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Y HAVE NEVER. BEEN FOUND
NESTING ANYWHERE ELSE BUT
MICHIGAN .

WARBLER POPULATIONS IS THE
COWBIRD WHo ARRANGES
IT SO HER YOUNG ARE
HATCHEBD AND RAISED INSTESD,
MICH. DEPT. OF CONS.
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Michigan I'.‘e,)a:rtmqlt n~f growth in the last 10 years.”
Natural Resources wildlife of- Byelich believes the main
ficials, aiarmed over the drep of thrast to help Kirtland s war-
nearly 60 perceni in the world's  blare should center of amore
population  of Kirtlund's war- lassive program of h:{?n!afj work
blers since 1951, are urging that o premote the regecsration of
all stops be “pulled out” to save young jackpine.

the popular little songhirds Cowbirds may have cut into

which nest exclusively in the Kirtland's  warklers numbers
east-central part of nor(lm:ce 1961. “We wiil work with
Lower Michigan. the Forest Service, Audubon
MDNR plans call for meeting society, and other inferested
saon with U.S. Vorest Service groups to explore these aud other
leaders and Michigan Audubon factors which may have hup the
Society revresentatives to map  birds so much.”
out a coordinated program of ac. The latest Kirtland's warbler
tion -which will, among other survey covered the birds’ nesting
things, rally stepped-up efforts to grounds in an area from Ogemaw
provide maximuin nesting cover County north to Presque Isle
for the birds in that part of the County and from Lake Huron
state, ‘ west to Kalkaska County. The
Spurring the MDNR’s concern birds’ population totaled 71,000 in
are results of a census conducted that part of the state when the
last Jure which shows that Kir- last census was run in 1961,
At that time, the birds were

tland’s warbler numbers have
dropped o only about 400 birds found yn 86 square-mile sections
of 10 countiés. Last June, they

since the fact such survey was
were lecated in oniv 27 sections

made 10 years ago in their sun.
mer hoineland of northern Lower  of these SIX counties: Crawford,

Michigan, : Tosco, Montmevrency, Gzemanw,
The dramatic decline came as  Oscoda, and Otsego.
particularty bad news to DNR The Kirtland's varbler,

sometimes called  the jackpine
waibler, migrates to the Bahama
Island= in “Septemiber and Oc-
tober {or the winter and returns
to Michigan's nocthern Lower
Peninsula in April and early May
for hesting. .

VWiie's Ciot

wilalife leaders and other In-
terested parties because they
have made a special effort ip
recent years to preserve and im.
prove the birds’ nesting niche in
this state.

In 1958, the MDNR, with
cooperation of the Michigan
Audubon Society, sot aside three
separatz tracts of state-owned

> F 3 Lr'e o a

jackpine lands in Crawford, The Bf’:a?
Qscoda, and Ogemaw conncies Yo many sportemen the men-
where management work has tion of a snipe hunt produces a

been kayed first and foremost for wary laok that says, “Don't try
o f Wirtland's ar. vy T EANE, Sy v

the benefit of Kirtland's war that old gag on me' They hark

blers. baclk
Along those same lines, the o

Al o . : . 10
Forest Service in 1933 dedicsted .

to ihe timeworn practical
vhat tvelve year alds nlay an

Baah fha S b e

VPN

=430
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ENDANGERED BIRD — The Kirtland’s
Warbler, a bird that nests only in
Michigan, is being helped to survive by

man. The bird’s greatest two thr
the declining stands of young jack pine and
i

ts are

He Has a Friend in Man

2

the cowhird, which leaves its eggs in the
warbler’s nest. The cowbird young can kill
the newborn warblers. (AP Wirephoto)

Kirtland’s Warbler Saved?

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — The tiny,
yellow-bellied Kijvd’s warbler — which in
ihe U.S. nests only in Michigan — has
found man is a friend in the bird’s battle
for survival against too many cowbirds
and not enough young jack pine.

The creature appears on the comeback
trail. :

But how much won't be known until later
this spring when the world's entire
population flies 1o northern Lower
Michigan after a winter's rest in the
Bahamas. They arrive usually beween
April 27 and May 9.

Only about 200 pairs of the Jirds were
counted last year in their nesting grounds
in Oscoda, Crawford and Ogemaw coun-
ties. A decade earlier. 500 pairs were
observed

The bird, which has a curious four-note
song and weighs 14 grams as an adult, had
roamed over a larger area of northern
Michigan in the past, but currently breeds
only in the three counties.

