UEST OPINION

THE Mio MoDEL

n some ways the town of Mio, Mich-
igan, is like any other small town in the
United States. The main strest is marked
by a modest collection of diners and
motels, high school football is big and
the residents all know and greet each
other by name. But on the road into
Mio, a three-foot statue of a gray-and-
vellow bird on the Oscoda County Cour-
house lawn arrests to an unusual scurce
of hometown pride,

The statue is of a Kirdand's warbler,
an extremely rare migmrory songbird
that breeds only in the jack pine forests
of three counties on Michigan's lower
peninsula, This year, Mia celebrated the
bird’s rerum from its Bahamas wintering
grounds by hosting a ten-day celebra-
tion complete with parade and ice cream
socials. The first annual Kirtland's War-
bler Festival followed immediately upon
the annual census of the endangered
warbler popularion, a cooperative cffort
involving federal and state agencics, the
Narional Audubon Sociery, the Michi-
gan Wildlife Habirat Foundation and a
number of volunteers.

The Kirtland's warbler census and
festival are just twa of the most visible
signs of the tremendous cooperation,
innovation and dedicartion to saving the
warbler demonstrated by these residents
of Michigan. Local motels are advettising
special Kirtland’s warbler tour packages
in birding magazines with tremendous
success. A forest-management plan has
been developed to cut and replant the
forest on a 50-year rotation, providing
plenty of the young jack pinc habitat
required by the warbler for breeding
while allowing trees to marure to a size
suitable for harvest. The U.S. Forest
Service's Plant-a-Tree program is ena-
bling individual and corporate sponsars
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to help fund the purchase and planting
of jack pine seedlings to creatc more
warbler habitat. And local homeowners
and Forest Service cmployees are work-
ing together to build a hiking trail through
the forest, thezeby balancing the desire
for human use of the forest with the
need to protect the land for the benefit
of wildlife. All these efforts have been
pivotal in helping the bird come bhack
from the brink of extinction. The
Kirtland’s warbler popu-

other important habitar conservation
models thar, like the story of the Kirtland's
warbler, show how property owners
and government can work tegether both
to protect endangered species and to
sustain economic development.

In the southeastern states, Georgia-
Pacific and International Paper corpora-
tions signed agreements with the U.S,
Fish and Wildlife Service thar will con-
serve the red-cockaded woodpecker while
allowing the companies

lation is now climbing at
arate of 15 to 20 percent
a vear, This year it totals
at least 633 pairs, a dra-
matic increasc from last
year's 485,

The residents of Mio
have creared a success
story in their community.
But the pressures of habi-
tat loss, which put the
Kirtland’s warbler in so
much danger, continue to
imper! many other species and ecosys-
tems all over the world. This prablem
has no magic solution but a straightfoe-
ward and practical one. We must learn
to live more lightly on the land and 1o
recognize the waming signs of distressed
ecosystems. Only then can we avoid
crises—what I have called train wrecks—
like that in the Pacific Northwest where
populations of salmon, nocthem spot-
ted owls and many other species are
rapidly dwindling.

The Mio model is one that offers
hope that we can leam to use the En-
dangered Species Act as a tool for con-
servation consonant with the needs of
local cconomies and prvate landown-
ers. In the short time since President Bill
Clinton tock office, we've seen some

to harvest trees. The
agreements will conserve
pine forest habitat in the
birds’ nesting and foraging
range but permit logging
operations outside that
range.

In southem Califor-
nia, several countics, the
state and the federal
government have launch-
ed an unparalleled muki-
specics conservation ef-
fart to protect the coastal sage environ-
ment where the threatened coastal Cah-
fornia gnatcatcher lives along with 130
other potenually endangered or threat-
ened plant, animal and amphibian spe-
cies. Private property owners and
government officials together reached
the conclusion that a conservation pro-
gram to protect the gnatcarcher would
be of little value unless it also protected
other species in this ecosystem,

In the Florida Everglades, the Clinton
administration recently entered into an
agreement with Governor Lawton Chiles
and local agencies that initiated the most
ambitious ecosystem rescue effort ever
atrempted in this counury. The agree-
ment seeks to restore an ecosystem
See BABRITT, page 36
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. severely strained by competing demands

imposed by agriculrure and urbaniza-
tion, by inadequarte and polluted water
supplies and by an ever-tightening grp
of exotic plant life that crowds out
native plarzss and fish. Such a rescue
plan was desperately needed to prevent
imminent collapse of the Everglades
ecosystem, signaled most clearly by the

" devastated fisheries of Florida Bay.

