DETROIT (AP) £ -A-coflition” - 2

of conservation groups is recom-:
mendmg the federal government
acquire:land in several national
parks, including_four ,of Michi-
gan’s national. forests.

Kirtland's Warbler National
Wildlife Refuge in - Roscommon
Gounty .is;among the four. Michi-
gan areas on the coalition Tist, as
is- the Huron National Forest,
which  stretches . across  several
area counties.

The Wildérness Society re-
leased a report Saturday wurging
Congress to spend $634 million
to acquire land plus another
$158.5 million in matching funds
for states to spend on recreation
projects. ;

Money. for the project would
come «from- the Land.and Water
Conservation: .Fund, which gets
more than 80 percent of its reve-
nue from offshore oil drilling roy-
alties;; The fund was established
in 1964 to take money from envi-
ronmentally threatening’ activities
and spend it-on'environmental
preseryation. ;

President Clinton in his recent
federal ‘-budget-« proposed - $234

million ~in .appropriations - from
the fund.. .

- ‘About '$900 rmﬁion goes into
the fund each year, but appropri-
ations have averaged about $253
million since 1981, The Wilder-
ness Society-said. .
..G. Jon Roush, president of the
society, said Clinton’s proposed
spending  is at odds with his
campaign promises.

"Time is running out for Amer-
ica’s last undeveloped lands,"
Roush:said. “Everyyear there are
more people, more development
schemes, more dollars chasing

s Warbler
Ai mnal Wildlife
Refuge in
Roscamman ,
Caunty l§ ong
the four iiilm{c'}ngan
areas on the
coalition. hst, as is
the Huron National
Forest. |

these special places. If we put off
these purchasés, we're going to
lose a lot of these areas.”

The coalition has proposed the
following ini Michigan:

® Spending '$200,000 ‘to ' pur-
chase 267 acres at Kirtland's
Warbler National Wildlife® Refuge

B Ac uiring 000 acres in the
Ottawaq Hiaw%gi ha and Huron-
Manistee national forests and the
Grand Island Natlonal Recreation
Area for $3 million,

lSpendmg '$3.9 million to ac-
quire 11,855 acres in the Pictured
Rocks National.Lakeshore. along
Lake Superior.

The ‘exact locations of the acre-
age in’ ‘Kirtland ‘Refuge and the
Huron National Forest were not
available Saturday

“Subdivision ‘and development
is also-a concern at a number of
spots in Michigan's national for-
ests,” 'said Don" Hellmdiin, vice
president of conservation for The
Wilderness Society.

“Congress should not miss this
charice to acquire the acreage
now available and thus. stave off
developers,” he said.
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TRAVEL WiSE

First warbler

This year marks the debut of the
Kirtland’s Warbler Festival in Mio, the
same northern Lower Peninsula town
that gives you the annual Iris Festival.

The Kirtland's warbler, one of the
rarest songbirds in America, nests in the
jack pine plains of the area, where the .
fe build nests on the ground
beneath relatively young jack pines,
those 5 to 20 years old. The birds remain
through summer before wintering in the
Bahamas. Nice schedule, eh?

Since about two-thirds of Oscoda
County is state or federal forest land, it
would seem that Kirtland's warblers
should be flourishing in the region, but
they are not. The problem is the lack of

. DEW trees.

The U.S. Forest Service, state
Department of Natural Resources and
the U.S. Mdel;fdlg:SeMcem
managing a section pine
plains, and replanting trees inan
effort to de a breeding habitat for
what officials hope will someday be the
summer home for 1,000 breeding pairs
of Kirtiand's warblers. .

Free guided tours by the Forest
Service and the Fish and Wildfire
Service are conducted between May 15
and July 4 in Mio and Grayling. -

The new festival will include the
guided tours, as well as a clean-up of a
stretch of Au Sable River bank, a kid’s -
fishing derby, a free ice cream social, - -
arts and show, cycling and .
running events and nature walks.

The Kirtland’s Warbler Festival runs
June 10-19. For more information on
either, write the Oscoda County
Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 670,
Mio, Mich. 48647, or call (800) 800-6133.

.
MICHIGAN PARADE: The fifth annual
Michigan Parades into the 21st Century
is Saturday in downtown Lansing. This'
year’s parade has a special focus on the
years 1940 to 1949. The parade starts at -
11:30 a.m. at Michigan and Pennsylvania
and travels west to the State Capitol. All
83 counties are represented in
the .At 11 am., World War [l and
other vintage aircraft will fly overhead.

°

RIVER CLEAN-UP: The third annual
Pine River clean-up is May 14-20 in
Cadillac. The Pine River Canoe Livery
Association is supplying canoes,
equipment, litter bags, transportation
and refuse disposal to individuals or
groups picking up litter along the river
or its corridor. Call (616) 862-3471, for
details or to volunteer.

