2470 Silvicultural Systems November 22, 1985
2670“Threaténed and Endangered Species (KWEH)

Kirtland's Warbler Habitat/River Road Fire Area gt '
Cal Norton, Distrlct Ranger r

| revliewed Jerome's 2470/2670 memo to you. | generally agree with his agsess-
ment that oak and aspen reproduction Is substantial in the area surveyed and

will have to be dealt with In regenerating KV habitat, However, | do not agree
that only 250 to 300 acres of the original 1294 can still be managed for Kirtland's
Warbler, Also, even If his projections of 2, 000+ stems/acre of oak and aspen

(some areas) are correct, this does not mean anywhere near that many will survive.
| agree that some of the area designated as KWEH should not be so managed

In the future. However, | do not concur with all of his recommended deletions,

I hereby propose a revised "Block® alignment for the Oscoda Unit (see attachment).

I fecl through a combination of high density planting and hardwood control,
we can regenecrate warbler habitat in the area.

. Considering his stocking survey results which Indicate a paucity of natural jack
pine regeneration to this date and an inadequate stocking of potential seed trees,
| recommend we pursue the following schedule of treatments: . :

" o
1. Conduct salvage sale including all of new Blocks | and V removing all
stems except selected snags which should be retained for warbler singing perches
and cavity nesting species, eg. bluebird, tree swallow (Winter 1985-26).

2. Machine plant (with V-plow) jack pine at density of 1,500/acre in same
area (Spring 1986).

3. Treat (handcut with MYC labor) oak and aspen seedlings and sprouts
In same area (Summer 1986). _

8. Assess effectiveness of oak/aspen treatment (Summer 1837).
5. Chenically treat same area if needed (Summer 1988).

6. Harvest and regenerate Block Il'h(l991—95, maximum age 50) .including
appropriate oak/aspen control.
3x0“

7. Block 111~ same as above (1996-2000, maximum age 55).
g0 4t

8. Block IV - same as above (20095, maximum age 62). |
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Wildlife Biologist, Huron Zone
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Kirtiand’s warbler/River Road Fire Area
Forest Surervisor ,
> : LS,‘
' A
Attached is & mero from Bill Jervis regerding future renegerent vyg ¢U£
ectivities for the River Road fire area. As you are aware, Ssore
1360 ecres -of the eree burned over were in & Kirtland's karbler
wenagerent unit., The fire of April 28, 1984, hes required

several plenring chenges and adjustpents to the manacerent unit.

at

rost of the jack pine stands burned over were approximetely 35
years old, end it was guestionable whether adequate regeneration
would occur duc to the frreture stend. A stocking survey wes
fnitiatec the fell of 19€4 to eassess the early regeneretion
prospects on the 2ree es well &s obtain volure inforration for
szlvege sele operetions. FPortions of the burned over &srec were
deleted with the Intent of using the overstory for partial shade
for improved neturel regeneration. ESelvage operations have been
conpleted on those areas that were obvicusly not going to
regenerate adequitely to jeck pire or were legicel to delete from
future hebitet menagerent.

P sccond stocking survey was taker in the fall of 19P5 to essess
improverent in increacsed naturel regeneraticn. The survey
indicetes azbout 4¢% more jeck pine wes present over the previous
‘year's survey. Based upon the fact that approxirately 400 jack
pine steps per acre &re now present, it is obvious thet adecuate
jeck pine stocking levels for suitable Kk habitat will not be
reachcd with netural regeneration and additional reforestetion
effort will be necessary to achieve sultable stocking levels for
K¢ hebitat, - ) ‘

It was felt by the District thaet the presence of the deed
standing pine, oek, &nd other species presents a significent ¢
irpect to eny future reforestaticn efforts due to the high ‘51
density of swell to rmediur sized tirber thet would eventuelly be f'ef L 507%
jeck strawn over the units. Duc to the urgency to "cleen" the W“%J o )
arez up @nd the strong derend for fuelwood chips by Dow Cornfng 47
in Micdlend, & cdecision hes been rede to conplete the selvege

