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It was April 1931. The American Ornitﬂologist's Union was to meet in
October at Detroit and Ann Arbor,Michigan. Dr. iosselyn Van Tyrde and Norman
A, Wood were Curators of Birds at the University of Michigan Museum of Zoology.
Richerd E. Olsen was a Senior Medical Student there. I had been out in practice
nearly two years and was beginning to overcome the early effects of the depression.
Richard Olsen wrote, "Would I be able to go 28-31 May with him and A,D. Tinker
to Lovells?" The migsion was to w6;§ on a Kirtland"s Warbler colony. We met at
Lansing Friday night and in my little Model T Ford coupe I ate dust all through
the night as Richard drove ahead of me with his Ford touring car, loaded with

camping equipment, a huge tent, blankets, a large milk can for water, food, etc.

The morning waé cold as often happens when May cold fronts pass through and the

~ sky was draped with 5 mass of gray clouds. We passed through Grayling and reached

Frederick at 4 a.m. stopped for a few minutes then headed east away from US 27, -

= covering the last 20 miles of our Lovells trip in a short time. There we filled

our milk can with water then drove thef 4 miles 'south to the Kirtland's Warbler colo

=

a fire large enough for a logging camp and cooked breakfast (I nevexr had.anﬁfhéi--~
fire on a Kirtland's Warbler colony.). We rested a little but soon were all in
the field. I was interested in studying the birds, searching for a nest if possible
and for photography later. Before the week end was over and time for me to go
south I found my first Kirtland'S Warbler nest. The’female was rather tame and
was building. As I lay sprawled out amongst the low blueberries, I watched hef

carr& beakful after beakful of grasses to the new site.
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- Red Oak 1n Oscoda County. Both were less than two mlles from the v1llage.‘VI

i y:'the lat -er part of June that year Clara and I stayed in a large Forest Serv1ce

y . -
* = s -
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Y Vow we knew where there was a new nest we must return to see 1f 1t was

i
W1th Richard Olsen,and his brother Humphrey and the N. T. Petersons

1w

successful.

.A‘

we were back 16 June for a few days, my only vacation that mum summer, The . fe:oi s

-

"warbler nest had been flnlshed and now contained a single egg but it was deserted. _

’

We surmised the reason but never could prove it. We began a new search and soon
,i

foun d another nest with fave young Z-grown. There we took several photographs

with a little Graflex camera Richard had borrowed from the Medical Schecel. Our

1931 Lovells field work was over.
But Klrtland's Warblers were llke a magnet. Memor1a1 Day week end 1932, Clara _
(Clara Cartland and I were married 19 October 1931) and I were back at Lovells..m

We began searching for new colonies and shortly found two large colonies near

B ;
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tent at Red Oak, eatlnc wlth the Max Laage famlly. Although black fly bltes . ';

limlted Clara's fleld work we found another Kirtland's Warhler nest It contalned-“

Zi AT - ‘L‘ % A< e e S

'Cyone warbler egg and two Cowbird eggs. I removed the Cowbl d eggs and the female

: lfdld not desery.A She was so tame I cauch* her by hand and bauded her the flrst

zone of th t specels to“be banded (Dr. Van Tyne banded another_one week later

never knew whether the nest was sucoessful.

Four men from Ohio, Dr.Brody, Mr. Baker, Grant Cook and Vincent IvlcLaughlin
went to Roscommon‘in 193;. They found a Kirtland's Warbler nest northeast of
Roscommon and wrote me of their find. Alfred G. Dowéang and I stopped to examine
it but they had removed two Cowbird eggs and the birds had deserted their own two.
We found another nest at Red Oak. It contained only a half grown Cowbird.

We then searched the Upper Peninsula and northern Wisconsin, without success.

On 13 MaJ 1937 I found a male Klrtland's Warbler in a new colony Jjust west of

; Lake Margrethe, west of Grayllng, Crawford County. The Michigan Audubon Society

-t
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x had its first Campout at Graylinv the last week end in May 1938 At that time>
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S.oWe vi51ted that colony and found a female warbler building a nestf

AjClara, Jim ‘@i

~ (our 5—year old son) and I headed back to.a little cottage on Lake Margrethe.