)
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Lansing State Journal

B Welnesday, May 25, 1994

By NORRIS INGELLS
Lansing State Journal

On Memorial Day weekend,
Peter Kaestner is going up north
to see a bird he has never seen
before — Michigan's rare Kirt-
land’s warbler.

That's news? Yes!

Because Kaestner, a U.S, State
Department international af-
fairs and trade adviser, current-
ly working with the Michigan De-
partment of Commerce, has
more than earned the title “su-
perbirder.”

He is to birdwatching what Itz-
hak Periman is to the violin, or
Reba McEntire to country music.
Only three other people In the
world have a longer life list of

- bird sightings.

There are about 9,000 species

""of birds on Earth, and Kaestner .

has seen 6,988 of them. Most
birders consider 600 to 700 sight-

- ings ‘a significant accomplish-

ment. Ted Black of Okemos, &
retired state wildlife biologist
considered the dean of mid-
Michigan birders, is just ap
proaching 2,000.

And consider this:
' B Kaestner is in the Guiness
Book of Records. It says he's “the
first person to have ever seen at
least one species of each of the
world's 159 bird families.™ =«

B A newspaper in Malaysia.
called him “The Indiana Junes ot
Birdwatching.” N

& Sports llluslrelcd magazme;
said he was “A Birder Almmg To
Fly To The Top.”

B He discovered a new species
of bird in Colombia, and it now

bears -his name — Grallana' i

kaestneri.
. B Hehas blrdwatched in near-
ly 60 different countries,
“Kirtland's warbler is going to
be my No. 6,989, said Kaestner.
He counted No. 6,988 in Michi-
gan too. Earlier this month he
saw his first spruce grouse at
Whitefish Point in the Upper

Pacimmnla

“It was a tabulous expenence.
The bird performed absolutely
perfectly..The male was strutting
his stuff in the middle of an open
road. There was a group . of us
there and the bird act\mll\
charged us, sort of trying to scare
us off of his !errnor\‘ ‘Sdl(‘
Kaestner. ' .

Adding the spruce ;,rouse ‘to

his life list ‘was easy. Adding’

birds like the ibisbili was -any-
thing but easy.” -~
In 1981, wmle stalioned in

Wy "‘,f" i* ’,-.

M:w Dclm lndla he trd»eleu to
the southeast corner of the fa-

bled and beautiful Vale of Kash--

mir. He spent the night in a for-
estry hut at 8,000 feet, and the
next morning set:off over a
12,000-foot mountain .pass and .

down to the valley of the W'\rd(

wan River,
“The trip was spectacular.

with many exotic birds giving re->

lief from the strenuous walk.
Rosy pipits cavorted with red-

billed choughs, wmle' lammer-

—'rhlng
_ and black colors, accemed by its

~-.” . i Fi
¥ v Iy

rus PINF ;AN WS wral TR

geiers and- Himalayan grxﬂon

vultures soared overhead he

recalled. Sy
“Arrlving at dusk at the Ward

.wan River, after walking 10,000

vertical feet and 25 miles in 10
shours, I found myself at the exact
spot from which, over 30 years

earlier, an ibisbill photograph in
. the (book) ‘Birds'.of Kashmir

had been taken,” said Kaestner.
"I walked to the edge of the wa-
ter. There, immediately in front
of me, was an ibisbill feeding.

“The ibisbill looks Tike it
comes out of a Guccl catalog,”
said Kaestner.
with subdued gray; tan

coral-red bill. 2
The top birder in the world, as

of 1993, was a Missouri woman ~

named Phoebe Snetsinger, who
has spotted more than 7,500
species.., i N

Kaestner's wife, }\xmberlv
whom he calls “a’falr weather
birdwatcher” — goes on some of
his expeditions. And though she
hasn't seen nearly as many birds
as her famous husband, she has
spotted six species he has not —
a fact she takes particular de-
hgm in polnllng out.:

\. l'.' & :._

* Lansing State Journal/NDRRlS INGELLS

Su erbirder Peter Kaestner checks out the feathered friends near the Capitol. He has seen
6.988 different’ species. which makes- him the™fourth-best .birdwatcher in. the world.

“It's-a beautiful’

Kaestner expects Michigen's
Kirtland's warbler to be No.
6,983 on his life list.

“She’s very proud of those s\x
birds,” he said.
Like most serious pirdwatch-

ers, Kaestner is concerned about

environmental problems that
are causing some species o c'e-
cline. "Habitat destruction is one
of the biggest issues we all face,”
he said.

