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MEMORANDUM FOR SUSTAINABLE RANGES INTEGRATED PRODUCT
TEAM PRINCIPALS AND ASSOCIATES

SUBJECT: 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Conference

Preparations are underway for the 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness
Conference to be held July 30" through August 3 at the Coronado Springs Resort
in Orlando, Florida. This event will be a unique effort bringing together
sustainability stakeholders in a collaborative and educational forum.

The importance of this conference cannot be overstated. To help facilitate
participation, we are hosting the conference to eliminate the need for any
registration fees. We hope you and your staffs are as committed to the success of
this effort as we are.

We wish to thank you in advance for your assistance. The Department
remains committed to furthering our sustainability efforts in order to preserve our
mission, communities, and the environment.

/ﬂuw,

Paul W. Mayberry
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense Deputy Under Secrstary of Defense
Readiness Installations & Environment

M ( / Uc Il
David W. Duma MAR 27 2007

Principal Deputy Director
Operational Test and Evaluation
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In The News


First ever DoD Conservation and Sustainability Conference in Orlando, July 30-August 3, 2007 


Call for posters announced


By Pedro Morales


DoD Legacy Staff 


The Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Readiness (ODUSD(R)), the Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Installations and Environment) (ODUSD(I&E)) and the Office of the Deputy Director for Operational Test and Evaluation (DOTE), will host a conference in 2007 for DoD personnel and invited partners involved with Readiness, Sustainability, Compatible Land Use, Conservation management and related topics.


The 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Conference, also known as the Conservation Plus Conference, will be held at Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando, Florida from July 30 to August 3, 2007.


The 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Through Conservation, Compatible Land Use Planning and, Encroachment Mitigation Conference will provide an information exchange forum, and develop recommendations for potential future actions. Approximately 1,200 readiness and environmental-professionals are expected to attend.


A call for posters, registration, agenda, and field trip details are available online on the conference website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com" ��www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com�. The agenda includes a day and a half of workshops, a plenary on Tuesday afternoon, and 2 full days with 4 different tracks on topics covering Natural and Cultural Resources, Sustaining Military Readiness and Encroachment and Land Use Mitigation.


Habitat encroachment begets more oversight 


by � HYPERLINK "mailto:pam.zubeck@gazette.com?subject=Article:%20Habitat%20Encroachment%20Begets%20More%20Oversight--%20DoD%20Natural%20Selections%20Newsletter" ��Pam Zubeck� 


The Gazette, Colorado Springs, Co.


April 3, 2007 - Procedures for environmental review and managing construction will be revised after an RV parking lot was built on habitat of the federally protected Prebles meadow jumping mouse. 


The lot was built on the Air Force Academy’s south side near a creek channel where Fish and Wildlife Service officials think the mouse lives. 


The academy violated an agreement with Fish and Wildlife by failing to notify the agency before encroaching on the habitat. The violation carries no fine. 


The lot intruded on less than half an acre of the academy’s 3,500 acres reserved for the mouse, which is protected under the Endangered Species Act.  RV parking, run by Morale Welfare and Recreation Services, makes $180,000 a year and is so lucrative the academy wanted to expand the space from 6.3 acres to 10.5 acres. The lot is used by active duty and retired military members who pay $17 to $27 a month for RVs, boats and other vehicles. 


The academy started planning the $420,000 project in late 2004 and conducted an environmental assessment that concluded it wouldn’t impact mouse habitat. Construction, which consists of grading and applying gravel, began in October, and the encroachment was discovered in February. Fish and Wildlife was notified three weeks later. 


Academy spokesman Johnny Whitaker said the academy found that construction plans were ignored, but he didn’t blame the contractor. “There was a process of planning, design, environmental assessment with finding of no significant impact, and somewhere after that it changed,” Whitaker said. Meade Worthen, academy spokesman, said an extra layer of oversight will be added.  “The specific mechanisms are a new mandatory routing of all projects through environmental, safety, engineering design, and fire department review,” he said. “In addition, any modifications to the original approved design automatically generate an additional round of reviews to ensure projects are not changed from their original scope that results in noncompliance.” 


