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THE BIRDS OF WISCONSIN

Having been carefully studied by Dr. Hoy, of Racine, I have obtained
his permission to insert here his ‘“Notes,” published in the 6th volume
of the Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences at Philadel-
phia, instead of the catalogue prepared by me. There are some additions
and corrections made by Dr. Hoy, and I have added the common names
of each species. ' L A. L

NOTES ON THE ORNITHOLOGY OF WISCONSIN.

BY P. R. HOY, M. D., OF RACINE, WISCONSIN.,

With few exceptions, the facts contained in the following brief Notes,
were obtained from personal observations made within fifteen miles of
Racine, Wisconsin, lat. 42° 49’ N.; long. 87° 40’ W. This city is situ-
ated on the western shore of Lake Michigan, at the extreme southern

- point of the heavy timbered district, where the great prairies approach

near the lake from the west, and is a remarkably favorable position for
ornithological investigation. It would appear that this is a grand point,
a kind of rendezvous, that birds make during their migrations. Here,
within the last seven years, I have noticed 287 species of birds, about
one-twentieth of all known to naturalists, many of which, considered
rare in other sections, are found here in the greatest abundanqe. It will
be seen that a striking peculiarity of the ornithological fauna of this
section is, that southern birds go further north in summer, while north-
ern species go further south in winter than they do east of the great
Lakes.

[* Indicates those known to nest within the State.]

VULTURIN A, (1 species.)

#CaraarTES AURA, Linn. Turkey Buzzard.

Found occasionally as far north as Lake Winnebago, lat. 44°, More numerous
near the Mississippi River.

FALCONID.E, (19 species.)

*AquiLa Carygzros, Linn, Golden Eagle.

I have a fine specimen, shot near Racine, Dec. 1853,
It is a fact worthy of note that this noble eagle, in the absence of rocky cliffs for
its eyrie, does occasionaliy nest on ¢rees. One instance occurred between Racine
and Milwaukee, in 1851.  The nest was fixed in the triple forks of a large oak.
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first of November.
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a pair of this species, together Wlﬁll
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ity, commenced singing; and, as
om the nest, all the time pourm%
er before heard uttered by this mos
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times I followed this bird in the qalrlqe
'his movenient, :md the effect of lls
I regretted exceedingly my cruelty
for Lirds to resott to various strata-
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| *SrLvicors Astiva, Gmel,

Summer Yellow Bird.
Abundant.

Srrvicora Macurosa, Lath.  Spotted Warbler,

Numerous from e 5th to 27th of May.

SvLvicora FLAVICOLLIS, Wilson,

Ishot single individy
*Svivicorna Virews. Lath. Black

Common, A few nest with us,
and females about the 10th of the

-throated Green Warbler.

The old males arrive 5th of
same month,

*SrLvicora BLACKBURNUE, Lath. Blackburnian Warbler.

i 3 is is the only in-
1 their nests, but this is t
harms of their music were employed

hrush.

d, the same that nesisin the South-

asl.

‘ork Water Thrush.

r A
dark and gloomy swamps. Their
merry ditty, and the more mellow

ird.

Titlark.

pecies. )

" ' :
he spring—1st of April ; they allgo
1 with us until November. ;
ler.

.
sands may be seen any day on
30\}:32; qstalky to stalk in the cor'n‘
anner of the Titlark and Agqutic

One of the mogt numerous warblers from the Sth to the 20th of
males precede the females about week., The firsg arrivals of thig
as all others, are in ths

finest plumage, A fow nest with us,

SrLvicorna KIRTLANDH, Baird,

I met ong
20th, 1853,

Kirtland’s Warbler.
single individual of this r-cently discove

red species, at

*SyLvicons ICTEROCEPHALA, Lath,

This beautiful little warbler is extremely abundant,
dense under- brush, especially hazel, thinly covered with
is not uneommon to hear the songs of a dozen malos ag the same time,
Struct a nest of blades of grass and thin strips of bark interming led wi
lars’ web, fixad in a low bush, {generally hazel, ) seldom more th
Trom the ground ; the eggs, 4 o 5 in number, closely resemble
But one brood is raised in a 8easou—nest from the

nest be approached when the female is in it, she i
along with ope wing dragging, uttering at the sam

once caught g Young

Chestnut-sided Warbler.

It prefers local
trees, Insuch

10th to the 15th of Ju
Il drop to the

e time a peepeng note

bird of this species that had Justleft the nest ;
birds, in their alarm for ity safety, approached so near to me that I cangh
inmy hand. T let them both £9, upon which, the Joy of the old bird

€ greater for the escape of the young fledgling than for his own release,
.

SrLvicors Casranes, Wilson.

Arrives in large numbers abou the 10th of May; anl goue north by the

Black-poll Warbler,

e preceding ; the twe species

Stivicon, Striars, Lath.

Lqually numerous with th
Ppany.

SrLvicor, Prxus, Lath, Pine Warbler.

Nota Bumerous species with s, Nest in the northern pine forests.

SYLVICOLA stcor,on, Vieill.  Prajrie Warbler

A few are occasionally seen about the miq

dle of May., Rare in Wiseonsir

al of this species near Racine, June 20¢h, 134,
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May., The old
species, as welf

Racine, May
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