That doesn't mean birdwatch-
ing in North America may some-

day become an endangered

speclcs

“The real devastation (in
North America) occurred centu-
ries ago,” Kaestner said. Today
people are much less tolerant of
environmental destruction.
-~ “"What we're seeing now is a
shift in populations. Some birds

& -are becoming more common,
5%+ others less common,” he said.~

Kaestner has been birding
since he was 5 years old, infiu
enced by an older brother. He
studied ornithology at Corneil
University, known worldwide for
its bird research programs A
stint with the Peace Corps in
Zaire gave him a "hancg to see
many African species — “except

the whale-headed stork, which |
missed six times in four
_._countries.”

thﬂ s the '-ppeal of birding?
‘I enjoy traveling, seeing new
places and new birds. There's a
real aesthetic side to birds, Some
of them are absolutely beautiful.

* There's a competitive side I en-

joy a lot too. And I have a scien-
tific interest in birds,” said

« Kaestner, who has written arti-

cles for many birding journals:
*.“I also feel a spiritual bond
I've always felt a real closeness
10 God when I'm outdoors. Very
often I'll say a prayer or lhdnk
the bxrds l'or being merc he
sald

“Being out there in God's won-
der and beauty is & way of put-

*ting perspective in our lives." |

EpT——

e



BIRDING BRIEFS

. , > rce for Michigan’s Oscoda County is hosting

irtland’s Warbler The Chamber of Commerce g g
R . its first annual Kirtland’s Warbler Festival from June 10-19, 1994, The
Festival festival will celebrate the beauty of the Kirtland’s Warbler and its jack

pine forest habitat. Events for all ages are scheduled, including guided
tours of the jack pine forest to observe the endangered Kirtland’s
Warbler. The tcstl\ alalso will inaugurate the fortv- moht mile Jack Pine
Wildlife Viewing Tour developed by the '\/hghlg,an Department of
Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest Service. The self- -guided tour
takes visitors through a variety of habitats with a diversity of wildlife
viewing opportunities. For more information, call or write the Chamber
of Commerce for Oscoda County, Mio, Michigan 48647 (800-800-6133)
or Virgie Purchase, festival coordinator, (517-826-5390).

American Kestrels tvpically nest in tree cavities but will also use
artificial nest boxes. In the farmlands of lowa where nest cavities are
relatively scarce, rescarchers discovered a novel wav to remedyv the
problem. They used the backs of highway signs along Interstate
35 as supports for kestrel nest boxes. Durmg a five-vear period from
1988 to 1992, the average vearly occupancy rate of the fifty monitored
nest boxes was 45 percent, a number that compares raxnmbl\ with
rates in other North American locations. The number of nests
producing voung was also encouraging with a vearly average of 69
percent. European Starlings were quick to take up residence in boxes
unused by kestrels, and there was evidence of kestrels actually evicting
starlings from boxes. The highwav signs provided strong supports for
the boxes, and the signs’ hcwht d]smum;,cd predators.

—The Wilson Bulletin, Vol. 105, No.3.

Interstate Kestrels

Banded Piping Plovers Dgring the_s'ummer of 1?‘?3, Piping Plovers were bandu.d in T\/I.iclwigalw
with aluminum USFWS bands and a combination of plastic color
bands. All the birds banded in Michigan received an orange plastic
band on their right leg in addition to one other band. The banding
information is being used to study wintering areas and mlg_,ratl(m
routes. Please report sightings and color mmbmatmm to Francesca J.
Cuthbert or Laura Wemmer, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife,
200 Hodson Hall, 1980 Folwell Ave, St. Paul, MN 35108 (612-624-1756).

A Bird by Any Other The thirtv-ninth supplement to the American Ornithologists” Union
checklist of North American birds contains several name changes of
Name interest to birders. The Green-backed Heron is now once again called

simply the Green Heron, and the Black-shouldered Kite becomes the
White-tailed Kite. The Lesser Golden-Plover has been split into two
species, the Pacific Golden-Plover and the American Golden-Plover.

From the Rosy Finch, birders gain three new species, the Grav-crowned
Rosv-Finch, the Black Rosv-Finch, and the Brown- capped Rosv-Finch.
Four species added to the North American list due to their confirmed
appearance on the continent are the Yellow-legged Gull (recorded in
Canada and near Washington, D.C.), the White-chinned Petrel (Texas),
the Himalayan Snowcock (Nevada’s Ruby Mountains), and the
European Turtle-Dove (Florida).

10 Border's World June 1994
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No place like home: Half-ounce birc
unites traditional foes in fight for habitat

. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ce1CF

Mio - It's enough to make a
spotted owl green with envy: The
timber industry, environmental-
ists and government regulators
are working together to try to
Save an endangered bird called
the Kirtland's warbler.

The same groups that have
been at each other’s throats over
the spotted owl’s habitat have
united to try to save the half-
ounce, yellow-breasted warbler,
also threatened by a shrinking
habitat.

The endangered owl dwells in
the Pacific Northwest's old-
growth forests, where a 3-year-
old logging ban cost thousands of
jobs. A federal judge lifted the
ban Tuesday.