oreretion on the rereining 44¢ &cres of the River Roezd fire area. n?ﬂp

o

Bill darvis hes been invelved with the early blenning of this QJ%?(@Y},
ranagerent unlt end hes prepered his recorrendations {etteched) en e 4
for block realignrent and treatrent. FEis proposal besicelly Ar’*,q
involves the inclusion of erees previcusly not considercd e
sufteble for KWEER in the southern portions of Elocks 11, 111, and" D(Qb
IV. Water teble height scers to produce a distinctly different .o»"'k4
ground vegetaetion than is fourd on the drier Craylirg s&anc siteswbcﬁﬁnﬁ‘
Bovever, for the tirec being, we &t the District level corcur hitg m”‘ -
the proposed edditions end cdeletions to the ranagerent unit, ) e L
;»“’4
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Forest Supervisor 2, "~

fhe reméinder of this memo will decl especially with Eill's

Points 2, 3, 4, &and 5 #s they relste to establishment of the

unit. ke are basically in egreement thet reforestation stould be

achieved in Blocks I ancd VvV as soon 2s possible following the >

salvage clean up. Indicetions ere thet Dow Corning and the - Y 7®*

LeCureux chip operation could have the arca cleened up by the ,;ﬁ“i}kfp”

spring of 19g¢. 5 L

L A | k - For 52 L,/ '.lu"” 4

It seers the densities of jeck pine per acre for suitesble K¢ 'hbﬁgh;, \é

hebitet creeps up every ycar, and we are at a point of reguiringo',&p'ﬂz

1500 per ecre. Estinated cost for planting of epproxinately 44?%&’ 59*{3‘

ecres will approach $9¢,21¢ to set this management unit up fo “bﬁ-ﬁ/

the future a&s far as jeck pine density and &ge cless goes. wé;:.»

In October, I forwarded a mero concerning Kr hablitat rénzgerent

techniques in which I proposed giving direct sceding with EBrecke

scelp site preparation as opposed to the conventionzl plénting of

seedlings. I propose the reforestation of this arez be done

using the Bracke and direct seceding beginning in April 19¢¢ §f

for no other reason than it holds strong pronise that accepteble ,

warbler hebltat cen be achieved at a significantly lower cost per - ¥° P

acre in establishment costs, Current estinztes for scalping anﬂiy¥' a‘uj

direct secding Indicate these sezre acres cen be sdequately o, e L oA

reforested for & cost of approxiretely $1€,5¢¢., €)% wﬁtugﬁ;”«;
Tt PR APR

Due to the strong presence of o2k end aspen within the blocks t&ﬂ”&‘)“ﬁﬁx.

be trested, Bill is reconrending &n initizl hend cut treatnent o “,ﬁ o

for osk and aspen In the surmer of 1S8€. Two questions arise s

with this recommendation, one being thet surrer 1986 may be too f;ﬁ‘

premature since occupancy of the arez is not expected for perheps

six to ten years later and treatrent this early may result in nct

taking advantage of natural rortelity of sone oak end aspen theat

ray occur prior to the time of occupancy. Secondly, 1 believe we

should program work of this ragnitude with reqular T&E wildlife

funds rather than rely on menpower Frogrems to accomplish.

Bill's Mumber 5 recommendation that retreatrent of the ares be
done using chemical or herbicide epplication beors further
consideration. Apparently the underground reservoir now serving
the Oscode Schools, &s well as two runiclipel water systers wells,
likely underleys 2 mejority of the Cscoda Fb benegenent Unit,

The Oscode &rea is no newcorer to the serious potentials of water
polluticn. Wwurtsmith Air Force Base has been Pinfointed &s &
major source of conterinetion for reny privete wells or the north
side of the AuSeble River. This is the Frirary reeson runicipeal
wclls have becn Joceted on the south side of the AuSeble velley
within the underground watershed of hational Forest lends., 1
believe from & political stencdpoint, 1f no other were evaileble,
I would vigorously oppose agplicetion of any chemicals in this
menégement unit,

In surnaty, we concur with Pill's Froposed revision of the block
alignrment for the COscoda unit. be strongly propose utilizing 1
direct seeding with Brecke scelper site preparation to echicve
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Forest Superviscor 3.

the 2ppropricte densities os opposed to plenting., he also
belf¢ve the” timing of when hendcut treatrent of oak end aspen
competition needs further consideretion s well as sincere
opposition to eany chemical treatrent proposals in this arec.

Unless there 2re¢ other conpelling ressons of which we are not
aware, we will initiate project Flenning for the direct sceding
on the unit for spring 1987 since extra funding for this project
is not avalleble unless sore other Forest hes excesses it wishes

to trensfer to the huron.

strict Renger

Enclosure