" It builds its nest on the ground under-
neath young jack pine, whose lower-limbs
hover near the ground.

However, due largely to good forest
management practices and lack of forest
fires, there have been fewer and fewer
large stands of young jack pine.

John Byelich, a Michigan Department of
Natural Resources’ expert on wildlife
habitats, said when jack pine mature, the
trees lose their lower limbs and the birds

no longer nest under them.

He said the state and the U.S. Forest
Service have launched a program over the
past decade to improve the habitat for the
warbler. It deals with removing some of
the old jack pine and replanting it with
young trees.

“Some of the areas where he habitat
has been improved ire now supporting
warblers,” he said.

About 240 acres of state land have been
‘mproved.

“The U.S. Forest Service already has
cut over and burned over several units of
warbler habitat and now are in the process
of regenerating a new jack pine stand,” he

said, explaining about 600 to 800 acres are

involved.

The other major problem facing the
Kirtland's warbler, which has a blue-black
back and feasts on insects, is the fact that
the larger cowbirds leave their eggs n
other birds’ nests to hatch.

Since the cowbird young grow larger and
faster than the newborn Kirtland's
warblers, they monopolize the food and
even kill their nestmates.

Byelich said more than 2,000 cowbirds
were caught in special traps in the
Kirtland’s Warbler breeding area last year
in a program undertaken by wildlife of-
ficials

He said the program appeared success-
ful, noting that only two cowbird eggs were

-found later in 32 Kirtland’s warbler nests

which were inspected.

Similar trapping programs will be un
dertaken this year. !

The Kirtland’s warbler, named in 1851
when one bird was found near Kirtland's
farm in Ohio near Lake Erie, remains ar
andangered species. But Byelich said, the
signs are hopeful for the first time in year
the bird will survive.
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Razing forests helps wildlife;
rankled neighbors don’t like it

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GRAYLING — Government offi-
cials say birds, deer and other wildlife
benefit when large stretches of forest
are periodically razed.

But in northern and central Low-
er Michigan, some residents are
questioning the policy of clearing
away the trees they want to live
among.

The state Department of Natural
Resources. and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture allow clearcutting —
razing all trees in an area at one time
— to let mature stands of aspen, jack
pine or black or pin oak reach adult
size.

Aspen and jack pine can't grow
properly in the shade of other trees.

In Crawford, Oscoda, Roscom-
mon and Ogemaw counties, 5- to
15-year-old jack pines shelter the
Kirtland warbler, an endangered bird
that nests only in Michigan. Wildlife
officials regularly clearcut on a
143,000-acre area across 10 Lower

Peninsula counties to help the war-
bler.

But William Stenglein of Lovells
says clearcutting has left his native
Crawford County “the raggiest part
of Michigan.

“In terms of natural environment,
it’s a ghetto,” he said. “It’s a slum.

“l got mad about three or four
years ago. I looked at all the tall
forests being cut out and all this jack
pine going in. I've seen a complete
attack on biodiversity.”

The clearcutting of state forests
has intensified the past 10 years
because many trees are maturing
about the same time, state officials
said. The trees started to regenerate
in the early 1900s after several large
fires and the end of extensive logging.

William Mittig is a DNR forest
manager who oversees 750,000 acres
of state-owned forest in Crawford,
Oscoda, Alcona, losco, Ogemaw,
Roscommon, Clare, Gladwin, Aren-
ac, Midland, Isabella and Bay coun-
ties. Each year, he said, the DNR
allows 9,000 acres in the state forest

to be clearcut.

The Kirtland’s warbler had ample
habitat before man settled northern
Lower Michigan because fires al-
lowed younger jack pines to grow,
said Philip Huber, a wildlife biologist
for the Agriculture Department’s
Forest Service.

Firefighters have become better at
controlling fires in recent decades,
Huber said. That requires more
clearcutting of large tracts of jack
pines to provide homes for the war-
blers, he said.

White-tail deer feed on jack pine
stands, and the trees assist the
growth of grass, another deer food.
Jack pine stands also provide habitat
for the upland sandpiper, bluebirds,
kestrels and snowshoe hares.

But Wayne Mack of Sterling said
clearcutting has ravaged too much
state forest, including the Au Sable
State Forest in Arenac County.

“What shcok me up real bad was
that the place I used to hunt ... lost
all its trees, all my hunting land had
been cut down,” said Mack, 75.