By contrast, the warbler lives
near young trees, nesting in the
thick underbrush beneath stands
of jack pines just 5 to 15 years
old.

“They’'re picky,” biolo-
git David Case saig.

The pines start dying when
they reach 16 to 20 feet, but by
that time, they have choked the
undergrowth. )

Historically, wildfires pre-
served warbler habitat by de-

stroying older trees. Heat from
the fire bursts the pine cones and
scatters their seeds, giving birth
to a new generation of trees.

But as more people moved
into the area, they fought the
fires, disrupting the cycle and
shrinking the bird’s habitat.

As of last year, fewer than
1,000 of the warblers were known
to exist — all within an eight-
county area of Michigan’s Lower
Peninsula.

Now, state and federal agen-
cies use controlled burns and
clear-cutting to restore the habi-
tat. Private logging companies
cut the timber.

“The reason the Endangered
Species Act is working in Michi-
gan is one simple word: partner-
ships,” said Charles Wooley, the
warbler’s project leader for the
U.S_Fish and Wildlife Service.

“It is nice not to have the
kinds of problems they've got in
the Pacific Northwest,” said Pay]
Call, raw materials manager for
Weyerhauser Co.’s mil] in nearby
Grayling, which buys some of the
pines harvested to bolster war-.
bler habitat. -

Biologist Rex Ennis of the U.s.
Forest Service was among sever-
al dozen biolog;sm and volun-

teers who fanned out Friday for
the last day of the annual Kin-
land’s census.

-Cupping an ear, he strained to
hear the warbler’s melodious
chirp. Hearing one, he noted its
approximate location on a map,
then resumed his trek.

Annual Kirtland’s counts be-
gan in 1971, when a 10-year cen-
sus showed a sh drop in their
numbers. In 1974, only 167 males
Wwere counted.

The 1993 census found 485
males, up 22 percent from the
previous year. It will take several
days to tally this year’s figures,

Meanwhile, the first Kirtland’s
Warbler Festival, sponsored by
the local Chamber of Commerce,
began Saturday and runs through
June 19. .

The festival illustrates area
residents’ evolution from hostility
to enthusiasm about the preser-
vation effort, festival chairwoman
Vergie Purchase said.

“The more we understood this
little bird and the economic im-
pact it could have, we decided
we'd better celebrate,” said Pur.
chase, owner of the nearby Song-
bird Motel. “It's 5 great way to

_promote tourism.”

17
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To»
BeVIER

There’s a county
that’s really for the
birds, and that’s just
fine with these folks

he chairman of the
first annual Kirtland’s
Warbler Festival in
Mio, which started
this weekend and runs through
next Sunday, had a confession.

“I’'msorry to have to admit
this,” said Virgie Purchase, “but
Thave never seen the bird. Have
you?”

I'said that I had, that very
morning, as a matter of fact.

“Really? Teena, he’s seen a
Kirtland’s warbler.”

Her friend, Teena Bruner, a
lifetime resident of the area and
an Oscoda County commission-
er, had stopped by the office of
the Pine Acres Campground —
which, along with the Songbird
Motel, constitutes the Purchase
family enterprises — to sayshe’d
beglad to be in the parade.

Teenalooked at me askance,
much as fishermen do when I tell
them I caught a muskie my first
time out. Pointedly, she said she
has neverseen one and that nei-
ther have quite a few others of
the 7,000 people in Oscoda
County.

Her skepticism made me
proud, and so at the risk of bor-
ing them (and my readers) I told
them the storv.

Ibegan by telling them I got
upat5a.m. (rural people respect
early risers) so I could be in Mio
at7:30 a.m., the time during the
festival when the U.S. Forest
Service begins tours through the
central Lower Peninsula jack
pine, the only nesting place for
the 1,000 or so of the birds left in
the world.

Iwas surprised to find a dozen
orso birders were already there,
tweeting to get started. “In due
time,” said Sandy Sokolak, an
interpretive service specialist
with the Huron National Forest,
“but first there will be a 10-min-
ute film.” . .

The film informed us the bird
was near extinction in the early
1970s because of loss of nesting
habitat, a problem that has been
remedied through better forest
management, that it winters in
the Bahamas, and that it mi-
grates 1,400 miles to Michigan
every spring.

“The male hasa yellow neck
and belly,”said the film’s narra-
tor. “The female is duller. The
male’s song is jubilant and fre-
quent. The female doesn’t sing.”

“I've been listening to tapes of
its song,” said Edward Borowik,
an aircraft mechanic. “Jubilant
is the right word.”

Had I listened to tapes of Bo-
rowik’svoice before meeting
him, I would have guessed (cor-
rectly) that he is from Bayonne,
N.J. Although most of the bird-
ers were from Michigan, Florida,
Canada and New York also were
represented.

