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	Legacy Program Update

	FY 2006 Legacy Full Proposals are under review. The Legacy Office is now undertaking a thorough review of all 125 applications is underway and an announcement of first round funding recipients is expected by March 2006.

	POSTED!  The revised Legacy Guidelines: A Reference Guide for the Legacy Resource Management Program is posted on the Legacy Tracker (www.dodlegacy.org) as well as on DENIX (www.denix.osd.mil) This guide explains the Legacy Program and the process used in funding Legacy projects, from the pre-proposal application stage through successful project completion.

	FACT SHEETS! Fact Sheets are now required for all projects.  Although pre-FY05 projects are not required to complete Fact Sheets, we strongly encourage project managers to submit them as a means to get the word out about their Legacy projects.  Visit the Guidelines page on the Legacy Tracker for more information.  
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	Legacy Project Highlight of the Month

	The Legacy Program was established by Congress in 1990 to provide financial assistance in DoD efforts to preserve our natural and cultural heritage.  The program assists DoD in protecting and enhancing resources while supporting military readiness.  This section provides an interesting highlight of a randomly selected Legacy project to showcase the many efforts undertaken by DoD to conserve our natural and cultural resources.  See www.dodlegacy.org for more information.

	Legacy Project #05-086

National Public Lands Day
National Public Lands Day (NPLD) is an annual event held the last Saturday in September and promotes shared stewardship for our nation’s public lands. Through a day of volunteering, NPLD helps to build a strong conservation ethic among participants. NPLD is also a great way for installation Resource Managers to get much needed support and funds for natural and cultural resource conservation projects on their sites, while connecting base personnel and the outside community with the natural and cultural resources protected on DoD lands.

NPLD and DoD Lands

DoD manages over 29 million acres of land with 320 federally listed species, a wide diversity of habitats, and tens of thousands of historic buildings, structures, and sites. Hence there are ample opportunities for installations to take advantage of and benefit from participation in NPLD. DoD has taken part in NPLD since 1999 and with funding supplied by the Legacy Resource Management Program. On installations across the country volunteers have built and refurbished trails, repaired bridges, performed weed removal, planted native plants, planted eel grass beds, restored historic structures, cleared trash, installed windmill-powered pond aerators, monitored endangered species, and helped restore a variety of habitats. In 2005 over 1,600 volunteers at 23 installations participated in NPLD conservation projects.

DoD Resource Managers may apply for up to $6,000 in [image: image2.png]


Legacy funding for equipment and materials for an NPLD project. NPLD is coordinated by the National Environmental Education and Training Foundation (NEETF) and applications for event funding are available on the NEETF website www.npld.com or by contacting Dena Imbergamo at (202) 261-6467 or by email at Dena@neetf.org. Applications can be submitted from February 1st with a deadline of application submittal of May 31st, 2006. Funding is awarded in early July. In addition to the application form, the NEETF website also contains a host of helpful tools including a detailed site manual and media kit.
[image: image3.jpg]


While projects involving cultural resources have always been permissible, cultural resource projects will be encouraged more so for 2006 in light of the 100th Anniversary of the Antiquities Act and the 40th Anniversary of the National Historic Preservation Act. Cultural resources project proposals should include work that can be performed by volunteers on resources that are publicly accessible. 
For more information on what type of projects may qualify for funding, contact Legacy staff members Jane Mallory, Natural Resources Management Specialist at (703) 604-1774 (Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil) or Brian Lione, Cultural Resources Management Specialist at (703) 604-1724 (Brian.Lione.ctr@osd.mil). 
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	In The News

	