Saginaw urged to enforce curfew for minors

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAGINAW: — Albertina Hair-
ston Jones used to worry about her
kids grauating from high school.
Now she worries about them living
long enough to do it.

Jones, the founder of Mothers
Against Young Guns and Homicide,
is asking the Saginaw City Council to
enforce the city’s 10 p.m. curfew for
minors. Regardless of whether her
reuest is granted. Jones’ three chil-

A curfew allows Jones’ family to
spend more time together watching
television, listening to the radio or
playing games. She said it also keeps
her children from becoming homi-
cide statistics.

One of Jones’ children is already a
statistic. Her son, Demontae Hair-
ston, was 17 when he was killed in
January 1992 outside the Bridgeport
Roller Skating Rink. Rayshon D.
Moultrie. 19, is serving a 52-year
prison sentence for the murder.

Omarr Phillips, 14, are accustomed
to their curfew. It’s been in effect for
more than a year, and it’s not nego-
tiable.

Jones plans to ask the City Coun-
cil on Monday to enforce its curfew-
for residents under the age of 18.
Jones said it needs to be enforced
because of Saginaw’s gang problem,
which is one of the worst in Michi-
gan.

Two Saginaw teens were shot to
Aeath thic waeasl

In teen camamada
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Razing forests helps wildlife;
rankled neighbors don’t like it

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GRAYLING — Government offi-
cials say birds, deer and other wildlife
benefit when large stretches of forest
are periodically razed.

But in northern and central Low-
er Michigan, some residents are
questioning the policy of clearing
away the trees they want to live
among.

The state Department of Natural
Resources. and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture allow clearcutting —
razing all trees in an area at one time
— to let mature stands of aspen, jack
pine or black or pin oak reach adult
s1ze.

Aspen and jack pine can’t grow
properly in the shade of other trees.

In Crawford, Oscoda, Roscom-
mon and Ogemaw counties, 5- to
15-year-old jack pines shelter the
Kirtland warbler, an endangered bird
that nests only in Michigan. Wildlife
officials regularly clearcut on a
143,000-acre area across 10 Lower

Peninsula counties to help the war-
bler.

But William Stenglein of Lovells
says clearcutting has left his native
Crawford County “the raggiest part
of Michigan.

“In terms of natural environment,
it’s a ghetto,” he said. “It’s a slum.

“I got mad about three or four
years. ago. I looked at all the tall
forests being cut out and all this jack
pine going in. I've seen a complete
attack on biodiversity.”

The clearcutting of state forests
has intensified the past 10 years
because many trees are maturing
about the same time, state officials
said. The trees started to regenerate
in the early 1900s after several large
fires and the end of extensive logging.

William Mittig is a DNR forest
manager who oversees 750,000 acres
of state-owned forest in Crawford,
Oscoda, Alcona, Iosco, Ogemaw,
Roscommon, Clare, Gladwin, Aren-
ac, Midland, Isabella and Bay coun-
ties. Each year, he said, the DNR
allows 9,000 acres in the state forest

to be clearcut.

The Kirtland’s warbler had ample
habitat before man settled northern
Lower Michigan because fires al-

lowed younger jack pines to grow,.

said Philip Huber, a wildlife biologist
for the Agriculture Department’s
Forest Service.

Firefighters have become better at
controlling fires in recent decades,
Huber said. That requires more
clearcutting of large tracts of jack
pines to provide homes for the war-
blers, he said.

White-tail deer feed on jack pine
stands, and the trees assist the
growth of grass, another deer food.
Jack pine stands also provide habitat
for the upland sandpiper, bluebirds,
kestrels and snowshoe hares.

But Wayne Mack of Sterling said
clearcutting has ravaged too much
state forest, including the Au Sable
State Forest in Arenac County.

“What shook me up real bad was
that the place I used to hunt ... lost
all its trees, all my hunting land had

‘been cut down,” said Mack, 75.

Saginaw urged to enforce curfew for minors

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAGINAW: — Albertina Hair-
ston Jones used to worry about her
kids grattuating from high school.
Now she worries about them living
long enough to do it.

Jones, the founder of Mothers
Against Young Guns and Homicide,
is asking the Saginaw City Council to
enforce the city’s 10 p.m. curfew for
minors. Regardless of whether her
request is granted, Jones’ three chil-

A curfew allows Jones’ family to
spend more time together watching
television, listening to the radio or
playing games. She said it also keeps
her children from becoming homi-
cide statistics.

