
Department of Defense 
in Connecticut

Regional Environmental Coordination  /  Sustaining Readiness in Partnership with States

Department of Defense Mission
The mission of the Department of Defense (DoD) is to provide the military forces 
needed to deter war and protect the security of our country. 

Sustainability and the DoD Mission
DoD facilities on land, on the water, and in the air protect our nation. Regional 
Environmental Coordination (REC) works cooperatively with state agencies and 
governments on environmental efforts to ensure continued use of necessary 
land, sea, and airspace—protecting the military’s ability to maintain operations 
into the future and prepare U.S. service men and women to defend our country.

DoD and State Partnerships
Through the REC program, DoD and military service representatives partner with 
state agencies and governments to strengthen environmental restoration and 
protection efforts and to promote long-term sustainability of the military mission. 
Program efforts include educating state agencies and officials about the military’s 
operational and environmental needs, priorities, and concerns; communicating 
coordinated DoD positions on issues affecting military sustainment; and 
engaging in state legislative and rulemaking initiatives.

$74B $32.5B $29B $3.2B

$3.2B
Department  
of Defense

•	 The DoD employs over 9,000 
active duty military, National 
Guard/Reserve, and civilian 
personnel in the state

•	 Naval Submarine Base New 
London had its beginning as a 
naval yard and storage depot 
on April 11, 1868. The state of 
Connecticut and its southeastern 
cities and towns had donated 
land along the Thames River to 
the Navy for its establishment

•	 The 103rd Air Control Squadron, 
also known as “Yankee Watch,” is 
the oldest unit of its kind

Connecticut’s 
Signature Industries  
by Annual Contribution

Did You Know? 
Facts about Connecticut
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce's Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. 2017 GDP by State.



Department of Defense 
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1  Naval Submarine Base New London 
Naval Submarine Base New London provides facilities, services, and an environment to 
deploy combat-ready submarines and train a corps of professional submariners. Tracing 
its origin to 1868, and designated the nation’s and the Navy’s first permanent, continental 
submarine base in 1916, New London currently occupies approximately 687 acres along 
the Thames River, straddling the communities of Groton and Ledyard, Connecticut. The 
base is homeport to 15 nuclear fast-attack submarines and home to more than 70 tenant 
commands. It is also home to the Undersea Warfighting Development Center, Submarine 
Learning Center, Naval Submarine School, Naval Submarine Medical Research Laboratory, 
and Naval Undersea Medical Institute. The base supports more than 9,500 active duty, 
reserve, and civilian personnel.

2  Bradley Air National Guard Base
Bradley Air National Guard Base is the headquarters of the Connecticut Air National 
Guard, home to the more than 1,000 personnel and equipment that make up the 103rd 
Fighter Wing. The ‘Flying Yankees’ of the 103rd Airlift Wing are the third oldest Air National 
Guard unit in the United States, including a squadron that has served for more than 
90 years in military aviation. The unit currently flies the C-130H Hercules, designed as a 
troop, medical evacuation, and cargo transport aircraft.

National Guard and Reserve Components
The Guard and Reserve organize, train, and equip citizen soldiers and airmen for rapid 
mobilization in the state, nation, and around the world.  While all Reserve components 
have a federal mission to augment active duty forces in times of crises, the Guard has 
the unique mission of serving the Governor during state emergencies. The Connecticut 
Army National Guard includes approximately 5,000 soldiers and maintains facilities in 
22 communities. The Connecticut Air National Guard comprises approximately 1,200 
airmen and officers assigned to the 103rd Airlift Wing and 103rd Air Control Squadron, 
based at Bradley Air National Guard Base.



For more  
information

Contact your Region Environmental Coordinator at NAVFACML_EV-dodrecregion3@navy.mil 
Visit http://denix.osd.mil/rec/regions/regioni/home

Defense Spending by State Fiscal Year 2017

Sources: Defense Manpower Data Center, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Census Bureau, and Chmura Economics & Analytics. 
Office of Economic Adjustment - Defense Spending by State, FY2017
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New London County
$365.5 M

Hartford County
$129.6 M

Fairfield County
$39.8 M

New Haven County
$28.5 M

Middlesex County
$21.9 M

Tolland County
$6.5 M

Litchfield County
$566.9 K

Windham County
$353.8 K

By Type

By Service

$593.9 Million

9,229

Top Contractors $15.0 BILLION 
SPENT IN STATE IN NATION

IN NATION
5.6%  
OF STATE GDP

% OF TOTAL U.S. 
DEFENSE SPENDING

PER RESIDENT 
SPENDING

$4,169

3.7%

#3

#7

Value of Contract Awards Performed (billions)

$9.2

Construction: 
0%

TOTAL PAYROLL

TOTAL PERSONNEL

Service:
5%

Supplies & 
Equipment:
86%

Civilian: 28%

Active duty: 43%

Reserve/
National 
Guard: 28%

Research & 
Development:
8%

$10.7
$11.2

$13.0

$9.8 $10.1

$12.5

$14.4

Allocation, By Type

Top Personnel Locations

(M=millions B=billions)

General Dynamics $6.9 B

United Technologies $6.4 B

Lockheed Martin $1.0 B

Colt Defense Holding $25.3 M

Leonardo S.p.A. (Finmeccanica) $21.1 M

Ensign-Bickford Industries $19.1 M

Gartner $17.2 M

Sonalysts $16.8 M

PCX Aerostructures $14.7 M

Treadwell $13.9 M DEFENSE PERSONNEL
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New London 
County 5,671

Hartford County 
1,966

New Haven 
County 543

Fairfield County
513

Middlesex  
County 423

Tolland County
87

Litchfield County
12

Windham County
ND

(K=thousands M=millions)

Windham 
County

New London 
County

Tolland County

Hartford County

Litchfield County

Fairfield 
County

New Haven County

Middlesex County

Army 21%

Navy/Marines 67%

Air Force 7%

Other Defense 5%
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