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99,000 acres
Rare habitats
• Puget lowland prairies
• Garry oak woodlands
• Ponderosa pine
• Artesian wetlands
• Salmon bearing streams
38 rare/listed animal species
• ESA endangered butterfly
• ESA threatened gopher and lark



Operation Wildlife

Participants
• Active duty personnel
• College students
• Veterans
• Military spouses



Culture
• Civilian style transition environment
• Teaching circles
• Bridging ideological divides
• Leadership development

Participants
• Active duty Soldiers/Airmen
• College students
• Veterans
• Military spouses
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Summary 2019
• 2031 Total volunteer/days

• 16,248 total hours

• 10.9 volunteers per day

• $413,187 total labor equivalency

• 27 Service members (20 Army, 6 Air Force, 

1 Navy)

• 22 Veteran college students

• 38 Civilian college students

• 5 Military spouses



Summary 2014-2020
• 8,866 Total volunteer/days

• 70,928 total hours

• 6.8 volunteers per day

• $1,929,242 total labor equivalency 

(2020 Dollars)

• 144 Service members (124 Army, 19 Air 

Force, 1 Navy)

• 46 went on to college (22 for 

environmental science)

• 30+ have environmental jobs

• 7 work in veterans therapy

• 8 work on JBLM

• Estimated overall 90% transition success



Career Skills Program Partners



Direct Memo



Colleges

On map:
Clover Park Technical College
Green River College
Pacific Lutheran University
Pierce College
South Puget Sound Community College
Saint Martins University
Tacoma Community College
The Evergreen State College
University of Puget Sound
University of Washington – Tacoma

Off map:
Oregon State University
University of Washington
Washington State University
Western Washington University



Future Directions

National Expansion

• Legacy Project

• Seeking partners

• CEMML as a mechanism

• JBLM as a regional/national 
hub



“When I get settled on my property in Tennessee, I’m planning to make some 

butterfly habitat on my hillside like that spot we’ve been working on.”

-SSG Derrick Hatfield
Infantryman, Drill Instructor & Counter Intelligence Agent

(Iraq, Afghanistan)



“When I got back from Afghanistan I was hurt bad and pretty depressed about 

my life. Now I wake up excited about my day for the first time I can remember.”

-SGT Ron Rudolph
Mortarman

(Afghanistan)



“I think my memory’s coming back, man. It’s weird, you know? I’ve been 

having peaceful dreams lately and I think all this nature is helping.”

-SGT Justin Manley
Infantryman

(Afghanistan)



“I been going home happy at night, and I’ve been playing with my kids more. 

Last night my wife said our marriage might work out after all. She was joking, 

but kinda serious, you know?”

-SPC Charles Wells
Infantryman

(Afghanistan)



Dennis Buckingham
dennis.buckingham@colostate.edu
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