One of Jones’ children is already a
statistic. Her son, Demontae Hair-
ston, was 17 when he was killed in
January 1992 outside the Bridgeport
Roller Skating Rink. Rayshon D.
Moultrie, 19, is serving a 52-year
prison sentence for the murder.

Omarr Phillips, 14, are accustomed
to their curfew. It’s been in effect for
more than a year, and it’s not nego-
tiable.

Jones plans to ask the City Coun-
cil on Monday to enforce its curfew
for residents under the age of 18.
Jones said it needs to be enforced
because of Saginaw’s gang problem,
which is one of the worst in Michi-
gan.

Two Saginaw teens were ghot to
thic fexer
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‘AR-CUT FOR BIRDS -- The U.S. Forest Serv-
said this 300 acre clear-cut along Bissonette
lin western Oscoda Township is being clear-cut
rder to encourage the growth of Jjack pine --.
ed as nesting habitat for the endangered

ST CLOSED -- About 80
f the Huron National For-
ong Bissonette Road, has
osed for Kirtland's warbler
iion after a number’ of the
iered birds were sighted
- NHP PHOTO

Som three fish weighing al

29 pounds for $137 fire
md vl P

Kirtland's warbler. Some area residents are not |
happy about the cutting of the forest or the planned
regeneration to the fire volatile pine. They also ques- °

tion the proximity of the logging activity to a war-
bler closure area. - NHP PHOTO ' ;

Forest closure for bird

protection nets criticism

OSCODA -~ Recent closure of land
in western Oscoda Towmtlxjxps ang the
clear-cutting of adjacent U.S. Forest
Service (USFS) property has drawn the
ire of some area residents and visitors.

According to US. Forest Service
Tawas/Harrisville District Ranger Char-
les Andrina, both the cutting and the clo-
sure are part of the agency's efforts to
protect  the endangered Kirtland's
warbler. :

Approximately 80 acres along Bis-
sonette Road, just west and east of
McArdle, has been posted as closed. The
area involves about a half mile of front-
age on either side of the road.

This action was taken after survey
found a number of the warblers in the
jack pine stands of the area, according to
Andrina. The ranger said, as a practice,
only warbler-occupied areas of the forest
are closed to public use. ,

No additional closures are anticipated
this year, Andrina noted, but next year
the zone could be extended further along
mesouthsideofBisonette,duetoa
warbler sighting. :

The land is closed to any entry be-
tween May 1 and Aug. 15. This includes

use.

The measures were taken within the
m of the Huron National Forest

as the Pine River Opportunity
Area — a 27851 acre management zone
of which 13,800 acres are designated in
long range plans for warbler
management.

Kirtland's warblers séek young stands
of jack pine and annually migrate to
northern lower Michigan to find such
habitat. The rest of the year they live in
the Caribbean.

This preferred habitat is the reason
for the logging being done about 1,000
feet west of the closure zone, Andrina
said.

Knownasthealanmasztsale,

the forest service awarded the logging

contract to Payless Ag Products of Lake
Gity. It calls for the clear-cutting of 311
acres specifically for warbler manage-
ment, plus 41 acres for red pine and a 17
aaesitewhaejackpincisbdnganout

Such forest management practices

muof%mﬁmﬁcs,alsoﬂ:efmﬁtﬁfé .

dangainhermtwithjad(pine

Ardrina acknowledged both com-
plaints, noting the Chambers West sale is
not a clear-cut in the full sense of the
term, with a few mature trees left stand-

ing.'lhisreduosthcvimalimpactoﬁbc '

cut. As for the fire danger, e forest
service has attempted to create quarter
mile hardwood buffer zones around the
management area. » ) :

Nearby resident Ron Sims enjoys
walking in the forest and, finds the clo- -

sure ridiculous. "If by my walking in the
forest disturbs the bird, what is all that
logging equipment doing?"

‘I have older neighbors who need
firewood but aren't allowed to gointo the
forest and get it. But theyll sell to big
companies who. tear up the woods with

Sims alleges the management prac-
tices have more to do with the
the forest service gets from logging con-
tracts, ﬂmnformomcenunagmm ’

"The Forest Service doesnt listen to
thepeopleinthelomlamNordomey
mmabmnthepeople'inthelomlawa,"
Sims claims. :

warbletsdonotseemtobeasfwﬁxlof
hummthemxmagmdsbdieve.
When the warblers settle in the area,
they say, it is during times when the for-

est is open to use.
'Manypeoplepickliuebcrrisinthat
arw.!‘ms&m:ﬂwyarenottlmtohmm
ﬂ)ebirds,"lx:added"ltseenstomethe
formtservioewaddbenxxeooncaned
about the natural running
a:txmd—theooyots,shmks,wﬂdcms
and raccoons. ... If's just not logical."
Aneffon-wasmdetodsamthe

