P .01

Terrel’l

SPORTS

ecovery group
bands together
to save warblers

M10 — It was early in the
swe mel re :: al
ym Glen's Marke! pa

ing let

kere - six a.m. to be exact, and
,.r.m sun wasa't up
. the early bird gets the

worm, and 1he eatly bande
the bird .. or. su it poes

Tue small g-oup 1 was meeting
was part of *he Kirtland's war
tler recoveny dudy thatl hed
been guguisg since the early
\890s. We were headed cut ta
v and ned the elusie Hiltle vel-
low bird for banding and stud
ne

T Rcts

The program is a cooperative
eifort beiween the U S, Fish and
.:_u ift Department, the

gan DNR
We drove severs
uf here. amidst the thousands of
{jack pine forests that
dominate ihis tegion of (ke
sate. That's where jou find the
endangered i:ttle songbird One
if the ratest burds in the warld
it existy and breeds oaly here
ameng the lack pine of northera
Michigan

In fall the resilient little bird
rigrates 1o the Bahamas where
< spente the winter. Like ¢lock-
work. they return each May 1
Hichigan

Discevered arsund the
the-certury Gm warhler
dropped to a low estimate of §72
resling pais un:mﬂ the eatly
1970s. Toder that figure has
chimbed back up w0 728 nesting
paits. The goa) is 1.000. Their
numbers have been recovering
for the last decade, but it's «fitl
on the exdangered species ist.
Part of the problem with jts
survival 18 the ve iled
habitat the bird requires. It will
nest only il young jack pine
forests that have numersus
«mall grassy openings. The trees
\hey seek most be the right
eight and age — Ove to 20

I mies south

mn-of

rears old, vo more. It'y 3 pretty
nzll windew inoan ecological

MIKE TERRELL

LICAL CO.

lime frame, and it requires
tantinuous tejurenalion uf jack
pine forests.

I the _.. é the lzrge tracts of
Jack pine forests that attracted
the littte r.:mr: wece 33.::“
by naturz) wildfires. In Mothe
Nature's plan jack pine Snm:
are dependent on wi.dfires The
heat ftom fire is needed
1o apea the jack pine cone and
release theit seed

Man's vontrol of wildfires
meznt fewer new jack pine

{orests, which led 19 less nesting

area and z declioe i the Kirt
land’s warbler population
Today, we ave ¢reating rew jack
pine {orests threagh limber
management. When s [credt is
harvested at 50 ‘.2? of age. the
area i replaated with jack pine
,E.A: gs. Dver 150.000 acres of
ate ard nationa) forest Land

:-,.e been set aside under a 50
¥ear rolaticn plan {o assure the

2;:& growth of new jack
pne faresiy and a favorable
habitat for the Kirtland'e war
bler

The studr locks at both sur
vival rate and use of hsbitat by
the warbler. Three teams of 10
1o 12 pevple stretch nets in des
ignated areas of the R:z cach
week thcougkoul the summer 1o
{rap and band Kirtland's v

{'s where we were headed
i early moening. You went lo

be out and set up as the birds

stan moving around day break

Com Kepler holds o liny Kidlond's warbler

That's ¢
time ol

Guiifosle with t

elten the most produttive
day atvording e
L. 8

and Wildlife Service

We like tg set up early,” she
“The light's best to conees)
e nets, and the heat of the day
1sn't & problem By m:..:nc:
it's often too hot 1o contin
The heat adds ta the Em: of
the burd caught i the ne
days are jdeal”
Does gel 110 the net

preseal a for the Kirt

A8

Cleudy

danger
lund's warbler?
“No." explained the cfficer,

When the rets are up, we walk
the line every 15 1o 20 minutes
30 a bird spends minimal time
trapped in the net We sre 2]l
rained in handling tyrde and
untangling them from the net
Once the bird is taken out of the

set, it's dropped in a Little
white bag and taken back 1o the
bandiag station

“The checked over for
age, weight sex aad banded for
ideatification, ualexrs it #
vicusly banded. Then the bird ie
taken back 1o the exact same
pot 1t was caughtl and released
urharmed. We've never lost a

ws

pre

morning. we get a bird
immediately. Following Ca
er_. .,._ 3n .ul

cent, it was easy (o see how
much trmning was needed i
1eve theze little birds
Kepier. 2 big man. kneeled by
he net. Taking the tiny bird,
which was dwarfed in one hand,
te worked fae zbeut five min-
LIS S

bler.

Sm:., Ae ge ._..z right not
with little problem, This is a

young juveniie. aod he's

of sharp chirps
JU pro "2 w ;~ bied was
:..J_:‘ . Kepler Wad the bird
eed from 1he net, placed him
,:m tag. ind we proceed
fo the ! ng statson.

evealed the

\ ,,:.zw study ¢

ki weeks out
of the nest, Rill 3 juvenile, but
glmost ¢a his oem, The bird was

banded. and nf: back to be

in his hands. The bird is truly nafive

Fols &y Mike Temen

to Michigan.

released where we found him
7 siressed that the study,
as rearing the ead of
this Fﬁ: ilar phase, was prov
ing Sﬁ Kirtland's wacblers
could adapt to ihe plantaticn
ivpe 51.. pine forest versus that
cresled by wildiires. There had
at the begin:

€ Jearned thal we ran
make a difference here in
::.:n an.” Kepler €2id. “About
70 percent of the adults that fiy
to the _ L. mes refuen each
spring, but only 20 percent of
the juvenile birds ret How.
ever, with that kind of r
rate for the advlt birds
sustaia the population as
as there's ample nesting area
“Today, they are producing
about three birds per nest,
.,,Be:aa twice & summer
That's up from the last decade
A rollege and a festival have

we can

been named afer the litde bird,
whose bubbly song can be heard
over a quarter-mile away
There's even been support lor

aamiag il Michigan’s state bird
I's the only bird that is ruly a
natire of Michigan

‘Scenic river
offers new
access sites

® Pere Marquette hos
been mode more
available for anglers

By DON INGLE

Speciz: o Te Facot-Ez

BALDWIN — The US, Farest
Ser made zugler acces:
to the Pere Marquette River, 3
Natonal Sce Rner, mare
available, though several of the
newly trepted zecess points are
as vel nol widely known

“We call them Angler Access
Sites, though some of alder
marke:s say ‘Fishenaan Access’
which these days i€ not connid
ered guite polilically corcect. But
ve had the o hand and are
using thém for now,” said Jokn
Huschke. Man:stee National For
est recreation offizer fc the Bald
win-White Clozd Ranger District

he Pere Narquette was Yicki-
T:.n frst federally-designated

cenie rivet under the Wild and
wnwgm Rivers Act. Recsuse much
{ the siver is Jined with private
properties. making angler access
Jimited to only 2 few poin
ation of the new actess poinls
opens up more fisking oppertu
nity for those who come (o fish
fer the trout, salmon and other
gamefish thet make this s1ream
pepular with anglers

“There tre four sites now vpen
for anglers to reach the river
They are Rasebush Beod, near
Bowmsan's Bridge off of Carrs
Road west of Baldwin: Mapieleal
Accesy near Wathalla in Mason
County; lodian Bridze sn Reek
Raad, alse in Masoa County; and
Upper Branch Bridge in Lake
County

Anglers will have to detour
arourd Bewman's Rridge begin-
aing on the 14th of July as the
bridge is being closed for con-
struction of a new bridge. The old
Lridge was literally falling apart,
and is being replaced with a new
bridge that will have both vehi
¢le and pedesirian lanes for

crussing the Pere Marguetle
"The Rosebush Bend and

s __.Em «u;

Mapleleal secess sit
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