Controlled, prescri :
plans./Michelle Zweede, USDA Forest Service.

iven the high percentage of migratory bird
species that are important to the United
States yet spend the majority of their lives
outside its borders, U.S. bird consen ation
efforts need to reach bevond these horders
as well. Driven by this awareness. we at The
Nature Conser ancy and the USDA Forest
Service’s Office of International Programs
recently formed a ney international part-
nership to help conserve the migratory birds
that winter in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Our goal i« two-fold: to conserve
species of high concern while abroad an
to protect the large Investments already
made in consery ing theiy ln'vw“n; arouns,
Our work outside (he United States empha-
sizes protecting hir species and theiy mosl

at-risk habitaqs. buildinge capahle conser-
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bed burning is part of the team's ecological fire management

vation partnerships,
and putting techni-
cal and financial
resources on the ground.

Species of high concern are identified on
the U.S. Endangered Species List, Canadas
Species At Risk List, and by the various
North American bird conservation plans.
Upon comparing these species’ migration
destinations in Latin America and the
Caribbean with the ecoregional priority areas
developed by The Nature Conservancy an
others, the mos important areas for migra-
tory bird conservation actions south of the
United States become clear.

To inunm“;lh'l) focus our efforts, we jijer-
tified hird groups and sites share
common threats and contain high numbers
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John Sidle, USDA Forest Ser, ice

USDA Forest Service

- Dave Mehlman

The Nature Conservancy
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onservancy and USDA Forest Service gather with
ordinate shortgrass prairie-bir conservation actions./

Q h

of birds of concern, Wha emerged from this
EXCrCise were restricted-range neotropical
migrants, shortgrass prairie birds. and
high-priority migration corridors. We then
devised three conservation strategies for the
next 3 vears,

One strategy 1s ecoregional pl;mning.
which identifies landscapes thay support the
dreatest fu-ml‘!\t‘!'\f{\ in an «’('u]n}_’h";:”\
defined area. In 2002, we heoan (J..\,xj',’,;
g ecoregional consenatj

Hl ‘I’.“;JH\ m .\’t‘\il‘n
and Central \mericea,

)
Recognizine that hire is a major and
natural determinan; of bird hal

bitats, the see-

on \!l}'llf'_:\ S r':w)i‘u:u-t[] f11

¢ managemeny,



In Mexico. we are working with
partners to form an ecological fire
management  plan in several
protected areas {0 help sustain vital
bird habitats.

Monitoring of bird populations
and their habitats is critical for
focusing priovities and gauging
accomplishments. and is. therefore,

an important third strategy. W ith our

Mexican partners. We are monitor-
irie birds on the

ing shortgrass pra
Janos Grasslands and establishing
a4 management plan tor the Saltillo

ted Area. [hese

cial wintering areas

Grasslands Prote
arasslands are ai=

ong-bilied curlew.

1 1 R
gInous hawk. and other

101 Sprague s 1y

burrowing owl. termu

prairie birds. Likewise.we are monitoring

Bicknells thrush with o partners in the

Dominican Hn-\m\w\\«' and elsewhere and the

sered Kirtlands warbler with our
he Bahamas. This winter. eight
sighted and six

endan
partners int
Kirtland’s warblers were
handed at a single site in the Bahamas.
exceeding all previous winter sightings and

handings combined.

FURTHERMQRF

The Kirtland's warbler that Ancellino Davis carefully
removes from the mist net is one of the six that
were banded in the Bahamas this winter./Joe
Wunderle, USDA Forest Service.

Millions of dollars have been spent in
the lbnih'(l States on consery ation and
recovery efforts for these and other bird
species in decline. yet without compre-
hensive information on their wintering
j_'rmm(la. we will not be able to recover
nor sustain the more than 350 species
that >pvn<l most of their lives outside the

United States.

For more information, contact Jack Capp.

USDA Forest Service, Office of International Programs,
1099 14th Street NW, Washington, DC 20043,

(202) 2734
or Dave Mehiman, The Nature Conservancy.
322 Tyler Road NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87107, (505) 344-1 732, dmehlman@tnc.org.

fed.us,

, jcapp@
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