Kilﬂand'swarblahabilsamheetkwiﬂn ;
'ﬂ)efomstsaviceliologistindmgeof

the warbler management. He could not
be reached. v

_ Andrina noted that, as part of the Pine
River Opportunity Area plan develop-
umt,thep:bﬁcwxmﬁﬁedpftheww—
blermamgeumplamAddtiomﬂy,all
area units of government were sent no-
tices of the Chambers West logging sale
for input. NO comment wac rereirad
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DRAWDOWN CONT INURD:

The work was described by Dr.
Ralph 1. Blouch, in charge of the
Houghton Lake wildlife Experi-
ment Station; Buddy Jacob, Mio
tield office fish biologist and John
Byelich, Mio game biologist.

The flooding was created with
the Reedsburg Dam and resulted
in high usage by waterfowl. Fish-
ing also improved as did muskrat
trapping. The flooding the past
several years has also attracted na-
tional interest among bird watchers
and ornithologists for the large
population of marsh birds, nesting
eagles, osprey and herons.

While the work project is ex-
pected to curtail fishing this sea-

son as well as nesting of many
birds, Dr. Blouch stated that he
anlicipated greater bird activity as
low water permits more gpecies to
move in for food.

“I'he activity will be differenet
from past years, but very interest-
ing, [ believe” he said.

The drawdown is now in
progress and water is expect-
ed to go down 24 to 30 inches.
Houghion Lake is nrot expect-
ed to feel the results.

By April 1, some aragline work
is expected to start to cut chan-
nels through hecavy sedge which
has cut avaliable water surface
during the past years. Conserva-

tion Department workers also plan |

to blast potholes using ammonum
nitrate in the thick sedge and cat-
tail arcas. In a north-south pat-
tern, 50 fi. wide openings would
be created about 350 ft. apart for
open water and future seeding.
Islands, 35 by 50 1t., will be cre-
ated.  Past records show that four
mallards will nest on one island.

Severe disturbance of the bot-
tom, which will not be permitted
\o dry, will increase food growth.
Herbicide spraying by plane start-
ing mid-June and lasting for 2
two-weck period, is also expeeted
tn knock oul non-food producing
weeds. The Department is expect-
od to use dalapron, desceribed as
harmless to anything other than
grass type yegetation.

Gome woody plants in the area
will be cut il there is sufficient
money.

The final part of the project
is scheduled for August 15 to
September 1 when islands and
spoils will be seeded. Reflood-
ing is set for September 15 o
permit waterfowl usage of
the area by hunting season.
With the drawdown already

olarted, pike are cxpected to move
out of the arca before spawning
starts. ‘The presence of an excess
popuiation of small fish is ex-
pected to be cut drastically during
the operation as they are squeezed
sul of the 2,000-acre flooding, and
become prey  for big fish. The
drawdown is not expected to pro-
duce good success for fishermen,
tor Jarge fish will have enough
uatural food and will probably ig-
nore obailt,

Once the water is put back, bet-
ter fishing success should be felt
within a couple of years, accord-
ing to Mr. Jacob.

Osprey, eagles and herons
will find an abundance of
small fish fo eat during the
drawdown, according to Dr.
Blouch. ~Tern and bittern
will be disturbed. but migrat-
ing shore birds should move in
and make it a bird watcher’s
haven this spring.” he said.

The managemoent program, made
possible with Accelerated Public
Works money and matching De-
partment [unds, should create im-
sroved conditions for seven to 10
vears or longer. It is expected to
-ost about $5,000.

The swamp, known as the larg-
est natural wild area in the lower
peninsula is also receiving atten-
tion from nature Jovers as @

| dedicated primitive area. Forest
and game management would con-
tinue, but roads would be blocked
to mechanized traffic, foot trails
would be marked and rare natural
| species such as orchids, large ce-
dars, ferns and nest trees would
be safeguarded. The area is north
and west of the old channel and
lincludes some 30,000 acres of
| vough terrain ideal for two and
three-day camping and not far
from entrance from 1-75.

Management for the Kirt-
land’s warbler, the second big
project this spring, will aid its
nesting area.