In the Pacific Northwest, the fores:
management plan developed to break
through gridlock is rooted in the need
t¢ conserve hundreds of species of fish,
birds and other wildlife. In this region,
as in the Everglades and so many other
parts of the country, fish are proving 10
be extraordinarly sensitive environmen-
1zl indicatars. In developing conserva-
tion plans, it is vital to recognize that the
quality of water and therefore our chances
of restoring fish populations and the
ecosystems of which they are part are
truly dependent on the way every square
yard of habitat and land within entire
watersheds is managed.

The key to creating effective conscr-
vation programs is 1 include local prop-
ety owners, local government and local
organizarions to broaden ownership of
conservation objectives. Traditionally, the
Endangered Species Act has been in-
voked at the eleventh hour when a
species is driven almost to extinction by
habitat degradarion and loss. The re-
sults in too many cases arc crises such
as the disappearing salmon runs of the
northeastern and northwestern states—
and inevitably a politically polarized sit-
vaton in which solutions are all the
more difficult to achieve. Local partner-
ships with state and federal wildlife agen-
cies can help move the discussion about
habitat preservation to a more produc-
tive, consensus-building dialogue.

Success in preserving biodiversity will
be measured by our ability to demon-
strate that the Endangered Species Act
is flexible enough to match the chal-
lenges of many diverse landscapes. At
the same time that we prove that it is
indeed possible to conserve species like
the Kirtland's warbler, bald eagle or
wolf, we also must demonstrate that we
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to rephcate iy gxample. 2

Rrece Babhbite is Secrorary of the Interior
wnd frommer goverior of Arizoma, He also

5o past president of the Leagne of

Clonservarion Voers.

" Corcecuon ‘
} . , ;
Vol Moose” Peterson WRE peovided

tme Paios Verdes bloe dutterfy shoro-
srapi and Jott Foote Tom Stack and
Associates the sidgwinder photograph
wozhe Spring 1994 Deresoeks, The

credity weee taaispeosed w the magazing.

CALAPAGOS

You % bt b o oned v notunabat el

waplone by ponht g choneds Hrenrs cves oothan

c»‘.rlu')‘.)”(,r. t:apnhhw. LERSTIN -lmp‘l' vdvea e

[ 1,.l¢—.mlnl yuthl Junte, b ca ok divieng o

serttas babhing g e b obbn o g, g

10 eaprer et the Gl o s ot e o

i the apra g, o)

gy choster, Min b Prochs wptn #

elye wabire vl

bavs b

fnes Flisats
130 OWI adol 1 fanerpaldle € A a0y
510 az2u 1550

i E

' BINOCULARS

——— THEBESTIN

BIRDING |

|

MINOLTA 8340 XL
Long aye rehiel wide feld of view wad w
rebbared drmor boey maks (is mnoculzr
A great valge tor the edding birdzr ur natuadist,

RELRES

FREE BINOCULAR
-~ BUYING GUIDE

Call 1-800-624-8107

National Camera Exchange

3209 Glicn Memanial Rwy, Golaen Valey. MN £5427 Ne

1aK0 Iragesrs and ofter 3 30-uay judraniza. ForiGCat otcers
call §12-246-5831 Oubegleglute il tal roe *-500-624-5107.

r————————

OUTDOOR
CAREERS IN
CONSERVATION!

PROFESSIONAL L SVEL HOME STUDY

Prepars naw to quabiy

ierexaiting,
worthwehiie outacor ¢

b !‘Il}!;) CONe
wildlife, for.

1

Craibdey Wl
cshorelines

i milands
i

virnnnental pro-

i ':{!'E!m. ;‘JE.\!'!ri, resort.

' range, research oro-

ject, or ather arca.
Do what vou love

and get paid for it!

Free career litera.

ture: send or call

; 24 hours a day.

FREE LITERATURE:
800-223-4542

: or
[SER1¢ wi- l

[ T S | [ ——

THE ScHOOL OF CONSERVATION I
PCDI, 6063 Roswell Road i
Dent, NNJ492, Atlanta. Georgia 3032%

—— vt

HTAES (54
=~ o R

c

Give two for the price of one.

If vou work for a company that matches employee contribu-
tions, your gift to Defenders of Wildlife could mean two or three
times as much. Just ask your personnel office for a matching gift
application, fill it out, and send it aleng with your contribution to:
Match!, Defenders of Wildlife, 1101 Fourteenth St N W, Suite

1400, Washington, DC 20005.

Thank you, thank you.