Out in the jack pine, Sokolak
advised us to be quiet and listen.
The woods were filled with jubi-
lation. Birders scanned the pines
with binoculars and telescopes.

“There, there,” someone
shouted, pointing. Several hun-
dred feet away, perchedona
dead branch wasabird, singing.
Itcould have beena Kirtland's,
but ...Sokolak led us to anoth-
ersite. '

And this time there could be
nodoubt. The bird landed ona
branch 25 feet from where we
stood, with a caterpillar in its
mouth, noless,

Virgie and Teena did not
seem particularly impressed.

“Well I'll say this,” said Vir-
gie. “The bird is good for our
economy. We get birders from all
over. But we have a lot of other
things in Oscoda County besides
the birds.”

And with that, she told me
what the county doesn’t have:
fast food restaurants (unless you
count the A&W in Mio); munici-
palities (only townships); and
stop-and-go lights.

“This county is for the birds,”
I'thought, saying goodbye and
wishing them the best for the
festival,

8 Thomas BeVier's mailing ad-
dress is Post Office Box 5145,
Traverse City, Mich.,
49685-5145.
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Kirtland's warblers live in new-growth forests, a choice that heips ensure their survival.

Rivals bury hatchet to save bird

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIQ, Mich. — It's enough to make a spotted owl
. green with envy: The timber industry, environmen-
talists and government regulators are working to-
gether to try to save an endangered bird called the
Kirtland's warbler.

The same groups that have been at each other’s
throats over the habitat of the spotted owl have unit-
ed to try to save the half-ounce, yellow-breasted war-
bler, also threatened by a shrinking habitat.

The endangered owl dwells in the Pacific Northwest's
ald-growth forests, where a 2-year-old logging han cost
thousands of jobs. A judge lifted the ban last week.

By contrast, the wearbler lives near young trees,
nesting in the thick underbrush beneath
jack pines just five to 13 years old.

Histoncally, wildfires preserved warbler habitat by

stands of

1

destroying older trees. Heat from the fire bursts the
pine cones and scatters their seeds, giving birth to a
new generation of trees.

But as more people moved into the area, they
fought the fires, disrupting the cycle,

As of last year, fewer than 1,000 of the warblers
were known to exist.

Now, state and federal agencies use controlled
burns and clear-cuiting to restore the habitat. Pavate
logging companies cut the timber.

“The reason the Endangered Species Act is work-
ing in Michigan is one simple word — partnerships,”
said Charles Wooley, Kirtland’s project leader for the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sarvice.

“It is nice not to have the kinds of preblems
they've got in the Pacific Northwest,” said Paul Call,
raw materials manager for Weyerhauser Co.’s muill in
Grayling, which buys some of the pines harvested to
bolster warbler habizat.

£

2]
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the July 4 weekend. /

As of June 29, iht guest book
registered 945 tfur takers. In
1993, 556 bird watchers looked
for the Kinland's warbler.

The weeks of the tour coincide
with the bird's busiest time,
while male birds are singing 1o
establish summer territories.

The Kinland's warbler popula-
tion census is done in the middle
of that ime. from June 6-15

Employees of the U.S. Forest
Service, Department of Natural
Resources, U.S. Fisheres and
Wildlife Service, colleges and
universities and bird lovers, com-
bed the Kintland's warbler's jack
pine forest habitat in search of
singing male birds

The census is done in Oscoda,
Roscommon, Crawford and
Ogemaw counties, the birds'
man nesting ground. Teams also
check for Kinland's warblers in
possible habitat areas in Wiscon-
sin and the Upper Peninsula

The count came up with 637
male birds, each which have a fe-
male counterpart, for over 1,200
birds

Last year's census  recorded

18 an ali-time record
year,” said Phil Huber, Forest
Service wildlife biologist and
Kirtland’s warbler program coor-
dinator. "And the good news s
most of the population increases
were in the plantations, where
there has been  cutting  and
replanting, which is excellent

“That is saying what we are
doing with management princi-
pals is decent - the birds like it."
Since the carly 1980s, the
Forest Service and DNR have
been  contracting  loggers  and
having timber sales 10 remove
jack pinc trees too tall for the
Kinland's warbler 1o use for

' nesting, and then replanting the

area with jack pine seedlings.

The man-made habitat replaces
what was once done naturally by
wildfires.

The Mack Lake management
unit, which was made by a wild-
fire, still leads the four-county
area with the most birds, about
300, an increase from last year
But the number docs show a
decrease in the birds' use of the
arca

\
»

gt

Once the census hike is complete, the teams huddle to
compare notes and pinpoint bird locations.