The tiny, gray and yellow jack
pine songster is the one bird
known to nest only in Michigan.
Bird watchers come from around
the world to see the rare Kirt
land's warbler, and it is believed
that only about 1,000 exist. Re-
contly the Michigan Audubon So-
ciety introduced a campaign aim-
ed at designaling the warbler as
official Michigan bird.

Kirtland's warblers nest  in
voung jack pinc ‘with low-growing
branches, generally near Mich-
igan's AuSable River valley. Jack
pine, a‘fire species” in forosters’
terms, does hest in a burned over
area. Michigan's pine fores!s are
loaded with jack pine cones which
never open unless scorched by a
fire. So, Kirtland's warblers have
been pressed for new nesting areas
since forest fire control saved the
Michigan woods.

While modern fire control
created the Kirtland's prob-
lem, it also holds the solution,
according fo Louis A. Pom-
merening, Forest Supervisor of
the Huron-Manistee National
Forests. “Now we can burn
selectively and use forest fire
to the advantage of man and
nature,’ Mr. Pommerening
said.

Four thousand acres of the
Huron National Forest in Oscoda
| County, was dedicated to per-
petuation of the famous warbler

last June. Under timber sale con-
| tract with Packaging Corporation
! of Ame ica, old g?ié'\'vﬂ\ tindBET Was
removEa¥nd used as raw ma.eria.

{or paper. Solected seed trees
were left by loggers, who just com-
pleted the iret 500-acre harvest.

Glash will be seared by the con-
trolled fire, to pop jack pine cones
on the seed trees.

By late summer, 1964, tiny
jack pine seedlings should be
sprouting throughout the near-
ly mile-square area, Mr. Pom-
merening said. Within five or
10 years, an entirely new
warbler nesting area will have
been created. Meanwhile, more
logging and more controlled
fire will aim toward an end-
less cycle of new growth to
delight warblers.

Assisting in the Kirtland's warb-
ler burn will be fire equipment
and manpower mustered from the
Michigan Conservation Depart-
ment and the U. S. Forest Service,
as well as loggers and foresters
from Packaging Corporation  of
America.  No date has been sot,
according to Mr. Pommerening,
who saud the fire would be trig-

| gered only when conditions were
s - T S
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Warbler battles Army tanks in 1 _sided v war

By Dudley K. Plerson
News Lansing Bureau

LANSING — Presumably no one would
deliberately put a military tank training
range within yards of a prime nesting
ground for the Kirtland's warbler, one of
the most endangered animal species in
Michigan and the world.

So, it's generally considered an accident
that a tank training run of the Michigan
National Guard camp near Grayling abuts a
habitat of the rare warbler. But whether it
was an accident or not, the Department of
Natural Resources now is trying to remedy
the situation.

As things now stand, the huge, noisy
tanks occasionally stray from their given
paths, and blunder into the birds’ preserve,
crunching the trees under which the birds
nest, scaring the animals, and destroying
the only type of habitat the fowls seem to
accept.

THE BIRDS NEST almost exclusive-
ly under 7-to-14-year-old jack pine trees

like those in their protected area next to the
military compound.

More than 100 warblers nest in the
Grayling area, making it home to almost
half of the state's 432 birds, Perez said. No
warbler nests have been found in the
United Stales outside of Michigan, said
state Department of Natural Resources
biologist Raymond Perez.

The Kirtland's warbler sports a distinc-
tive vellow breast that accents its
blue-black feathers. The little fowls are
about half the size of robins. They're
probably hard to see from a moving tank.

Nearly a month ago, nine tanks bulled
their way off the tank trail into a posted
area reserved for the warblers. Perez, who
was on the scene shortly after the destruc-
tion, said he saw no evidence that bird nests
were squashed, although there are 23 war-
bler nests in that area.

ERRANT TANKS wander into war-
bler territory at least twice yearly, said
Perez, who isn't happy about it at all.

“We can't afford to lose a single nest,” he

said. “The signs are posted quite well. Why
(the tanks) get off base, I don’t know. But
anytime you have an endangered species
like that it is a problem.”

The not-so-peaceful co-existence be-
tween the tiny birds and massive tanks at
the northern Lower Peninsula camp devel-
oped over a period of 30 to 40 years,
explained Gregory Huntington, environ-
mental coordinator for the state Depart-
ment of Military Affairs. Huntington said
the camp was thére long before the birds
decided to nest at Bucks Crossing, a two-
square-mile site about 10 miles northeast of
Grayling. But the perils to the birds of
co-existence with the military have been
increasing.

