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Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region 3

S 38E* "‘_; ‘
From: Director

Subject: Intra=Service Section 7 Consultation, Land Acquisition, Kirtland's
Warbler Habitat

This responds to your June 3, 198U, request for Section 7 consultation on
the acquisition of approximately 4,500 acres in Kalkaska, Crawford, Clare,
Osconda and Ogemaw Counties, Michigan, relative to the listed Kirtland's
warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii).

On June 5, 1980, we completed an examination of the above action and
reviewed the biological information provided by vou along with information
available in our files. During the course of this consultation, Tom
Sheldrake, Endangered Species, Region 3, was contacted.

A review of the project information and information obtained from the
experts and other knowledgeable sources on the biologyv of the listed spe=
cies indicates that the proposed action may benefit the species bv consol-
idating land holdings which will facilitate needed hahitat management
while precluding detrimental land uses.

Therefore, it is my biological opinion that your action, as proposed, will
promote the conservation of the above listed species.

This biolopical opinion considered the acquisition of the subject lands
only. When the management plan for these areas 1s completed, Section 7

consultation must be initiated if a "may effect” determination is made.

Should this action, as now planned, be modified or altered, or should new
species be listed that may be affected, you must reinitiate consultation.
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Kirtland's warbler acquisition-why has Region not spent § available this 7Y
CONYERSATION . . . .
. Ihis project has not received Director's approvel, thus no land can be purchased.

They now have options for 3 months on two parcels for P34, 000,

They have $80,000 ava
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Hemorandum
To : Pirector, Fish and Wildlife Service Sh oo 1EBU

From :  Assoclate Director ~ Federal /sasistance

Subject: Proposed Land Acguisition -~ Yirtland's darbler

The region propeses to acquire &, %70 seces of habitat in flond 1sn necessary
te insure the survival of the endancered Yirtland'e warbler.

The peopulation of Firtland's warbler nov la estirated at akout 470 birds,
This is a drop fras 1,000 hivds 10 170i. The recovery tear has set a 2aal of
1,000 pairs ef nesting birds te naintair a self-sustaiving popniztion. To
accouplish this, 135,000 acres of land wust ke rmanaged. The recovery plan
identifies lands in north central Michivan suitahle for vanagement. The
Forest Service and the State of Michiyar 'wve desionated 126,373 acres for
management in the area. The reglon's propased 4,500 acres wouldd 7111 out the
rlan.

The warhler has highly specific nestin: requirenents. Yearly all nests are
found in jack pine stands 5 tc 20 feet in heiuht (8=21 years nld)e  The
managenent plam ecalls for rotational rcutting and burning
Jaek pine habitat to lnsure that there are hetween 35,00
nasting habitat avaflable at anv one ti=e.
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Hanagement capablility orn State forests {s haopered by the preceance of sialld

inholdings. These are helny developed {or recrastionad homes iieh abvicusly
conflict with burniag snd tinbering,

1f the Firtland's warbler recceery plan le o v carried ouvt, fee tirle
acquisition of the inholdines iIs egsential. Ufforts Lo do rhis 5o the Srate
have falled. Lasement or lesg thar fee title sequizition Jdoes not asee
reasonable in view of the uneed for burnin .

Lands would be acquired on a willing seller/willing buyer basis. Up toa 100
landowners would be invelvesd In the 4, acress Totzl land costs would be
about $2,350,000. Operation and maintenance costs would ke ascumed by the
State of HMichigan since it has agreed to wanase the area. The area wonls be
administered by the Shiawvassee !"'/¥
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REPA compliance is evidenced by & Y100 sluned on
is consistent with E,0. JI9%0 gpd 11097, Sectien
completed and the Moleogsical eririon fa attached.
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I reconmend that apnroval be ffven te scauirs 4,500 aeres 1oy Ylrriand 's
warbler manazement on the conll!

Chal priovity e civen to toe acauisition
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of largar tracts (100=[20 aeres) or whes il aeres o is not possihle, to
Eracts that are aot wore Jistant theg vue=la17 mile irem existing {tate or
Federally managed lands,
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

8/20/80

I think the following will answer Rolf's questions:

.The problems incurred by the State and Forest
Service were with funds, not unwilling sellers;

The 135,000 acres is a management goal that is
probably unattainable because some habitat has
already been lost. However, the acreage desig-
nated by the three agencies (approximately
130,000 acres) for warbler management will
insure that a necessary annual amount of
nesting habitat is available; and

We have made a commitment to attempt to buy
4500 acres through the signing of a cocperative
management agreement with the State and Forest
Service. This amount is also needed to insure
available annual nesting habitat.

Options have been taken on several tracts. The
Region is ready to move!
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