Less o SO percent ot the
Kirtland blers  found in
RS2 Last year, about

64 pereent of the birds were
counted i Mack Lake

“That arca is still the biggest,
but it 15 getting older,” said
Huber. “The habitat is becoming
marginal and the Kirtland's war-
bler population will stan to
decline in the next few years

“Because they like the man-
made plantation habitat, they
won't need 1o stay in marginal
arcas as long.”

To count the birds, two or three
team  members  walk  straight
lines about a quarnter mile apan
and paraliel to other teams
through the habitat, stopping
every 300 fect to listen for the
Kirtland's warbler song

Il a bird is heard, its direction
from the designated trail tine is
marked for later companson o
other tcams’ results

When the teams’ maps are
compared and results triangu-
lated, the intersecting lines con-
firm and pinpoint the presence of
a bird,

The Kinland's warbler song
can be heard from about a
quarter mile away.

A census in 1961 had the most
birds counted up until the 1994
count, at 502 nesting pairs or
1.004 in the world.

The recovery team’s original
goal was o have 750 nesting
pairs by the year 2000

Because the bird population
seems 1o be doing so well, that
number has been increased to
£00.

Next year will be a telling year
for the Kirtland's warbler’s in-
creased numbers. The flock
nigrates to the Bahamas for the
winter and some birds are always
expected not to make the trip
there and back.
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LEAR-C
¢ said this 300 acre clear-cut

oad in western Oscoda Township is being clear-cut
order to encourage the growth of jack pine --

‘eded as nesting habitat for

]
OREST CLOSED -- About 80
cres of the Huron National For-
st, along Bissonette Road, has
een closed for Kirtland's warbler
rotection after a number of the
ndangered birds were sighted
aere. -- NHP PHOTO

‘our-pound bass
vins MBAA tourney
m Wixom Lake

OSCODA — A single bass weighing
92 pounds helped Craig Delaney of
aginaw win more than $250 in cash
nd prizes n Sunday'’s Miliury Bass An-
lers Assodiation (MBAA) tournament

It gave him three fish weighing a to-
i of 9.29 pounds for $137 fust-prize
wney and tophy, $70 cash and $50
sorth of Yamalube motor ofl.

Both second and third place finishers
ame in with four fish apicce, but with
gher totals

Randy Bames of Mikado was second
vith 8.89 pounds, good for $75 in cash
nd prizes
lynn Davis of Oscida was third with
145 pounds, winning $50 in cash and
iz

Fourth place, worth a $15 prize, was
aken by Dallas Vance of Whittemore
with two fish weighing 4.69 pounds

All of the fish came out of, and went
ack into, Wixom Lake

The 15 entrants caught a total of 21
sh weighing 45.87 pounds, or an aver-
ige of 2.18 pounds.

Next MBAA tournament is July 24
on Sage lake, with registation from
130-530am

it 18 not necessary 10 be connected
with the military to belong 10 the
MBAA, for Much annual dues are $20

Also, it is not necessary © own a boat
to participate in tournaments, which are
open to members-only for $25 entry fee.
Nowhonn w\ll b: ;hmi with boaters

FOR BIRDS -- The U.S. Forest Serv-

along Bissonette happy about the

regeneration to t

the endangered

klﬂllnds warbler. wmt arca residents are wot

cutting of the forest or the planned
he fire volatile pine. They also ques-

tion the proximity of the logging activity to a war-
bier closure ares.

- NHP PHOTO

Forest closure for bird
protection nets criticism

OSCODA — Recent closure of land
m western Oscoda Township and the
clear-cutting of adjacent US. Forest
Service (USFS) property has drawn the
tre of some area residents and visitors

According 1o US Forest Service
TawasHarmsville District Ranger Char-
les Andrina, both the cutting and the clo-
sure are part of the agency’s efforts ©
protect  the  endangered  Kirtland's
warbler

Approximately 80 acres along Bis
sonette Road, just west and east of
McArdie, has been posted as closed The
area involves about a half mile of front-
age on cither side of the road.

This action was taken afier survey
found a number of the warblers in the
jack pine stands of the arca, ‘kmrdmg, to
Andrina. The ranger said, as a practice
only warbler-occupied areas of the forest

are closed 10 pubtic use
No additional closures are anticipated
this year, Andrina noted, but next year

the zone could be extended further along
the south side of Bissonetie, due o a
warbler sighting,

The land is closed to any entry be-
tween May 1 and Aug. 15 This inclades
pedestrian use

The mensures were tken within the
portion of the Huron Nabonal Forest
known as the Pine River Opportunuy
Area — a 27851 acre manageme
of which 13,800 acres we desiyg
long  range plans  for
management

Kirtland's warblers seck young stands
of jack pine and annually migrate
nodhern lower Michigan to find such
habitat The rest of the vear they live in
the Canbbean

This preferred habitat 15 the reasen
for the loggng being done abvout 1000
feet west of the closure zone, Andnia
said.