“It’s very hard for a tank unit to go
through its maneuvers and see the (war-
bler) signs. The tank drivers have a six-inch
slot to look through,” Huntington said. “A
lot of times they just plain miss the signs,
and some out-of-state people (not familiar
with warblers) probably ignore the signs
altogether.”

Please see Warbler/2E

No ‘slow’

buggies,
Amish say

By Allan Lengel

News Lansing Bureau

LANSING — The reclusive Amish in
northern Michigan's Gladwin County are
adamant about the issue. They probably
will leave the county, or possibly the state,
if they lose their bid in the Michigan Court
of Appeals.

“They definitely would move somewhere
they wouldn’t be harassed; 1 don’t think
they would comply,” said William Lin-
dholm, a Lutheran pastor in Livonia who is
chairman of the Committee for Amish
Religious Freedom.

At issue is whether the Old Order Amish
should have to display an orange, triangular
“slow-moving vehicle” emblem on their
black, horse-drawn buggies when they trav-
el on public roads. There are about 40 Old
Order Amish families in Gladwin County.

THE AMISH are saying no to the sign.
Mhave annrand tha %anidd? neahlanm b0 as

symbol on

rare Kirtland's warbler faces
threat from Grayling military range

State industries
want to dump
more pollutants
in some waters

Some Michigan industrial leaders and ¢/ officials are
contending they should be AHnwml to increase the amount
of pollution they dump in Michigan's laki shreams

They advocate a policy called “backslid

As the anti-pollution system works now, companies
municipalities and others have legal licenses to dump
limited quantities of pollutants in given waters. That is one
safeguard for state waters.

AS A second precaution, state and
AnalySIS federal rules protect the waters by man-
dating that the amount of pollution they
contain may not exceed a specific minimum.

Advocates of backsliding argue that, if a body of water
does not contain the permitted amount of pollution, legal
polluters should be allowed to increase the amount of waste
they discharge until the water is contaminated to the legal
limit.

Gov. James J. Blanchard and officials of environmental
groups said they want pollution tules kept strict and
enforcement to be tough.

Tomorrow, the state Water Resources Commission is
scheduled to consider a resolution that supports current
pollution rules and reaffirms the goal of eliminating
pollution in Michigan lakes and rivers. The resolution also

e
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LOGROLLERS

Hayward, Wis.,

the title for the seventh time.

Judy Scheer Heschler (right) and Heidi Somerville, both of
battle it out during the Great Lakes Open
Logrolling Championship. The event, held recently in Gladstone,
Mich., was part of the town's Bayfest celebration. Heschler won

PHOTO BY JAMES McCOMMONS

Murder '60 Mackinac crime

From page 1E

them contained in anonymous letters
that kept arriving for five years after
the crime. But invariably, investiga-
tors hit a blank wall.

Indeed, the case has baffled detec-
tives since the moment the victim, a
Dearborn apartment owner, stepp
from the lobby of the Murray Hotel
on Main Street and vanished.

DESPITE A massive search that
involved use of bloodhounds, it was
four days before Mrs. Lacey’s body
was discovered.

Mrs. Lacey had come to the island
with other relatives for a vacation, her
first since her husband's death two
years before. She took a room at the
hotel in town, paying in advance. Her
relatives stayed in a cabin at British
Landing — where English forces
sneaked ashore to capture the island
in the War of 1812.

Mrs. Lacey was to join her family
at a Sunday outing. She insisted on
walking the three miles to the cabin
on Lake Shore Drive, which circles
the island.

No one remembers her leaving the
hotel. But a clerk found her room key
on the hotel desk about 10 a.m. that
day and it was later noted with
unknown significance that a small
brown suitcase belonging to her had
been left in front of the desk instead

Warbler Endangerd bird battles Army tanks

From page 1E

CONSEQUENTLY, SAYS
Huntington, the DNR is trying to
encourage the birds to leave their
nests near the tank range and relocate
in other aréas of the 146,000-acre
camp.

The DNR plan — jointly devel-
oped with Military Affairs officials —
calls for gradually destroying the
young jack pine trees growing at
Bucks* Crossing. Since the warblers
will iest only in the shadow of such
trees,it’s thought that the birds will

search out jack pine stands in other
areas of the camp and nest far away
from the noisy and clumsy tanks.
DNR and Military Affairs officials
expect their tentative agreement to
win full departmental endorsement
next month, Huntington said. After
that it will take a few years before the
Bucks Crossing nesting ground area is
demolished and the birds move on.
Ironically it is destruction at the
50-year-old tank range that created
the warbler habitat, Huntington said,
explaining that tank shells hitting the
area set fires that burned older trees
and made room for the younger pines

the warblers like.