Academy officials didn’t say if anyone was disciplined. 
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Legacy Program Update


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dodlegacy.org/legacy/index.htm" ��Legacy Program Announces approval of Round 2 Legacy Projects:� The Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Installation and Environment has authorized the release of $387k in Legacy funding for 7 projects. We expect funds will be available soon. Funding awards will be posted online on the Legacy Tracker at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dodlegacy.org" ��http://www.dodlegacy.org� (account required). With this second announcement the total number of projects funded in FY 2007 is 77 projects.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.publiclandsday.org" ��Now Accepting National Public Lands Day (NPLD) Applications!:� Applications for NPLD Legacy funds are available for base-level projects on any Department of Defense site that supports the goals of National Public Lands Day (NPLD) and emphasize natural and cultural resource management. The deadline for submitting applications is May 31, 2007. For more information visit NPLD website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.publiclandsday.org" ��http://www.publiclandsday.org� or contact Claudia Kessel, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:claudia@neetf.org" ��claudia@neetf.org� or Jane Mallory, with the Legacy Program at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil" ��Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil�


Legacy Project Highlight of the Month


Legacy Project 07-341 Legacy Geospatial Data Warehouse & Discovery Portal: 


The Department of Defense must comply with a wide variety of executive orders, initiatives and directives which have the common aim of ensuring all federal agencies responsibly acquire, steward and share information - including geospatial information. The Defense Installation Spatial Data Infrastructure (DISDI) program is the DoD’s latest step toward securing improved spatial information resource management for the defense business mission area. Built upon the National Spatial Data Infrastructure or NSDI concept outlined in OMB Circular A-16 (2002), the purpose of the DISDI is to organize the people, policies and practices necessary to institute optimal processes for acquiring, stewarding and sustaining spatial information resource investments to support transformed Real Property & Installation Lifecycle Management business processes. These business mission areas include all Environment, Safety and Occupational Health (ESOH) missions as well as Range Sustainment and Installation Resource Management. DISDI develops enterprise spatial data requirements to ensure that spatial data standards (mapping standards) comply with key DoD initiatives like the Business Enterprise Architecture (BEA) and Real Property Inventory Requirements (RPIR) data structures.  The DISDI program efforts improve stewardship of geospatial investments and sharing of geospatial information, reduces redundant investments, and improves DoD business processes for geospatial information. 


The Legacy Program has for many years produced a stream of valuable data for managing DoD natural resources, cultural resources and land use management. Much of this data is partly or wholly spatial in nature. At present this data exists in many disparate formats and in many different locations. It is difficult to determine the currency and provenance of these data also, due to imperfect metadata records. DoD has an imperative to leverage these Legacy investments as far into the future as possible by organizing these data and making it more accessible to those who would find it useful. A key goal of the proposed project is to collect all available data then organize it with a logical taxonomy


so that it can be readily stored on a central database or net-centric server system which will make it easily searchable and discoverable by authorized DoD users. 


The goal of this project is to develop a prototype web-based data warehouse and discovery portal for all existing geospatial data funded through the Legacy Program. This prototype will be evaluated by DoD and further developed in future Legacy projects.


This ongoing project will require revisiting all Legacy Program generated geospatial data and data calls to all Legacy project technical points of contact may be needed to ensure proper analysis of Legacy funded GIS data.
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� HYPERLINK  \l "highlightforwardlink1" ��See Legacy, page 4�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Newsforwardlink1" ��Conservation Plus Conference, page 5�








Announcements and Events of Interest 


FEATURED! � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com" ��DoD’s “Conservation Plus” Conference:�  The 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Conference will be held July 30 to August 3, 2007, at the Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando, FL.  The 2007 Sustaining Military Readiness Conference will bring together DoD professionals from the operational, environmental conservation, and planning communities along with partners from other government and non-governmental agencies and organizations to participate in training opportunities, discuss projects and programs, share lessons learned, and exchange information for the purpose of sustaining military readiness through conservation, compatible land use planning, and encroachment mitigation. For more details and registration information visit the conference website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com/" ��http://www.sustainingmilitaryreadiness2007.com/�


� HYPERLINK "http://chelydra.unm.edu/swparc/meetings.html" ��Southwest Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation� The first annual SW PARC meeting will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, May 31 to June 2, 2007 at the Student Union Building of the University of New Mexico. This meeting is for anyone interested in reptile or amphibian conservation in the southwestern PARC region, which includes California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma.  Individuals involved in SW PARC include representatives from state and federal agencies, tribes, conservation organizations, museums, pet trade industry, nature centers, zoos, universities, herpetological organizations, research laboratories, forest industries, environmental consultants and power industry. This meeting will provide the opportunity for the southwest region to identify its priorities and activities regarding herpetofaunal conservation challenges.


