
LT Thomas A. Olenchock the Marine Safety Specialist/Industrial Hygienist at Coast Guard 
Headquarters Office of Safety and Environmental Health. LT Olenchock is a 1996 graduate of 
the United States Coast Guard Academy; he has a BS in marine and environmental science. He 
served as First Lieutenant onboard the Coast Guard Cutter Bittersweet in Woods Hole, MA and, 
after decommissioning the 50-year-old vessel, LT Olenchock transferred to the pre-
commisioning crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Dependable, a 210-foot platform returning to 
service after a midlife maintenance period. He again served as First Lieutenant until transferring 
to the Marine Safety Detachment in Houma, LA, where he conducted commercial vessel 
inspections. LT Olenchock was selected for post-graduate training in industrial hygiene and 
transferred to the University of Washington. He completed his Master of Science degree in 
2003.  
  
 


