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=== Basel Convention - Bacﬁonnd
P R EEEE

= GOAL - Environmentally sound management of wastes

Shipments of hazardous waste (HW) between countries
non-regulated prior to Basel Convention enactment

CONCERNS: HW disposal in lesser developed countries
without adequate technology/HW not managed in an

environmentally sound manner

Basel Convention adopted in 1989, entered into force on 5

May 92
— 136 Parties to the Convention (www.unep.ch/basel)

— US a signatory, but not a Party — one of a small minority

Applies only to transboundary HW movements
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e Basel Convention - US Players
IR

= DOS - Lead for international negotiations
= EPA - Lead for implementation of US environmental
laws

» DOC - Advocate for US commercial interests
DOJ - Prosecutor in illegal shipment cases
DOD - Advocate for US military operations and
training

— DUSD(ES) - Overall responsibility for Convention issues
— DLA - Designated as DOD lead for Convention issues
Others - DOT (USCG), CEQ, OMB, and NOAA, plus:
— NGOs - Represent environmental stakeholder interests

— Private Industry - Represent commercial interests
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o na How the Basel Convention Works
P e EEEE

= Three principal objectives of the Convention
~ HW generation should be minimized at source
— HW should be treated and disposed of in country of origin
— Transboundary HW shipments should be minimized

= Obligates Parties to ensure Enviromentally Sound
Management

— Transporters/disposers must be authorized

— Wastes must be properly packaged, labeled & transported
— Documentation must accompany shipment

— Approved disposal facility/site must be used
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= Key Basel Convention Features
P-- EEEEEE

= Article 4- Gives parties right to prohibit import of HW.
Requires parties notify other parties of such
prohibitions.

= Article 5- Requires designation of competent authority.

= Articles 6 & 7- Require explicit notification and prior
informed consent.

— State of export must notify in writing
— State of import must respond in writing approving/denying
— Transit states must also provide written consent
— State of export can’t ship without approval of all parties
= Article 8- Includes a duty to re-import if contract for
transport and/or disposal cannot be completed.

= Article 9- Makes illegal trafficking in HW a criminal
offense.
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o na Key Basel Convention Features
P R R

= Article 11- Recognizes parties’ sovereign right to enter
into bilateral, multilateral and regional agreements.

— Transboundary movements pursuant to such agreements not
covered by the Convention

— Must be compatible with environmentally sound management
— Requires notification to the Secretariat
= Article 15- Establishes Conference of the Parties (COP)
— Provides for continuous review and evaluation
— Harmonization
— Adoption of Protocols
— Establishment of working groups
— Representation by observers
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o na Basel - The Current Situation
P N EEEEE

= US Participates in COP and working groups as an observer

= Optimism within Administration for US Ratification of Basel
Convention

~ Draftimplementing legislation prepared by EPAJOSWER
~ Based on 1994 Administration Principals

- Draft Implementing legislation going through informal
interagency coordination

= Unlikely legislation will get passed this year

= Speakers this afternoon will address different stakeholder
perspectives
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