Kansas Land Trust to create buffer around Fort Riley

By Joel Mathis

Lawrence Journal, KS

The military wants to keep making loud noises. Kansas environmentalists want to ensure the tallgrass prairie doesn’t die. The two problems may have one solution. Officials with Fort Riley and the Lawrence-based Kansas Land Trust on Wednesday announced plans to create a “buffer” around the Army base, a 10-year program that would permanently preserve up to 50,000 acres of prairie and farmland. “We’d like to keep that land use the way it is,” said Jeff Keating, a civilian biologist who manages the buffer program for Fort Riley. 
Federal officials in August said the Big Red One infantry division would return this year to Fort Riley. The additional soldiers and their families could swell the population of the base and environs by as much as 25,000 people. Fort officials fear that population explosion could trigger a big demand for new residential developments near the base, potentially creating unwanted conflicts between the Army, with its firing ranges and helicopters, and any new neighbors. “We do activities that make noise, that make smoke,” Keating said. “Not every land use is compatible with that.” 

Fort Riley would work with the Kansas Land Trust to use federal money from the Army Compatible Use Buffer Program to buy conservation easements from neighboring landowners, keeping the land in the hands of its current owners, in use for farming and grazing, but forever off-limits to development. 

“Many farmers and ranchers have a difficult time making a go of it today,” said Rox Anne Miller, director of the Kansas Land Trust. “So the ability to use the land for farming and ranching ... and be paid for that is really a good situation for the landowner.”

Endangered land
Miller said 45 percent of the buffer area was endangered tallgrass prairie. New housing developments around Fort Riley might force prairie species to take shelter on base, officials said, further complicating training missions there.

The buffer program would be voluntary; no farmer or landowner would be forced to sell the conservation easements. Greg McClure, a Riley County extension agent, said some farmers would take the one-time payment to keep development off their land. But most, he said, will want to keep full control over the future of their land. “My expectation is they wouldn’t want to be tied to that (conservation easement) — if you live close to Manhattan, you’ll want to be free, when the time comes, to sell out,” McClure said.

Neither Keating nor Miller knew how much federal money would be made available for the buffer program. The price of each easement would be determined by an appraiser. Since its inception, the Kansas Land Trust has secured preservation of roughly 3,300 acres of property across the state, including more than 370 acres in Douglas County. Miller said that the buffer — combined with undeveloped land at the fort, as well as the nearby Konza Prairie and reserves at Milford and Tuttle lakes — would create an open-space haven of more than 200,000 acres in northeast Kansas. “It’s a surprising oasis for species,” she said. “It’s a huge swath of land that will be preserved.”
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	Recent Natural Resource Documents on DENIX

	Please visit these links for the most recent fact sheets on the Conservation section of DENIX.

	JUST POSTED! Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units National Network Fact Sheet In 1999, the Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units (CESU) Network was created with the signing of an interagency Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The objective of the CESU network is to provide research, technical assistance, and education to federal land management, environmental and research agencies and their partners. CESUs’ broad scope includes the biological, physical, social, and cultural sciences needed to address natural and cultural resource management issues at multiple scales and in an ecosystem context.

	JUST POSTED! SAV Restoration Handbook: A Guide for Restoring SAV on DoD Lands One important component of the DoD’s multifaceted Chesapeake Bay Program involves researching and restoring submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV). This handbook presents a standardized approach and accepted protocols for conducting an SAV restoration program on DoD installations. Applying the methods and protocols described in the handbook can minimize future duplication of effort, repetition of past mistakes, and promote information exchange among DoD installations and the scientific community. Additionally, the guidelines provide a basis for modifying existing programs to adapt to changing science and will encourage the use of new designs and techniques in SAV research and restoration.

	JUST POSTED! Development of Mission Avoidance Zones through Habitat Suitability Modeling in the Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range: A Review of the Literature and Results of Interviews with Active Researchers The Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range (EGTTR) encompasses more than 124,000 square miles in the Gulf of Mexico and supports thousands of Air Force test and training flights annually.  This project’ intent is to develop the capability to identify mission avoidance zones (MAZ) in the EGTTR based on real-time ocean conditions and features that are likely indicators of marine species presence. Collaboration with marine species researchers helped in identifying marine species presence indicators.