warblcr

Known as the Chambers West sale
the forest service awarded the logging
contact 1o Payless Ag Products of [sike
Gity. It calls for the clear-cutting of 311
acres specifically for warbler manage-
ment, plus 41 acres for red pine and a 17
acre site where jack pine is being cut out

Such forest management practices
concem many local resdents, both be-

cause of the acxthenics, also the forest fire
daneer inherent with jack pine growths

Ardnma acknowledged both com-
plaints, noting the Chambers West sile is
not a clear<ut i the full sease of the
term, with a few mature trees left stand-
ing. This reduces the visual impact of the
cut. As for the fire danger, tfie forest
service has attempled o create quarter
mile hardwood buffer zones around the
management area

Nearby resident Ron Sims enjoys

walking in the forest and, finds the clo-
sure n:gmhm “If by my walking 1n the
forest disturbe the bird, what is all that
logging equipment doing?”

1 have older meighbors who need
firewood but aren’ allowed to g0 into the
forest and get it Bot they scll 1o big
companies who ar up the woods with
heavy equupment ”

Sims aileges the management prac
tices bave more 10 do with the money
the frest service gets from logging con-
tracts, than fOr resource management

“The Forest Servce doesm fsien w
the peopie 1 the local area Nor do they
care about the people in the local area”
Sims clams

Sims and others point out that the
warblers do not seem o be as fearful of
husrmans us the resource agences believe
When the warblers setie in the area
they &ay, it 1s dunng tunes when the for
eslis ?‘"(\ W uw
"Miny poople pick biueberies in that

wa. T sure they arc
the birds.” he added
forest service would be more concemed
about the naturdl predators runmng
around ~ the coyotes, skunks, wildcats
and raccoons 105 just not fogicad

An effort was made w discuss the
Kirtland's warbler hahits s needs wath
the forest service biclogast in charge of
the warbler management He conld not
be reached

Andrina noted that, as part of the Pine
River Opporunity Area plan develop-
ment, the public was notified of the war-
bler management plans. Additionally, all
area units of government were sent o
ees of the Chambers West logging sale
for input No comment was recerved

Base your decision on integrity.

T

HOMAS B.

“Paving §,

Fred Fernsemer - (517) 724-5340
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Dr. Timothy Burg and
the staff of the Tawas

&mdglps oitalare..
pleased to announce
the re-opening of our

Oscoda office and
the addition of Dr.
Rhoda Clark to our
staff.

suspended.

nmmcﬁ Ho:pltol
1627 M-55, Tawas City

. BELILL
Erosion Control

Steel Seawalls

Commercial - Residential

All Work Guaranteed

The Ultimate in Lakefront
Seawalls

AFFORDABLY PRICED DR mnd Lo
FREE ESTIMATES AND DESIGN

739-4369

The Oscoda Veterinnrq Clinic
will re-open July 27

for outpatient services please call
739-8278 or 362-4601 for an appointment

We would like to thank our clients for their
understanding and cooperation during the brief
time our services to the Oscoda area were

\h Take Care
Al Permits

Oscoda
Veterinary Clinic
7415 N. ¥-41, Oscoda

HUCK

FOR PROBATE JUDGE
The right choice.

_ NonPartsan Candidate for Tosco County Probate Judge
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Forest timber revenue up

The Timber Sale Program In-
formation Reporting System, or
TSPIRS, is the measure used by
the U.S. Forest Service to look at
the costs and benefits of the
agency's timber sale program.

Fiscal year 1993 figures were
released July S and look similar
to last ycar for the Huron-
Manistce National Forests.

Total cxpenses increased by
$37,000 while revenues also in-
creased by $55,000. The cx-
penses for the year were $2.7
million and the revenues were
$2.4 million. The harvest volume
was about 80 million board feet
each year.

The state of Michigan is
entitled to 25 percent of the gross
revenues.  For  FY 1994,
$595,452 was retumed to the
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state by the Huron-Manistee Na-
tional Forests. '

The expectation for FY 1994,
which cnds Sept. 30, is extreme-
ly bright. The trend for this ycai
is that revenues arc considerably
higher than in the previous twc
years. In fact, as of April, the
revenues from timber sales arc
almost $1.7 million.

Timber stumpage values have
increased significantly over the
past year on the Huron-Maniste
National Forests. The significan
reductions in harvest in the Pa
cific Northwest and Southwes
have affected prices nationwide
At the same time, the timber o1
the Huron-Manistce is increasing
in quality and value as it grow:

rger.
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about the endangered Kirtland's
warbler songbird and hike
through a habitat management
area to view the bird.

Visitor attendance for this year
was an 80 percent increase from
1993’s 556 record.

"The increase is due to the ad-

vertising the community did for
the Kirtland’s warbler and the
festival it sponsored,” said a
Forest Scrvice spokesman.

