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There are four major installations 
and facilities.

The DoD budget is greater than $8 
billion.

DoD employs more than 56,000 
uniformed and civilian personnel 
state-wide.

Training on the Colorado River

Crossing the Saddam Canal, Iraq

Our troops need to train in settings 

similar to the real combat environments 

they will find themselves in.  This ensures 

that when called upon, their fighting skills are  

second nature. 

Maintaining A Natural  
Environment Is Critical

Our fighting men and women must 

train in realistic, natural  

environments. Our commitment to 

healthy, well-managed natural resources 

will provide realistic training today and 

into the future. 

Linking DoD And 
The State

DoD’s Regional Environmental 

Coordinators focus on 

working cooperatively with state 

rule-writers and legislators to 

help maintain realistic training 

environments.  This proactive  

approach provides solutions that 

help ensure military readiness.

Sustaining Readiness In Partnership With States

DoD’s Economic Contribution to MISSISSIPPI

We Must Train As We Fight
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Based on 2012 Bureau of Economic Analysis Data
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  K
eesler A

FB
K

eesler A
ir Force B

ase is hom
e of the 

S
econd A

ir Force H
eadquarters and the A

ir 
E

ducation and Training C
om

m
and (A

E
TC

), 
81st Training W

ing. The installation is one of 
the largest technical training w

ings in A
E

TC
, 

w
ith approxim

ately 4,700 students on base 
at any given tim

e. A
lso located at K

eesler, 
the 81st M

edical G
roup, operates the second 

largest m
edical center in the A

ir Force. 

 

The G
uard organizes, trains, and equips over 

17,000 officers and enlisted personnel to ensure 
quick m

obilization for deploym
ent w

ithin the state 
or w

orld-w
ide. U

nique w
ithin D

oD
, the G

uard 
services the G

overnor and P
resident in tim

e of 
national crisis. A reflection of its citizen-soldiers 
and airm

en, M
S

 N
G

 contributes to the state  
collectively through regional arm

ories and m
ajor 

m
ilitary training facilities.

M
ississippi N

ational G
uard

 

N
A

S
 M

eridian, a m
ilitary airport located 11 m

iles 
northeast of M

eridian, M
S

, is one of the N
avy’s 

tw
o jet strike pilot training bases. The A

ir S
tation 

trains S
ailors and M

arines in aviation and techni-
cal related fields, and provides safe, efficient air 
operations, high quality service and facilities, and 
a safe and secure environm

ent.

N
aval A

ir Station M
eridian

  C
olum

bus A
FB

 is hom
e to the busiest m

ilitary air 
traffic control facility in the w

orld. The host unit, as-
signed to the A

ir E
ducation and Training C

om
m

and 
N

ineteenth A
ir Force, is the 14th Flying Training 

W
ing (14 FTW

). The 14 FTW
 provides specialized 

undergraduate pilot training for the U
.S

. A
ir Force 

and allied officers. A
bout half of today’s A

ir Force 
pilots go through basic and prim

ary flight training 
at C

olum
bus. 
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  C
am

p Shelby
C

am
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S
helby 

is 
the 

largest 
state-ow

ned 
training site in the nation, encom

passing 
136,000 acres. D

uring w
artim

e, the cam
p 

serves as a m
ajor, independent m

obilization 
station. C

am
p S

helby accom
m

odates battal-
ion-level m

aneuver training, field artillery fir-
ing points and a w

ide range of support facili-
ties. It is the usual annual training location for 
N

ational G
uard and R

eserve units located in 
M

S
, A

L and TN
, although units from

 across 
the country use its assets to support a variety 
of m

issions. 