WITHOUT THE tanks’ periodic
destructive bursts, young jack pines
— and the warblers — would be in
little evidence there, Huntington said.

Huntington termed the tentative
plan a “monumental agreement.”

“It should be a good solution to a
conflict that has lasted 2 to 3 years,”
he said.

There never was a plan to force the
military to move away from the war-
blers. The military at Camp Grayling
has an indefinite lease for the land,
and it’s not charged a cent for rent.

of being stored in a special reserved
area.

WHAT HAS seemed surprising
and important is that no one could
recall seeing Mrs. Lacey that Sunday.
There were up to 10,000 visitors and

ed more than 2,000 residents and sum-

mer employes on the island that day.
Further, she apparently was attacked
around midday along a trail that
usually is busy with tourists riding
bicycles or carriages.

A Detroit couple, leisurely cycling
around the island, stumbled on Mrs.
Lacey's purse lying along the road
where police believe she was seized.
The two bicyclists reported that when
they discovered the purse — which
contained identification — they
heard “crackling” noises in a nearby
thicket. They glanced into a wooded
area but they saw no one and moved
on.

Police theorize the bicyclists had
heard the killer covering Mrs. Lacey’s
body with branches, and that al-
though the bicyclists couldn’t see
him, he could clearly see anyone along
the road.

INVESTIGATORS THEO-
RIZE that the killer, in fact, got away
unnoticed. He left the body with an
article of underclothing knotted
round the neck.

It's believed that the murderer
took Mrs. Lacey's wristwatch and a
wallet containing $100 with him and
that he fled on a wooded path called
Tranquil Lane.

The couple took Mrs. Lacey’s
purse and said they intended to call

her in Dearborn when they got home. |

However, they read of the woman's
disappearance in Detroit papers and
explained where they had picked up
the purse. Police then found the body.

VETERAN STATE Police de-
tectives and lab technicians painstak-
ingly reconstructed events of that
day. They say they've worked the case
meticulously, seeking anyone who
could contribute facts. Yet they've
been unable to turn up the key ele-
ment that might unravel the mystery
— a witness.
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00 ACRES BURNED OFF

Forest Blaze
to Help Warble

By JAMES A. 0. CROWE
Detroit News Outdoors Writer
The U.S. Forest Serv-
s normally dead
ainst forest fires, set
e deliberately the other
.y and didn’t put it out
itid 500 acres had been
rned over.
This about face oc-
rred in the Huron Na-
mal Forest near Mio,
d it was done because,
controlling forest fires
efficiently, mankind
is outsmarted himself
some cases.

The controlled burn

is part of a plan, devel-

ed a year ago, to pre- £

rve the Kirtland's war-
>r from extinction. Less
an 1,000 of the little,
non breasted warblers;

equipment was stationed
in the area, and when
wind and moisture con-
ditions were just right, it
was touched off.

JUMPS FIRE LINE

The fire raced through
the dry slashings left on
the ground and the un-
derbrush and grass. It
jumped a fire line briefly
at the start, but the errant
blaze was pounced on at
once and put out before
any damage was done.

The blaze largely
burned itself out before

FOREST

FIRE IS FOR THE BIRDS
raged near Mio recently and a visitor to ti
thought the whole Lower Peninsula was about
But the situation was well in hand. The U.S. 1

y 31, 19

of

’:Hl

foeet

the day was over.,.The §
embers remaining were 28
doused by an airplane
dropping newly developed
jellied water, by spread-
ing of a new dry chemi-
cal, by the Conservation
Department’s new sand
casting rig and by. con-
ventiona] methods. - The
fire also gave the opper-
tunity to fire organization
plans.

Louis A. Pommeren-
ing, supervisor of -the
Huron-Manistee National
Forests, declared-the §
whole affair a succéds. = §8
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FOREST FIRE IS FOR THE BIRDS— A 500-acre forest fire
raged near Mio recently and a visitor to the area might have
thought the whole Lower Peninsula was about to go up .in flames.
But the situation was well in hand. The U.S. Forest Service, with

the aid of the State Conservation De

partment had deliberately set
500 acres of the Huron National Forest ablaze, all for the benefit

of Michigan's rare bird species, the Kirtland's warbler. The
occasion was sei

zed to test air dro
Y i com T SO

ps of jellied water,

sl