Bird watchers came to Oscoda
County from 20 states and
several countrics.

). (¥

Pl S

RS/

un

i
f

;



NOTEBOOK

8E THE DETROIT NEWS SUNDAY, AUGUST 28,

1994

Kirtland’s warblers on rebound

-

Endangered bird’s numbers are at 633 males, up 30 percent

from 1993 count and the highest in the 33 years of census.

By Dave Richey
The Detroit News

LANSING — The 1994 Kirt-
land’s warbler census indicates that
Michigan’s current population of
the endangered bird is the largest
recorded since the annual census
began 33 years ago. The count
conducted in June indicated 633
singing male birds throughout the
state, and it is assumed that for
every male, a female warbler is
nearby.

This year’s count is a 30-percent
increase from the 1993 count of 485
males, and it surpasses the previous
record of 502 singing males in 1961.
The numbers, DNR endangered
species coordinator Tom Weise
said, have increased yearly since the
record low of 167 in 1987.

“This is great news, and it shows

that the Endangered Species Act
can and does work,” DNR Director
Roland Harmes said. “It is a testa-

ment to scientific wildlife manage-

ment and the cooperation among
the DNR biologists, U.S. Forest
Service and the U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service in restoring the war-
blers’ needed habitat.”

Weise said that 52 percent of the

warblers counted this year were
found in Oscoda, Ogemaw and
Crawford counties.

“The number of singing males
found in nine northern Lower Pen-
insula counties were Alcona (23),
Clare (two), Crawford (46), Iosco
(16), Kalkaska (three), Ogemaw
(153), Oscoda (381), Otsego (two)
and Roscommon (five),” Weise
said. “One singing male warbler was
reported in Baraga County and one
in Schoolcraft County.”

He said Upper Peninsula sight-
ings are rare. One warbler was

found in Marquette County in 1981
and '82, and one was seen in
Schoolcraft County last year.

The Kirtland's warbler — a
small, blue-gray and yellow, spar-
row-size bird — nests only in jack
pine stands in northeast lower
Michigan. A ground nester, it se-
lects stands of trees between five
and 20 feet high with branches that
extend to the ground.

“Historically, these young jack
pine stands were maintained by
naturally occurring wildlifes that
frequently burned through north-
ern Michigan,” Weise said. “Fire-
suppression programs altered this
natural process, and :that reduced
the Kirtland’s warbler habitat.”

He said that wildlife biologists
from state and federal agencies now
conduct a combination of clear-cut-
ting, burning and replanting to
mimic the effects of wild fires. This
year, under the warbler manage-
ment program, nearly 4 million
trees were planted on 3,380 acres of
state and federal land to provide
additional habitat for warblers in
the next six to 10 years.

These techniques appear to be
successful. DNR wildlife biologist
Jerry Weinrich of the Houghton
Lake Wildlife Research Station
said that this year, the plantations
showed a dramatic increase in the
number of Kirtland's warblers us-
ing them. Fifty percent of the
warblers counted in this year's
census (314 males) were found in
areas planted for the warblers’ nest-
ing habitat.

The Kirtland’s warbler survey is
conducted over a 10-day period
each year in early June. The 1994
survey was a joint effort of the
DNR, U.S. Forest Service, U.S.

Fish & Wildlife Service, Michigan
Department of Military Affairs and
citizen volunteers. :

Classes

A number of hunter-education
courses will take place over the next
six weeks. Wayne County Sports-
man’s Club, 18102 S. Inkster, Rom-
ulus will have clinics Sept. 24-25,
Oct. 8-9 and 22-23, and Nov. 5-6.
Preregistration is mandatory, and
the cost of the course is $6.

Bill Miller, spokesman for the
club, said the training is open to
anyone who will be 12 years old on
or before March 31, 1995. It is
available as well to adults who wish -
to enroll. Certain states or Canadi-
an provinces such as Colorado,
Wyoming and Ontario require safe-
ty training before a license can be
issued.

Registration forms are available
at the club or by calling Miller at
(313) 532-0285. Leave your name,
address, city, state, zip code and .
phone number, so a registration
form can be sent. All equipment will

be provided for training, and lunch- ; .

es will be available for a $2.50 fee. .
Another class will be Sept. 12, ."

14,16, 19 and 21 at Western Wayne
County Conservation Club, 6700 - ~

Napier, Plymouth Township. Bill -
Scherer, instructor coordinator
for the club’s hunter-education pro-
gram, said a fee of $4 will be charged
to cover ammunition and range
fees.

“The course is open to anyone 12 -
years or older,” Scherer said, “and
students must attend all classes to
earn enough credit to take the
examination.”

Anyone desiring information on
the Western Wayne County clinic -
should call (313) 453-9843. d