	JUST POSTED! The Development of Mission Avoidance Zones through Habitat Suitability Modeling in the Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range: Development of a Geo-Database Eglin AFB proposes to develop the capability to identify mission avoidance zones (MAZ) in the EGTTR based on real-time ocean conditions and features that are likely indicators of marine species presence. Formulation of the geo-database is based using GulfCet II sighting records of 2 species: the bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) and the sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus).

	JUST POSTED! An Inventory of the Significant Natural Areas of Hoke County, NC This inventory of Hoke County natural areas identifies areas of outstanding ecological significance. These areas contain the best remaining examples of natural habitats and/or locations of rare plants, animals, and natural communities in the county.

	JUST POSTED! Legacy Program FY 2005 Project Fact Sheet The Fact Sheet consists of a comprehensive list of all natural and cultural resources projects funded by the Legacy Resource Management Program in FY 2005.

	Proceedings from the Symposium and Workshop on Threatened, Endangered, and At-Risk Species (TER-S) On DoD and Adjacent Lands (PDF) Held in Baltimore, June 7-9, 2005, the TER-S Symposium and Workshop marked the first time that a broad spectrum of researchers from diverse backgrounds, agencies  and organizations gathered to share their mutual concerns and issues regarding the need to maintain TER-S and their habitats.

	Best Practices for Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP)  This document, based on extensive interviews with installation personnel and resource agency representatives, details some best practices that can be implemented to successfully implement or revise an INRMP and for developing and maintaining partnerships.

	Have you considered completing a FACT SHEET for your Legacy project?  Do you have electronic copies of Legacy reports/products that aren’t on DENIX?  Email Jane.Mallory.ctr@osd.mil or Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil to post your materials and advertise them in Natural Selections.
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	Upcoming Events of Interest

	NOW ON DVD! Dangerous Travelers – Controlling Invasive Plants Along America’s Roadways DVD The National

Forest System Invasive Species Management Program and the Engineering Program, in partnership with the Department of Transportation Federal Highways Administration, the US Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife Refuge System, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, and others have produced and released the first DVD of a series on invasive species prevention best management practices. The video targets road maintenance personnel and equipment operators. The web address to view the 26-minute program is http://www.fs.fed.us/invasivespecies/news.shtml.

	JUST ANNOUNCED! Center for Invasive Plant Management Grants The Center for Invasive Plant Management (CIPM) announce its 2006 research grant program. Grants are available in several categories (seed money, information synthesis and assessment, and decision-making). Projects must focus on plants and issues that are problematic in the West, although the research can be conducted anywhere in the U.S. Proposal deadline is March 10. For more information, see http://www.weedcenter.org/grants/grants_overview.html. (A Request for Proposals has also been posted at this site for Cooperative Weed Management Areas in the West. This year's focus is prevention and early detection. Deadline is March 6.)

	Joint Services Environmental Management Conference JSEM 2006 will be held March 20-24, 2006 in Denver, Colorado.  The theme of 2006 JSEM is Transformation, highlighting the many new and innovative ways the Department of Defense, other federal agencies, states, the defense industry, and our partners are transforming how we are meeting our mission needs while protecting the environment. The 2006 JSEM Conference will focus on comprehensive asset management, global basing, Base Realignment and Closure, and Business Management Modernization Program, to transform business operations to achieve improved warfighter support while enabling financial accountability. This year the 2006 JSEM Conference and Exhibition will be held in conjunction with the GeoSpatial Technologies Symposium & Exposition, creating an excellent opportunity to highlight the use of GeoSpatial tools to meet environmental management needs. This conference has become the most significant event for environmental policy makers, practitioners and professionals. 

	2006 Department of Defense Natural Resources Training Workshop will be held March 21-24, in Columbus, Ohio. The National Military Fish and Wildlife Association (NMFWA) Training Workshop will be held in conjunction with the 71st North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. NMFWA technical presentations will include sessions on noise, wildlife and the mission, managing grasslands for the mission and wildlife, threatened and endangered bats, land management and DoD military operations, wetlands, and cultural resources and the mission.

