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Life Cycle Analysis for Chemicals and Chemical Processes 

· Objective:  Explore the outstanding gaps in our knowledge and capabilities that inhibit reliable use of life cycle analysis (LCA) in industrial-scale processes.  The BCST will use this session to determine whether it can help address any technical issues inhibiting use of LCA.

· Importance:  Reliable life cycle analysis is key to achieving sustainability in the chemical industry.   The ability to reliably compare both the business and environmental costs of alternative processes would enable more confident adoption of safer, more benign or energy-efficient chemicals and processes.  Current capabilities for LCA are widely recognized to be inaccurate and flawed, but are nonetheless being utilized by industry and public sector authorities as “better than nothing” solutions to the life-cycle problem.  

· Topics to be discussed:
· How is life cycle analysis currently being used and carried out? Are there best practice examples?

· What are the current limitations of LCA—for example, appropriate data, methodologies, and boundaries of analysis, materials accounting? 

· What would improved LCA enable for the chemical industry and its customers?  For the public sector?

· Format:  Kick-off speakers will introduce the topic, and breakouts will allow more in-depth discussion and interaction by meeting participants.
· Participants:  Participants will be invited from industry, academe, government, and the non-profit sectors.  Each participant will have the opportunity to network with other stakeholders interested in LCA and its use.  

This session is being held for the purpose of discussion and relationship-building.  No findings or recommendations will be issued from this session.
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