
Our fighting men and women must

train in realistic, natural 

environments.  Our commitment to

healthy, well-managed natural resources

will provide realistic training today and

into the future. 
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There are 6 major military
installations

The annual Department of
Defense Budget is almost
$4.9 billion

DoD employs more than
33,000 uniform and civilian
personnel

Our troops need to train in settings
similar to the real combat 

environments they will find 
themselves in.  This ensures that when
called upon, their fighting skills are 
second nature. 

Crossing the Saddam Canal, Iraq

Training on the Colorado River 

DoD’s Regional Environmental
Coordinators focus on 

working cooperatively with state
rule-writers and legislators to help
maintain realistic training 
environments.  This proactive
approach provides solutions that
help ensure military readiness.

• Uniformed Military is Alaska’s largest 
employer *

• Military job growth is 3rd behind health 
care and construction in Anchorage *

• Military is about 9% of Alaska employee 
compensation **

We Must Train As We Fight

Maintaining A Natural
Environment Is Critical

Linking DoD And 
The State

Sustaining Readiness In Partnership With States
For additional copies contact the Army’s Western Regional Environmental Office • 303.844.0950

DoD’s Economic Contribution to ALASKA

*(Source:  Alaska Department of Labor

http://labor.alaska.gov/research/trends/jul09lgstemp.pdf

http://labor.alaska.gov/trends/jun06.pdf )

** (Source:  U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Economic

Analysis)



DoD IN ALASKA

Navy Region Northwest (NRNW):  
Headquartered at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor,

Washington, NRNW provides coordination of 

support functions for Naval operating forces in

Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, and

Wyoming.  NRNW supports U.S. Navy readiness

training in Alaska and the Gulf of Alaska that focus

on response to natural disasters, homeland

defense and homeland security.  Sea lanes near

Alaska are critical to the economic health of the

United States and throughout the Pacific Rim and

Arctic regions.

Alaska National Guard
The Guard organizes, trains, and equips

citizen-soldiers to ensure their quick 

mobilization within the state or 

world-wide.     Within DoD, the Guard is

unique, servicing both the Governor and

the President in time of crisis.  The Army

and Air National Guard manage 72

armories and is composed of members

operating from military facilities in over 70

Alaska communities.

Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson (JBER)
JBER is just north of Anchorage and encompasses more than 75,000 acres.  JBER

is a worldwide power projection base and a key part of the Department of Defense’s

air & ground hubs in the Pacific.  It is home to the Alaskan Command; Alaskan

NORAD Region; Eleventh Air Force; 3rd Wing; 673rd Air Base Wing; the Army’s 4th

Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry Division, 3rd Maneuver

Enhancement Brigade; Alaska National Guard; and joint military training ranges.

Fort Greely
Fort Greely’s 7,200 acres include the primary

site of the U.S. Ground-based Midcourse

Missile Defense operational site.  Most of the

soldiers at Fort Greely are assigned to the 49th

Missile Defense Battalion and are full-time

Alaska Army National Guardsmen.  The Army's

Cold Regions Test Center is also located at

Fort Greely.

Fort Wainwright
Located in Fairbanks, Fort Wainwright 

manages 10 percent of the Army’s U.S. 

training lands, with 1.5 million acres.  Fort

Wainwright’s extensive training areas make it

one of the Army’s premier locations for 

training in either extreme cold or warm 

weather, as well as on varied terrain.  It is

home to the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat

Team, 25th Infantry Division, the 16th Combat

Aviation Brigade; serves as headquarters for

the US Army in Alaska; and supports over 700

retirees. 

Eielson Air Force Base
Eielson Air Force Base occupies 63,195

acres southeast of Fairbanks.  It has the

northernmost U.S. fighter wing in the world

and provides the U.S. with combat ready

forces capable of reaching anywhere in the

Northern Hemisphere at a moment's notice.

Eielson is home to the largest aerial exercise

in the Pacific region, held four times a year.
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Clear Air Force Station
Clear Air Force Station is located about 80 miles

southwest of Fairbanks.  Its primary mission is to

provide Early Warning of Intercontinental and

Sea-Launched Ballistic Missiles. It also tracks

the more than 22,000 man-made objects orbiting

Earth, ensuring the safe and responsible use of

space. Clear closely monitors objects 

re-entering the atmosphere.


