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“Hy e Waysishe”

9-18 June I988, Jackson County-
Around poon on 9 June, 1988, 1 dis
covered the first of several singing male
Kirthanel's Warblers in Jackson Cousay,
while helping with the DNR's survey for
this specics. | wadked into some appro-
priste-dooking habitat {shert jack pine o
the site of an old burn) and almost an-
mediately heard 1he bivd singing 100 or
so feet away. 1 approsched it slowly
teventually comtng as close as abowt 20
feer st watched for about half an hour
as it sang, few from perch to perch, and
ovcastonally drapped down (o feed near
the groumd. The vigorous, toud, rather
fow-pitched sang was well-defined and
“typieal” in construction for this species
{ax heard on the bird song recordings)
ard was often delivered from scattered
talt pine snags. T menally transeribed
the somg as having three pariss (wo or
three low, somewhat burry introductory
rroles on o pitch or rising dightly, fol-
lowed by two netes on a higher pitch,
and ending with two notes on an inter-
mediate pitch. .. JThe song was re-
pewted many times, and the bird was stll
singing at abowt one o'cock when 1 ket
to inform the wildlife manager of my
sighting.

The bird was large For a warbler, with
Blue-gray upperparts, black streaks on
the back, darker wings and tail, and in-
dissinet white wing turs. The underparts
were bright velloa with u few black spois
anad thin black streaks on the sides of the
breast, and heavier black streaks along
the flanks. There was a wide, ditfuse
blackish arca through the Jores and a
white eye-ring broken in front and bick,
giving the bird a somewhat masked ap-
pearance, The {unhanded) tegs and hill
were black, The bird was rather slow and
dehiberate [in] its aovernents (for a war-
Bler) and frequently wagged its tail, This
description applies, in general, © the

ather birds as well, with a {ew differ-
ences as noted below. The next day, June
145, 1 returned early in the morming but
cold not find the warbler, to sy great
disappointinent. After scarching the aren
for 3 while 1 discovered another bivd {or
possibly the same one) about & mile west.
This bird, which | will call 22, looked 1o
my human eyes similar or identical to
the first bivd and sounaded very snuch
fike i also. Tihas bird proved 10 be the
mast rehiable of all and was present on
werritory through fune 18, when il was
banded. . . .1 watched this bind on sev-
eral days from many distances {closest
about 6 foety and ot at least one pho.
tograph,

On June th, bird #1 wias oot there,
Bird #2 was present at his usual spot,
and 2 thind bird nirned up about % of
a mihe to the northacest. © did pot get as
close 1 look at this bind, Bt Hs song was
quite diffeyent from that of birds # 1 and
#2. 1t was recognizable as a Kirtdand's
Warbler song by s patern and vocal
quality, bat It was more man togetwr
fihe notes were fess distinetly separated)
and there dida’t seem o be s much
variation in pich, According 1o Bem,
Kirtlarut's Warblers rarely change their
songs after the beginning of the season,
5o individuals can be veadily identified
by song style,

On June 16, bird #2 was still on ter-
ritory, but there were po bigds where #1
ard #3 had been, Instead, bied #2 had
a tervitorial dispute with an apparentdy
different bird at the presumed edge of
#9% area. The warblers would alwrnate
chasing each other arcund with sitting
nirar each other {ofien within feet) and
singring {often sunuitancousiy), The new
bird's song was sienilar to #2°s but a littde
fuster, ard unlike #3's, The two birds
sune within 12 foet of me al tmes and
1 could see that neither was Iauded. Bird
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iy The Wayside”

918 June I988, Jackson County.—
Arcund noon on 8 Junc, 1988, 1 chis-
covered the first of several singing male
RKirthand's Warblers in Jackson Couity,
while helping with the DNRs survey for
this species. | watked inte some appro-
priave-ooking habitas {shert jack pine at
the site of an old burn} and ahmost im-
mscdiately heard the hird singing 100 or
so feet away. 1 approached it slowly
{eventually coming as close as about 26
feet) ansd watchesd for about half an hour
as it sang, flow From perch o perchy, and
occasionatly dropped down 1o feod near
the ground. The vigorous, loud, mther
fow-pitched song wiss well-defined and
“rypical” i consteuction for this species
{as heard on the bird song recordingsy
anct was often delivered from scastered
watt pine snags. T mentally transcribed
the song as having three parts: two or
three bow, somowhat burty introductony
netes on one pirch or fsing stightly, fol
jowed by two notes on a higher pitch,
and ending with two notes on an inter-
mediate pitch, .. The song was re-
peated many times, and the bird was sall
sityging a1 about one o'dock when teft
to inform the wildlife manager of my
sighting.

