department of Defense (DoD) conducts cleanup under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) and the Defense 
Enviromnental Restoration Program (DERP). Our goal is protection of human health and the 
environment in a risk-based, fiscally-sound manner. This memorandum provides clarifying 
technical guidance on the investigation of perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS), perfluorooctanoic 
acid (PFOA), and perfluorobutanesulfonic acid (PFBS). This guidance is applicable to 
investigating PFOS, PFOA, and PFBS at Environmental Restoration Account-funded, Base 
Realignment and Closure Account-funded, and Operation and Maintenance accounts for the 
National Guard-funded sites. 

PFOS, PFOA, and PFBS are part of a larger class of chemicals known as per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS shall be addressed in the same manner as other 
contaminants of concern within the DERP. 

Under CERCLA, site-specific regional screening levels 1 (RSLs) for PFOS and PFOA are 
calculated using the Enviromnental Protection Agency (EPA) online calculator using the oral 
reference dose (RID) of 2E-05 mg/kg-day. The RSL for PFBS is calculated using the EPA 
Prnvisional Peer Reviewed Toxicity Value (PPR TV) RID of 2E-02 mg/kg-day, or it may be read 
off the tables available on the EPA RSL website. The values are provided in the attaclunent. 
These RS Ls should be used for screening to determine if fmiher investigation in the remedial 
investigation (RI) phase is warranted or if the site can proceed to site closeout. When multiple 
PF AS are encountered at a site, a 0.1 factor is applied to the screening level. For example, in 
cases where there are multiple PF AS, the screening level for PFOS and PFOA individually in tap 
water is 40 parts per trillion (ppt) (0.1 x 400 ppt = 40 ppt) and for PFBS it is 40 parts per billion 
(40,000 ppt). 

1 For sites on the National Priorities List, the DoD Components will use the EPA site specific screening levels, if 
provided. 








