
Technical Assistance for Public Participation 
Facilitating public participation and understanding of environmental cleanup

Introduction to TAPP
Technical Assistance 

for Public Participation

dkluzik
Cleared

dkluzik
Slides Only

dkluzik
External Hyperlinks



Technical Assistance for Public Participation 
Facilitating public participation and understanding of environmental cleanup

Purpose of Presentation

• The purpose of this presentation is to provide Restoration 
Advisory Board (RAB) members an overview of the Defense 
Environmental Restoration Program’s (DERP) TAPP program.

• This presentation consolidates the information from existing 
authorities into a single, simplified reference document.

• TAPP is codified in the following regulations and policies:
o 10 United States Code Section 2705
o 32 Code of Federal Regulations part 203
o DoD Manual 4715.20 “Defense Environmental Restoration 

Program” 
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Public participation in environmental cleanups

Since 1994, RABs1 have been established at more than 300 military 
installations to facilitate open communication and understanding 
between local community members and installations being 
cleaned up under DERP.
RABs provide a collaborative forum for community members, 
government agencies, tribes, and installation decision makers to 
discuss and identify the most efficient and productive means to 
restore the environment.
People from the community, who are affected by environmental 
cleanup activities at a specific installation, may join a RAB to 
exchange information with representatives of the regulatory 
agencies, the installation, and the community.
1Including Technical Review Committees (TRCs), where applicable.
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Public participation in environmental cleanups

• Cleanups can be very complex and technical. RAB
members may feel they need help with 
understanding cleanup-related activities or 
terminology used by scientific and technical 
experts.

• DoD provides RABs with a way to obtain technical 
assistance during cleanups. 

• The program is called Technical Assistance for 
Public Participation, or TAPP.
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What is the TAPP Program?

• TAPP is a DoD program that provides technical assistance to RAB 
members and the public in order to better understand the 
complexities of environmental cleanups. 

• The TAPP Program helps encourage public participation in the 
DoD’s environmental restoration programs, by helping RAB 
members better understand the technical aspects of the cleanup.

• Eligible TAPP projects include technical assistance with 
interpreting technical documents into plain language, assessing 
technologies, explaining risk assessments and/or health 
assessments, or training, as requested by the RAB.

• Community members, who are members of a RAB, are eligible to 
apply for technical assistance under TAPP.
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Why was the TAPP Program started?
To enhance the public’s ability to 
provide input into the cleanup process 
by providing technical assistance to the 
RAB’s community members.

To facilitate a broader awareness of the 
cleanup process and understanding of 
the scientific and engineering issues 
underlying environmental restoration. 

To strengthen the RAB’s ability to be a 
stronger partner that is more effective 
in reviewing, commenting, and 
participating in the cleanup process, 
with the end goal of achieving 
community acceptance of the 
proposed remedy. 
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Why would our RAB apply for TAPP? 

Discuss the following questions:

• Would technical assistance help your RAB gain a better 
understanding of the technical issues associated with the 
cleanup?

• Would it help your RAB to have a technical expert read through 
technical documents and report back to the RAB on the content 
of the document in non-technical language?

• Would it help your RAB to have an expert read through the Risk 
Assessment and report back to the RAB with a non-technical 
explanation of the health risks to the community?
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Why would our RAB apply for TAPP? (cont.)

• Would it help your RAB to receive training on concepts such as 
how contaminants move through groundwater, how risk 
assessments are performed, how potential remedies are evaluated, 
how plume maps are created, etc.?

• Would a technical expert help your RAB provide better input to the 
installation so the installation understands which proposed 
remedies the community favors?

• Would a technical expert help the RAB understand better the 
technical aspects of the project in a way that would lead to 
community acceptance?

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, your RAB may 
benefit from TAPP.
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What activities are eligible for TAPP funding? 

Interpretation of technical 
jargon in the environmental 
cleanup/remediation reports. 

Simplified information or 
training by a technical expert to 
explain cleanup/remediation 
technologies and related topics.

Helping RAB members 
understand the overall 
environmental remediation 
process and how it relates to 
protecting human health.
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What activities are NOT eligible for TAPP funding? 

Litigation or paying for 
attorney fees 

Political activities or lobbying 

Public outreach activities

Generation of new data and 
more sampling 

Reopening final DoD decisions

Epidemiology or health studies 
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Is there a dollar limit for TAPP funding?

• Up to $25,000 may be awarded for TAPP assistance per fiscal year at a 
particular installation/location.

• Up to $100,000 may be awarded for TAPP assistance over the life of the 
restoration program at a particular installation/location.

• Waivers to exceed these limits, or appeal the DoD’s decision on a TAPP 
request, are available, if necessary.