� HYPERLINK "http://gapanalysis.nbii.gov/" ��2007 National Gap Analysis Conference Featuring the Southeast Regional Gap Analysis Project� 


September 11-13, 2007, at the Renaissance Asheville Hotel, Asheville, North Carolina. The meeting will include presentations and discussions about recent developments and applications from GAP projects across the country. Attendees will learn about the most important environmental issues in the country, particularly in the Southeast, and to discuss how GAP data sets can be used for resource management and decision-making. A special symposium will focus on conservation issues in the Southeastern U.S. and on the use of the Southeast Regional Gap Analysis Project (SEGAP) data for addressing these issues. This symposium is intended to bring together all interested individuals and agencies to explore the highest priority management needs in this region and to discuss how data resources can be used to assist managers. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ces.fau.edu/amclif" ��Applied Management of Conservation Lands in Florida Conference� The first conference on Applied Management of Conservation Lands in Florida will be held June 20-22, 2007 at Orlando's Caribe Royale. Convened by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, this conference will provide a forum for the exchange of new ideas, approaches, methods, and pertinent data on applied management of conservation lands in Florida, with an emphasis on vegetation management. For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ces.fau.edu/amclif" ��http://www.ces.fau.edu/amclif�.


NEW! � HYPERLINK "http://www.hccfl.edu/depts/detp/ecoconf.html" ��Annual Conference on Ecosystem Restoration and Creation:�, The 34th anniversary of The Annual Conference on Ecosystems Restoration and Creation will be held November 1 - 2, 2007 at the Trinkle Building located on the Plant City campus of Hillsborough Community College (Plant City, Florida). The Annual Conference provides a forum for the nationwide exchange of results of the latest scientific research on restoration, creation, and management of not only freshwater and coastal systems but total ecosystems including upland and transitional areas. 
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Did You Know?


Phragmazing! Phragmites is a tall, perennial grass that can grow to over 15 feet in height. In North America, both native Phragmites (Phragmites australis americanus saltonstall) and introduced subspecies occur. Preserved remains of native Phragmites that are 40,000 years old have been found in the Southwest indicating that it is a part of the native flora of that region. In coastal areas, preserved rhizome fragments dating back 3,000-4,000 years have also been found in salt marsh sediments indicating that it is also native to these habitats. Native American uses of Phragmites include use of stems for


arrow shafts, musical instruments, ceremonial objects, cigarettes, and both leaves and stems for constructing mats.


European forms of Phragmites were probably introduced to North America by accident in ballast material in the late 1700s or early 1800s. Exotic Phragmites first established along the Atlantic coast and then spread across the continent over the course of the 20th century. Phragmites is grown commercially in Europe and is used for thatching, fodder for livestock, and cellulose production. Ironically, it is declining in parts of Europe and its long term survivability is a concern to natural resource managers there.


Non-native forms of Phragmites are vigorous growing plants that once introduced can establish and take over a wetland, becoming a monoculture within several years. Phragmites crowds out native plants (including the native Phragmites), alters wetland hydrology, degrades wildlife habitat, and increases fire potential. The great density and biomass of Phragmites occupy most of the available growing space and greatly reduces the amount of light reaching the ground plant.  Learn more about Phragmites � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/fact/pdf/phau1-powerpoint.pdf" ��here�.
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Contact Us


For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:





�HYPERLINK "mailto:Peter.Boice@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��L. Peter Boice��
�HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��Pedro Morales��
�
Conservation Team Leader�
Natural Resource Management Specialist�
�
�
703-604-1933�
�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections"��Jane Mallory��
� HYPERLINK "mailto:Hillori.Schenker.ctr@osd.mil?subject=From%20%22Contact%20Us%22%20in%20Natural%20Selections" ��Hillori Schenker��
�
Natural Resource Management Specialist�
Cultural Resource Management Specialist�
�
703-604-1774�
703-604-1724�
�
�


Disclaimer


Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information. However, with the hundreds of documents available online, often uploaded within short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. With respect to documents and information referenced by means of hyperlinks on this publication, neither the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Plexus Scientific (website contractor) nor their employees and contractors make any warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to documents available from Department of Defense websites, or from independent parties outside of DoD. Additionally, the U.S. Government, DoD, nor Plexus Scientific assume no legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, or process disclosed herein and do not represent that use of such information, product, or process would not infringe on privately owned rights.
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Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil" ��Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil�.
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Legacy, continued from page 1
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Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Readiness Dr. Paul W. Mayberry, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Installations and Environment Mr. Phillip W. Grone, and Principal Deputy Director for Operational Test and Evaluation Mr. David W. Duma jointly signed the memo announcing the Sustaining Military Readiness Conference.