Max Laage, one of the state foresters had checked the nest daily “for me while 7z

i

egg-laying was in progress so we knew when the eggs were laid .We removed a
Cowbird egg. Only one of the warbler eggs hatched and 15 daysvafter incubation
began. This female was very tame.b She ate flies and other insects from.my hand
and I banded her later in June. Nearby I.found two more;Kirtland's warbler

nests and banded nine nestlings which fledged We found that Dr. Van Tyne was

also ;orking on Kirtland's Warbler**\Hz was also in charge of publlcations at Cran-
brook Institute of Science. Would I work on Sandhill Cranes, another great interes

~of mine, then he would work on the warbler° So eventually the Sandhill Crane book

3 e G - g 3 g iv: B Fe i

qat the>colony wes of Grayling in 1940.' Closa to‘the road‘a male“was 51nging.

Soon he was carrying food and soon I had found his nest With 5 young.- I sat ;,;;

In 1941 I found ‘a nest" at Lovells

> I continued to send records to Dr. Van Tyne.

went back to examine the next morning and found remains of the female scattered
~ throughout the vicinity. ‘A house had been built right in the jack pines of this
colony and we always'felt'sure a house cat had been the culprit. Groudﬁ’nesting
”‘birds'are vulnerable to house cats. We found the lagt nest in the Lovells colony
; in 1944 and.another in a colony east of Grayling. Some friends of mine wished
to photograph the birds and opened up the vegetation over the nest. The hot sun
baked the nestlings until they dled. I watched the hirds.V They started a new ;

; ‘wh
- nest a short distance from the 0ld apd it was completed u,h‘ﬁé went south
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T we;allowed 4 days for egg-laying, :14Vdays for_inoubatioﬁ”and Srdeysifor uhev !

T‘:ueefiiog‘bériod‘uhichwhrouéﬁt'fhe’iiadhg to 20 July/uhen'the‘youﬁg would fledge,

’""then found my flrst warblers that year in Iosco County near East Tawas., At that

= colony in June 1953 J1m Ponshaar, Peter Hov1ngh, Jr. and I found a nest with 5

" We arrived Friday night 19 July, set up the ‘blind before dark ‘and I slept

7 thatdhigﬁt'in the bliodlé-feet-from'the warbler nest., Neither parent>brooded

, 4 ; A
the nearly full grown nestlings that night but the next morning’ we took many
~

photographs of the adults and fledged young (they fledged in the afternoon).
A drawing was made from one of the photographs and was used on the cover of

'The Jack-Pine Warbler' magazine of Michigan Audubon Societies publication.

eNWe had several other exgperiences with the warblers during the next few years“_ L

e ihen in 1954 and 1955 helped Dz Van Tyne with his studies. Harold Mayfield

organlzed in 1951 the first 51ng1ng male count when our group came up witn

; 482 31ng1ng males., I worked 1n Lake, Wexford and other west Mlchlgan oounfles ;ffr

-
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"l‘wnestllnvs then another in Montmorency County and we saw one in Presque Isle<

’County found by someone from the Wllson Orn1tholog1cal Soc1ety meetlng at Douglas =

Then in xaxx 1957 Dr Van Tyne dled 1n late January. Harold Mayfleld,"

para31tized byACowblrds. _Follow1ng~that Harold Mayfleld completed'IKKXKKKK his
marvelous book 'The Kirtland's Warbler.'
For several years I did not do much on Kirtland's Warbler but in late June

1966, Bill Coates, HX¥K Kenneth and Harriet Krum’zln Bill Dyer and I decided to

go to a large colony on the Artillery Range, Crawford County about 12 miles north-

east of Grayling to try and get some photographse of the species. Bill Dyer and

. I found three nests while I found several pairs with fledged nestlings. In all

cases but one the nests had been para51tized hy Cowbirds. Only one pair of birds

~was able to fledge Kirtland's Warbler nestlings; all of the rest fledged Cowbirds;f
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Durlng 1967 my grandson, Ronald Walklnshaw and my frlend Blll Dyer went w1th

melto see if ue could help do away urth some of the Couhardsi:hrchﬂ:ere mahlng T;;;Z;::&

it so rough on Klrtland's Warbler. It was hot and the flles were bad but Ron, who
'1Twas 8 years old survived the tlme we were there. We went to Lake Margrethe afternoons