	Funding Available for Research on Estuarine and Coastal Ecosystems The Department of Defense Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) released a special SERDP Solicitation (Broad Agency Announcement and Federal Call for Proposals), relevant to defining research needs for the newly formed Defense Coastal/Estuarine Research Program (DCERP). SERDP seeks research proposals that evaluate the effects of military activities on, and support the sustainable management of, estuarine and coastal ecosystems. DCERP-funded projects will be based at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune and in the New River estuary in North Carolina. The due date for all proposals is Thursday, 16 February 2006. Detailed instructions for both federal and non-federal proposals may be found at www.serdp.org/funding/index.cfm.

	Funding Available for Research on Sustainable Infrastructure The Department of Defense (DoD), through the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP), will be funding environmental research and development in its core thrust area of Sustainable Infrastructure.  The objective of this effort it to identify, develop, and transition environmental technologies that relate directly to defense mission accomplishment through tools and techniques that will permit the DoD to manage lands in a sustainable manner for natural resources (e.g. ecosystem management, land management, maritime sustainability), cultural resources, and the built infrastructure (e.g. air/water quality, solid waste, noise).  This also encompasses the technologies required to sustain deployed forces.  SERDP intends to fund multiple projects within the Sustainable Infrastructure thrust area involving the following work: 1)
Methods to Assess Cumulative Effects on Threatened and Endangered Species, 2) Identification and Control of Non-Native Invasive Species Transport During Department of Defense Activities, 3) Assessing Human Annoyance Due to Military Noise, and 4) Watershed Management Models for Military Installations: Fort Benning Watersheds. The due date for all proposals is Thursday, February 16, 2006. 

	National Invasive Weed Awareness Week February 26 through March 3, 2006.  The Seventh Annual National Invasive Weeds Awareness Week (NIWAW 7) will be held at the Four Points Hotel in Washington, DC to bring people and groups from across the country together to focus national attention on the severe problems created by invasive weeds. Individuals and organizations interested in this issue are invited to participate in this event and help build on the success of NIWAW activities in previous years NIWAW 7 events are designed to focus on the important roles the federal government must play to help the U.S.  deal with invasive weed problems. The schedule is also designed to provide ample time for attendees to meet with their congressional delegations, individual federal agencies and each other.
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	Did You Know?

	How did that get here? Black Mustard, Brassica nigra, is a tall invasive annual mustard bearing lemon yellow flowers and is thought to be of Mediterranean origins. Now it is found in all but 6 US states. It is especially problematic in California and is an invasive weed on DoD  installations from Vandenberg to Miramar. But how did it get in California?  It was introduced to California by Franciscan Father Serra, who would toss seeds over his shoulder as he traveled along Camino Real to create a golden pathway to find his way back home during his explorations through the state.
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	Contact Us

	For further information about the Legacy Resource Management Program please contact:

	L. Peter Boice, Conservation Team Leader
	Jane Mallory - Natural Resource Management  Specialist, 703-604-1774

	Brian Lione - Cultural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1724
	Pedro Morales - Natural Resource Management Specialist, 703-604-1933
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	Disclaimer

	Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information. However, with the hundreds of documents available online, often uploaded within short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. With respect to documents and information referenced by means of hyperlinks on this publication, neither the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Plexus Scientific (website contractor) nor their employees and contractors make any warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to documents available from Department of Defense websites, 

or from independent parties outside of DoD. Additionally, the U.S. Government, DoD, nor Plexus Scientific assume no legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, 
or process disclosed herein and do not represent that use of such information, product, or 

process would not infringe on privately owned rights. 

Requests to be added or removed to the Natural Selections distribution list may be sent to Pedro.Morales.ctr@osd.mil.
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Midshipmen Lt. Toyama, and 4/c Rusinak and Healy, 1st Company, US Naval Academy celebrate after successfully planting a tree sapling during the 2005 NPLD activities at Greenbury Point, Annapolis, MD. Nearly 120 Naval Academy students, Boy and Girl Scouts, and private citizens participated in the day long event.