More information on TAPP funding limits, waivers, and appeals can be found 
starting on page 84 of DoD Manual 4715.20, accessible through the link below:

https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodm/4715
20m.pdf
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Have alternate sources been considered before applying?
The RAB must discuss using alternate 
sources prior to applying for TAPP. A few 
common resources include: 
1. Installation cleanup support contractor 
2. Federal, state, and local regulatory staff 
3. Local university resource staff 
4. RAB members 
5. National/regional resources 
It is up to the RAB to examine other sources 
of assistance. If the RAB determines other 
sources are not viable, the RAB can apply 
for TAPP.
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Other programs available for consideration 
If your RAB does not have access to technical assistance through TAPP, the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has similar programs that may be 
available: 

• Technical Assistance Grant (TAG)
• Technical Assistance Services for Communities (TASC)
• Technical Assistance Plan (TAP)

Follow the links below to review information on each program.

TAG: https://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-grant-tag-
program

TASC: https://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-services-
communities-tasc-program 

TAP: https://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-plan-tap
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What are the reporting requirements?

The technical assistant carries the majority of the reporting 
requirements.
• Periodic progress reports, financial status reports and materials prepared 

for the contract. Specified in the contract. 

• At the conclusion of the contract, a final report including documentation of 
TAPP project activities over the entire period of support and a description 
of the achievements with respect to the stated TAPP project purposes and 
objectives. 

At the completion of the contract, the RAB’s community point of 
contact must submit a report with the following information:
• A description of the TAPP project.

• A summary of services and products received.

• A statement regarding the overall satisfaction of the RAB with the quality 
of service and/or products received. 14
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When should RABs apply for technical assistance?

• The RAB should consider when technical assistance will be 
needed and time its application accordingly. For example, is 
there a DoD action related to the investigation or cleanup for 
which the RAB could use assistance through TAPP? 

• The Community Co-chair should work closely with the 
Installation Co-chair to determine the timing of these actions 
and the project start date, and apply for TAPP as soon as 
possible to ensure technical assistance will be available when 
needed.

• It is important to note that it may take the installation time to 
process the TAPP application and award the contract for 
technical assistance.    
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How does our RAB start the TAPP application process?
Document your majority decision to request 
TAPP funding at your next RAB/TRC meeting. 
Record your vote in the meeting minutes and 
attach the meeting minutes to the application.

Notify the Installation Co-chair with your intent 
to pursue TAPP funds. 

Fill out the official TAPP Application: 
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents
/DD/forms/dd/dd2749.pdf

Reference the Practical Guide for detailed 
instructions on completing the application: 
https://www.acq.osd.mil/eie/eer/ecc/pfas/po/cir.
html    

Example of a completed TAPP 
Application 
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Key steps in the TAPP application process

Step 1.
RAB Member(s) and 

Community Co-chair

Determine the need
•Determine if TAPP assistance is the right solution for your community after considering alternate sources

Step 2.
RAB Members and 

Community Co-chair

Prepare the required documentation
•Obtain majority vote at RAB meeting and document results through the meeting minutes or email
•Notify the Installation Co-chair of your intent to pursue TAPP

Step 3.
RAB Member(s), 

Community Co-chair, 
and Installation Co-chair

Fill out DD Form 2749
•Use the Step-by-Step written instructions or the more visual PowerPoint presentation for assistance in filling out 
the form

•Complete Sections I and II, send to the Installation Co-chair (with the majority vote attached) to coordinate 
approval from the Installation Commander

•After the form is approved, the Installation Co-chair will coordinate Section IV completion with the Community 
Co-chair and RAB members, and send to the Installation Commander for submittal to the Contracting Office
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Step 4.
Contracting officer

Approval and receiving support
• Installation Contracting Office approves and begins the process to obtain services
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Where can more information on TAPP be found?

TAPP information located on 
our website at: 
https://www.acq.osd.mil/eie/eer/
ecc/pfas/po/cir.html

There you can find a link to 
download the TAPP application, 
and instructions on how to fill 
out the form in both a step-by-
step format or a more visual 
presentation.
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Changes are coming to TAPP

• DERP has evolved and so have the technical assistance needs 
for RABs.

• The FY2024 NDAA includes a provision that modifies the TAPP 
process.

• Updating takes time and could take several months, and 
perhaps a year or more, to implement.

- Regulation must be updated to codify the changes;
- Revision beginning in Spring 2024;
- Must go through a public comment period.

• RABs will be notified of the public comment period.
• TAPP will continue as-is until the new regulation is finalized.
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Get started today

https://www.acq.osd.mil/eie/eer/ecc/pfas/po/cir.html
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