Training 


� HYPERLINK "https://doilearn.doi.gov/" ��Integrating NEPA into Fish and Wildlife Service Activities:� June 4-7, 2007, National Conservation Training Center (NCTC), Shepherdstown, WV. This course provides instruction regarding the purpose and procedural requirements of NEPA, how NEPA affects the decision-making process involving Federal planning and actions, how to structure and review NEPA documents, and how other laws and regulations relate to NEPA.  Interactive exercises are included to reinforce lecture sessions. Register online or contact Laura Eaton-Poole (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Laura_Eaton@fws.gov" ��Laura_Eaton@fws.gov�) or Mary Kimble (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Mary_Kimble@fws.gov" ��Mary_Kimble@fws.gov�), Division of Conservation Science and Policy, at 304/876-7473 or 304/876-7449 for more details.


� HYPERLINK "https://doilearn.doi.gov/" ��Cumulative Effects Assessment:� June 11-13, 2007, National Conservation Training Center (NCTC), Shepherdstown, WV.  Cumulative effects are defined as impacts on the environment that result from the incremental effects of a proposed action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.  Cumulative effects can result from individually minor, but collectively significant, actions taking place over a period of time.  This course presents the concepts and approaches for incorporating cumulative effects considerations into environmental impact assessments.  Emphasis will be placed on the relationships of cumulative effects issues to National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documents, transportation projects, and the review of wetland permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Case studies and group discussions will be used to illustrate concepts and applications. Register online or contact Laura Eaton-Poole (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Laura_Eaton@fws.gov" ��Laura_Eaton@fws.gov�) or Mary Kimble (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Mary_Kimble@fws.gov" ��Mary_Kimble@fws.gov�), Division of Conservation Science and Policy, at 304/876-7473 or 304/876-7449 for more details.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.cecos.navy.mil/coursedetail.cfm?CourseID=14" ��Ecological Risk Assessment:� August 14-16, 2007, San Diego, CA. This Civil Engineer Corps Officers School  course provides attendees with information on Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) and its use in the IR program. Instruction includes discussion on ERA components, how the risk manager and risk assessor decide what is needed for a site-specific ERA, technical oversight that should be included in the ERA how the tasks of the ERA should be performed, how to estimate risk based on the results of the ERA, and how the ERA fits within required regulatory processes such as RI/FS (CERCLA) and RFI/CMS (RCRA). This course was developed in coordination with the Tri-Service ERA Group and is approved by the Interservice Environmental Education Review Board (ISEERB).


� HYPERLINK "http://doilearn.doi.gov/training/classscheduler/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Home.CourseDetails&intCSCourseID=774&AddPopularity=1" ��GIS Introduction for Conservation Professionals:� June 6-8, 2007, National Conservation Training Center (NCTC), Shepherdstown, WV. A geographic information system (GIS) is a powerful tool that can assist conservation professionals in natural resource-related projects. This course gives participants an introduction to GIS technology and terminology and teaches them how to use an existing GIS. Professionals emerge from this course with skills in the use of GIS software. Training examples use data from actual FWS projects and other similar conservation efforts.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.cecos.navy.mil/coursedetail.cfm?CourseID=42" ��Natural Resource Compliance:� June 19-22, 2007, West Point, NY. This Civil Engineer Corps Officers School  course offers instruction in specific natural resource laws, regulations, policies, Executive Orders, DoD Instructions, and other guidance, noting Service-specific requirements. Course addresses stewardship, preservation, and process; fish, game, and wildlife management laws; protection of wetlands, waterways, and other protected ecological areas; forest and land use management laws; and interservice cooperation. Practical exercises and guest speakers are included. This course is approved by the Interservice Environmental Education Review Board (ISEERB).
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The DISDI Portal enables DoD organizations to discover availability and fitness-of-use of DoD installation and environmental geospatial data, view strategic maps of defense installations and surrounding regional information, and learn where to access and obtain geospatial data from the Services for local visualization and analysis purposes.