‘where he could g0 swimmlng then the next morning we were back again. ,The warblers

had a little better luck. .The next summer I toock Steven, our secondrgrandson. Bill
’did not go. We were czmped under some jack pines along Ketcham Truck Trail on.the

National Guard Artlllery Range. I woke up during the night. Not too far away I could

hear the rat-a-tat-rat—a-tat tat of machine guns then the rumhllng of tanks runnlng fi
' wlldly through the jack pines. I did not~sleep much the remainder. of the night for ,f‘ =

they did not know we were there. Steve woke with a smile in the mornlng, stretched

il and I sald to h1m 'Dld you hear the battle°' In the next breath he said 'What battle

-kgHe had not heard it.. One thlnu we d1d f1nd that _summer , we watched a Blue Jay m;,a

i devour two nestllng Cowblrds from a Klrtland's Warbler nest.a Steve loved competltionn~
and helped flnd several warbler nests but again ‘most were para31tlzed. The next threev'

“tf;lﬁjsummers Blll Dyer and I spent some tlme on the Artlllery Range.~ As before warbler
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Jnests were hadly parasltlzed. I publlshed the results of these studles in Amerlcan

blrd egzs in that v131n1ty.
BEarly in 1972 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service contacted me to see if I would
search for nests that summer on the Kirtland's Warbler regions and in so doing see

. ‘how many nests were parasitized. They had erected Cowbird traps on all the main

warbler nesting colonies. Where Kirtlapd's Warblers had reared around 0.89 young per
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,\f-i year per pair prior to this, in 1972 they reared around 3 young per pair per year and

parasitism dropped to around 6 per cent. For six years I continued helping them w1th

'rfb}S_FQIk andveach year we had'the same results. But Klrtland's Warblerd did not f; ;
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. numbers down.

hfthese blrds were refound in later years. Between 1966 and 1976 I banded 120 :l;h_t--

‘number'were"tremendous.

e ford County. She had a banded mate, a nest w1th 3 warbler and 1 cowblrd eOgs.e

Somewhere, somehow, somethlng was keeplng thelr-;ﬁ

e ”“ . ,,q. . - ...,M,,.....«L o sb..‘.....‘ H(-—vx—aw PRSRASRPA

‘i—We are st111 workln6 on why. ;L

g g

-:Up untll 1966 I had banded between 26 and 30 klrtland's Warblers. TwO‘of f"‘;T

oy .,r.-.u,_._., e pu—
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- adults on the study areas and 477 nestllngs. Returns and recoveries from this

e

They have ‘been summarized in my book 'Kirtland's Warbler,

the Natural History of an Endangered Species.' 2 _ ' X

The most thrllling of these returns and recoveries follow.
"Female 61-24179 was banded 22 June 1970 on’ the Artlllery Range South, Craw= - :

e P 2
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i

She hatched 2 of her own evgs when we had removed the cowblrd egg.' We were never :;5

1sure whether she fledged the 2 young. Durlng 1972 1973 and 1974 she produced two

z‘-*““{ﬂr Mﬁ RS 1'-*\:" e Wi BT x;t@_‘ %-Aﬁ!‘;-
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qburlng 1976 she hatched”5 young from'3 eggs and

R i S et i

Durlng these seven years,
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lone egg.' The mornlng the warbler hatched somethlng (probably tgé Cowblrd) dragged 2

;;the baby from the nest removed hls legs and kllled hlm but left the nestllng COWblId-