The bird was large for s warbler, with
blue-gray upperparts, back streaks on
the back, darker wings and tail, and in-
distinet white wing bars. The underpans
were bright vellow seith i fow black spots
anud thin black streaks on tie sides of the
breast, amnd heavier black streaks along
the flanks. There was a wide, ditiuse
blackish area through the lores and 2
white eye-ring broken in front and bick,
givingr the bird a somewhat masked ap-
pearance. The (unbanded) legs areed bl
were black. The bird was rather slow and
deliberaie [in] its movernents or a war-
Her) and frequently wagged its tail. This
description applics, in general, 1o the

other birds as well, with a few differ-
ences as noted below. The pext day, Junc
13, T returned early in the morning but
could not find the warbler, 1o oy great
disappointment. After searching the area
for 4 while 1 discovered another bird {oy
possibly the sime one) sbout & mile west.
This bird, which |will call #2, looked 1o
my human cyes sinslar or tlentical 1o
the first bisd and sounded vesy tich
fike it also. This bird proved 1o be the
muost reliable of all and was present on
territory through Jupe 18, when it was
banded. . . .1 warched this bird on sev-
cral days from muny distances {closest
about 6 feety and got at feast one phos
tograpls,

On fune 15, bird #1 was not there,
bird #2 was present st his usual spt,
arwt a third bird tarped ap about ¥ of
a mite 1o the northiest. © did pot get as
close 3 fook at this bind, but its song was
quite different from thiat oof Bivds # 1 aad
#2. 11 was recognizable as a Kirtind's
Warbler sung by s patern and vocal
quadity, but it was more ran together
fihe potes were less distinetly separated)
ared there didi’t scem o be as much
sariation i pitch, Avcording o Bent,
Kirthamd's Warblers rarely change their
songs after the beginning of the season,
so individuals can be readily identfied
by sang style,

On June 16, bird #2 was still on ter-
ritory, but there were po birds where #1
ared #% had been, Instead, bird #2 had
a territorial dispute with an apparentdy
different bird w1 the presumed edge of
#9's area. The warblers swould aliermate
chasing each other around with sitting
near each other {oflen within feet) and
singdng loften simultancouslyl The new
hird"s song was similar to #2°s buta hitle
fasier, arwl unlike # %5 The two birds
came within 12 feet of me at tmes and
1 condd o that neither was banded. Bird
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#4 was paler vellow beline thin #2 and
had thin dark streaks across the frong of
the breast Gndicating a firt year bird),
Eventually bird #2 chased #4 north
about Vo mile and retarmed 1o the center
of his werritory.

On the morning of June 17, bird #2
wits ext berritory, i hird that looked and
seangded Bke bird #4 was near where #4
had been chased 10 the provious day,
angl another bird that looked and
sogtrided much hke bird #71 was back
where #1 had been originally, The next
dav, only #3 could be found. He was
bunded on that by, and no binds were
found thereafter. So, 1oan say with cer-
tainty that at keast tiree, probably four,
ardd maybe even five Rirtland's Warblers
were present in this arca. There was abs
sodutely no evidence of breeding or cven
of the presence of females. The peri-
patetic nature of most of these anales
underscored that fsct—Janéne Polk, 1407
Fredevic, Fau Claire, W 34701,

Biik Grosaeak (Guiraca corrulem

2 June 1987, fowa County,—1 heard an
unusual song that T eouldn’t place. Not
an Qrchard Oriole, not a Purple Finch,
It wias a “shory, mellow, tnlly warble,”
Phrases in quotation marks come from
notes made immediately after the sight
fng. A bird flew 1o a perch abowt 7 feet
gl at & distance of porliaps 75 feet or
o, 1 oabserved iU undder overcast bat
bright skics for 19 10 15 seconds. The
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view wis primarily a side view. Tt was
wirned stightly away, but the head was
in profile. The upperparts were plain
“brown with the richest color on the
head.” The tail and primaries were
blackish. { immexdiately noticed & " proan-
incnt light chestnut upper wing-bar. The
lower wing bar was not nearly as con-
spicuous.” | then carefully examined the
bill and found it 1 be a Jarge, pale gray,
grosbesk type of bill, not the smudler
proportioncd Bunting type. At the time
I suspected this was a Blae Grosbeak so
ook my tme examining the bill. As 1
wittched, the bind sang its short, preay
wirble again. Quite different from In-
digo Bunting in both voice and pattern,

Then it flew into denser vegetation, 1
gimpsed it a fow more times but at a
greater disturce in poorer light, | jerked
its tal a fow tmes, bt it may have been
armoved! I've seen Indigo Buntings do
that too. B osang again but only Faingy,
Abogether less than 5 minutes, 1 then
wrote down my observations and then
found the bird in Nattonal Geographic
Field Guide, It looked like fall male Blue
Grosheak. 1t was not pale like the rens
dering of the female. However, Peter-
son’s rendering of the female s dark
ennugh to fit this bird, 1 had a tape plaver
with e, ard 1 listened 1o the Blue Gros-
beak recording of the new Peterson edi-
tion and also the Federation of Ontario
Naturalists, The song 1 lieard was of the
samie type—Karl Legler, 429 Franklin
Street, Sauk City, WI 33583,
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