Recent Natural Resources Documents On � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/toc.html" ��DENIX� and web


NEW! � HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/endangered_sp.html?fm-natres" \l "sl" ��Species at Risk Assessment and Recommendations: Part II Planning & Management of Species of Concern: Survey for Coastal Goldenrod (Solidago villosicarpa) in 2005-2006� (Legacy # 3-154): This report summarizes the results of a survey for new populations of Solidago villosicarpa (coastal goldenrod), a Federal Species of Concern, a species listed as Endangered by the N.C. Plant Conservation Program, and a species selected by the U.S. Marine Corps for the pilot “Species at Risk” project.  This report contains methods, maps and survey data on 4 pre-survey populations on Camp Lejeune and off base in North Carolina and 2 new populations discovered during survey.  This report also identifies best possible locations for future recovery efforts for this species.


NEW!� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/Documents/MOU-Federal-Agencies-and-Partners-Amphibian-Reptile-Conservation.pdf" �� Memorandum of Understanding Among Federal Agencies for Achieving Objectives of the Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC):� The purpose of the MOU is to provide a framework for cooperation and coordination among federal agencies to achieve objectives of the Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC) Federal Steering Committee. PARC is a coalition of federal and state agencies, tribes, organizations, and industry groups who have agreed to contribute to PARCYsm ission, "to conserve amphibians, reptiles, and their habitats as integral parts of our ecosystem and culture through proactive and coordinated publiclprivate partnerships."


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/policy.html?fm-dodcp" ��Conservation of Migratory Birds Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), signed July 2006:�  Pursuant to Executive Order 13186 (January 17, 2001), Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds, this Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Defense and the US Fish and Wildlife Service outlines a collaborative approach to promote the conservation of migratory bird populations.  This MOU does not address incidental take during military readiness and does not authorize the take of migratory birds.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/policy.html?fm-dodcp" ��Memorandum: Guidance to Implement the Memorandum of Understanding to Promote Conservation of Migratory Birds (April 3, 2007):�  This memorandum from the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics) provides a call for all DoD personnel to work cooperatively with the FWS to implement the actions described in the Conservation of Migratory Birds MOU.   The attachment to the memorandum provides useful tools in implementing migratory bird conservation by the DoD.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/NCR/outreach_edu.html" ��National Public Lands Day 2006, November 2006 (Legacy 6-86):� The Department of Defense provides funds to the National Environmental Education & Training Foundation (NEETF) for National Public Lands Day (NPLD) projects on military lands open to the public for recreation since 1999. This report summarizes the program scope within DoD and the activities performed during natural and cultural resource improvement events at 28 installations in 2006.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/eco_mgmt.html?fm-natres" ��Actions to Abate Critical Threats, such as Encroachment and Invasive Species, Using GIS and Conservation Area Planning Across the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) Landscape Annual Report December 2006 (Legacy 05-280):� This report details the goals and accomplishments during Phase I of this  two-year project, which   focuses on the initial development of this GIS database and incorporating this database into an updated GCPEP Conservation Area Plan in FL, which includes Eglin AFB. Appendices include invasive species information, a variety of resource maps and project site information. 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/DOD/Library/NCR/animals_birds.html?fm-natres" \l "birds" ��Management Strategies For Reversing Declines In Landbirds Of Conservation Concern On Military Installations: Analysis of MAPS Data from Military Installations Outside of the Legacy-funded Network,  November 15, 2006 (Legacy 05-103):� This report reviews data from 46 MAPS monitoring stations that have operated in the past or are still operating (in 2006) using non-Legacy funding sources. These data showed effective demographic monitoring of 34 landbird species at 27 of the 46 stations located on DoD installations. Seven of the 34 species are listed in the Partners in Flight North American Landbird Conservation Plan as Species of Continental Importance (SCI). The goal of this analysis was to report demographic parameter values for as many species as possible, compare them to other regional- or continental-scale estimates, and recommend future monitoring efforts.
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�Comparison of Exotic and Native Phragmites.  Photo USDA.
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Photo by Mark Rauzon


First Albatross Fledging in 60 Years Following Feral Cat Eradication 











Conservation Plus Conference, continued from page 1
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