W1th matel8é6-89201 they fledged 4 young from 5 egos'that summer. The next year:-_fi:

he mated with a two year 0ld banded femal ’ 81-58978 At thelr first nest they’

fledged 5 young from 5 eggs then at their second nest«they were one of the two

unfortunate nests parasitized that summer.. Apparently the Cowbird removed 2 or 3
g I

warbler eggs and laid one cf her own. When I found the nest there were only 2 eggs; :

one was a Cowblrd egsg. When the Cowbird hatched- they always hatched 2-3 days

f,'prlor to the warbler eggs- I left him in the nest hoplng she would not desert her

e 34
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thelr plcture w1ndow27 September 1975 at a suburb of Clnc1nnat1, Ohlo. Thls male S

e Tived o e four yoast;-ind thees monthagef age. Lo o e s e

’”locatlon he found a 51n01ng male 8 June 1977. There was alwaJs a lull in nestlng

‘!J'around 1 July so I drove down to Lansrng. -The phone rang and 1t was J1m Mattsson.:,?

e S o
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l7The next summer thls male mated w1th a new unbanded female. I'was not allowed
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¥to capture blrds thnt summer. They fledged 5 young from 5 egvs. That fall, a i 77;

and his mates had produced 14 fled*ed nestllng Klrtland's Warblers that we knew.:;;

Professor Paul Alrd of the Urlver51tj of Toronto became extremely 1nterest°d

in Kirtland's Warblers. He read how Dr.Paul Harrlnston had found the bird at the

Petawawa Mllltary area near Pembroke, Ontarlo, in 1916 and 1959. At that same

el e

- What would you think of dr1v1ng over to qubroke, Ontarlo to see 1f we could : ;_f,‘ \

7 ucapture that male Klrtland's Warbler and band him, John BJellch J1m Mattsson a:d wa
A

Sl by .-m e m,‘, 23
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We JOlned several Canad1an frlends, all very much ‘:;

drove over the next mornlng.

the male fly over the net to the recorder but he turned around and flew right back -

into the net. He was the most photographed Kirtland's Warbler in Qntario as I

-

placed a band on him. We released him and he was back the next spring (Paul Aird).

But again no mate was found. Rl g
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~ - was wearing a band and it'was one I had banded as a nestllng 24 June’ 1974 at Lovells,‘

: Petawawa then snother male 1n the Gatlneau Valleyvnear Kazabazua, Quebec. On 27 May -

'é‘~they captured the blrd. I had several telephone calls shortly for the male warbler‘AXZ

Ontarlo and Quebec;for Klrtland's Warblersv dThey found the male had returned to

Michigan., He had settled +676 km from where he was born. His father and mother I had -

also banced and they had had their territories at Lovells.

That same summer, Nancj Tilghman workln: for the Wlscon51n Deparument of Natural

b'.Resources found two 51ng1ng male Klrtland's Warblers near Black Rlver Falls, Wlscon51n.‘

‘V?John Byellch, Chairman of the Klrtland's'Warbler Recovery Team and I dIOVG over there

20 June 1978 There we met Nancy Tllghman and Set up nets 21 June. Soon we caught 3

”A.and as usual released the blrd, It was already wearlng a band whlch I had placed on;;

< ~»s "". T\‘ ’»,\r
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In our workmwe.found that most nestllng warblers when' e
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jack pin s W Hemsmaller and younger than where thelr parents had thelr‘ferritorles.

-.n.a-.

as long as they surv1ved.“ We found that although some males never did get a mate in =
summer, other males had two mates, one could have had three in one summer at the samelv
time. We found that females returned to nest-on the same territory year after year

if it was possible. But we also found that both sexes at” tlmes moved on ensuing years, ;
especially the females if some catastrophe came to an early nesting.

In early July 1982 Dr. John Probst, of the Unlted States Forest Serxlce, found a

e T Ao

.slngzng male Klrtland's Warbler near Gwinn, Mlchlgan, the first def1n1te Upper Penlnsula

1, =1 could .not flnd the blrd 1n later July that year but spent a week w1th itvn
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rtto»the exact spot for two,summers. They always selected an area of'small Jack

ot pines,where~there”were‘regions ofﬂdense growthﬂinterspersed with clearings and

. - »
very 51m11ar excellent ground cover, '+° *’\:% (n e “‘EL°’* ll"L“3°‘“v

Now that my kirtland's Warbler work is over, I look back and see many of us
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v We"

all worked in a unlted way.l Its future rests w1th humanity. The Klrtland's Warbler




