Fort Drum Grasslands 107,000 acres  75E 38' W
Jefferson/Lewis counties, NY 44F 09' N

Habitats Primarily grasdand and shrub/scrub but other portions of the ingtalation contain
large acreage of deciduous woods, mixed woods, non-tidal wetlands, and riparian
habitats.

Land use: Primary - U.S. Army training grounds. Secondary - wildlife conservation,
recregtion.

Threats  Potentia - succession.

Site Description

Birds

Conservation Issues

A portion of aU.S. Army ingdlation used largely for training operations.
The siteismostly old-field type meadow and shrub/scrub.

Site supports one of the mogt significanty grasdand and shrubland
breeding bird communitiesin the sate. Breeding speciesin clude
Northern Harriers, Upland Sandpipers (30+ in 1996), Hendow's
Sparrows (12+ in 1995), Grasshopper Sparrows, and Vesper Sparrows
(30+in 1995). Other dtate-listed speciesthat occur on the ingtdlation
include Short-eared Owls, Least Bitterns, Red-shouldered Hawks,
Ospreys, Common Nighthawks. The site hosts the largest (and perhaps
the only sgnificant) population of Snging male Clay-colored Sparrowsin
the state, though breeding has not yet been confirmed.

U.S. Army training activities keep areain early successond dateto the
benefit of the grasdand bird community. It is hypothesized that if the area
was abandoned and training maneuvers ceased, the potentid is that the
grasdands would be lost to succession. The Fort Drum Naturd / Cultura
Resources Branch has an ongoing grasdand bird research program that is
documenting the effect of different types of training activities on the
distribution and breeding success of grasdand birds.



State-Listed Species Summary

Species Breeding Winter Migration
Short-eared Owl (E) breeds occurs —

Least Bittern (T) — — soring / fal migrant
Northern Harrier (T) breeds — soring / fal migrant
Upland Sandpiper (T) 30+ in 1996 — soring / fal migrant
Sedge Wren (T) — — soring / fal migrant
Hendow’s Sparrow (T) 12+ pairsin 1995 — —
Osprey (SC) — — soring / fal migrant
Red-shouldered Hawk (SC) breeds — —
Common Nighthawk (SC) — — soring / fal migrant
Vesper Sparrow (SC) 30+ pairsin 1995 — —
Grasshopper Sparrow (SC) breeds — —
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